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FOREWORD

Telangana History Congresswasfounded in theyear 2007.
The congress aims to set to unearth hitherto unknown facets and
new trendsin Ancient, Medieval and Modern History and to enhance
the scope of Heritage and Culture of Telangana State. The Formation
of anew organization was welcomed by the learned Academiaand
history lovers of the Telangana State. The response from scholars
has been very good. It has strengthened steadily and successfully
completed six sessionsso far. The present seventh sessionisbeing
organized by Department of History MoulanaAzad National Urdu
University.

Thesimplest definition of history, asyou aware, isthe study
of the past events with authentic sources in a chronological order.
However, William MacNeill, an American historian, opines* Historical
knowledge is no more and no less than carefully and critically
constructed collective memory.” One needs to study the past to
understand the present for a better future. More precisely the past
creates the present and our very existence is based on the events
that happened long before. By understanding those events we can
know how we are here and where to go next. Hence, FrancisBacon
opinesthat history makesmen wise. Historiansare often questioned
what is the use/ relevance of studying History. The answer is that
history is inescapable as it studies the legacies of the past in the
present. Far frombeing a‘dead’ subject, it connectsthingsthrough
time and space and encourages its students to take along view of
such connections. So understanding the linkages between past and
present is absolutely necessary. It must be noted that in
contemporary times, history asafield of knowledge encompasses
not only past events but also their consequences. Hence, study of
history isnot just useful but essential.

From the last two decades of twentieth century, the world
ismoving fast towards Globalisation and Privatisation. Indiaisno
exception to the changes. There was a mad rush to reap the fruits
of the changing economic scenario. There arose enormous popul arity
and demand for professional and employment oriented disciplines
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such as engineering, medicine and other science subjects. Some
South Indian governments openly encouraged such a trend in
education and gave permissionsto institutions of fering such courses.
Therewasaspurt of colleges offering such courses. Evenincentives
and fees reimbursements were offered to the students pursuing
those courses. Pathetically, the former chief ministers of Tamilnadu
and united Andhra Pradesh went to the extent of dividing the
academic disciplinesinto ‘ Utility’ and ‘ Non Utility’ subjects. They
categorized all the social science subjectsas‘ Non Utility’ subjects
and discouraged by their words and deeds the social sciences and
encouraged the students to join into the courses of the so-called
‘Utility’ subjects. The social sciences which carry a normative
responsibility to create and widen the popular base for human values
likefreedom, trust, mutual respect, respect for diversity etc. lagged
behind in the race. History, the king of humanities, isno exception
to the trend. Presently, while the cream among the students are
opting theso called ‘ Utility’ disciplines, pathetically, history became
a shelter zone to the residue. We need to look into the avenues to
restore the past glory by widening the scope, making the subject
employment oriented and effective means and tools to make the
subject interesting.

Keeping all thesethingsaside, wethehistorians, researchers
should strive hard to bring the real history of the regions asto the
country’shistory comprehensive. It isvery unfortunate to note that
the researchers are depending on the age old sources, references /
publications published long ago and applying the same methodol ogy
in their workswhich need to be corrected. It is my humble request
to the scholarly world from this prestigious platform to make use of
the new sources and theories proposed by the scholars basing on
primary sources and bring out the new information so asto correct
the old dated ideol ogies and distortionsfor the benefit of the present
generation. In fact, it is our primary duty to divulge the various
facets of our rich History, culture and traditions.

18-01-2024 Organisers
Hyderabad Telangana History Congress
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The Nizam State Railways : An
Insight into the Hyderabad - British
Relations

Prof. K.S.S. Seshan*

Esteemed members the
Telangana History Congress,
Sectional Presidents, fellow
delegates and friends:

At the outset, I express my
deep sense of gratitude to the
Executive committee of the THC
for having elected me as the

General President for this Session. However, I am far too
conscious of my own limitations for this honor.

1.1 Introduction:

The topic I have chosen for this occasion is “ The
advent of Railways in Nizam’s State : An Insight into the
Hyderabad- British Relations”. I have a couple of reasons to
have chosen the subject of Railways. For any analysis of the
economic critique of British Colonial rule, the role of the
Railways looms large. There is no exaggeration in the oft
repeated statement that British Colonialism did not enter the
pores of Indian body politic profoundly until the advent of
Railways. What is true of the Indian Railways at the national
level was true in the case of Hyderabad as well though the
state was under the Indirect Rule of the British. Introduction of
Railways in Hyderabad also marks the changed phase of Nizam-
British relations particularly during Salar Jung’s administration.

* Former Professor, Department of History, University of Hyderabad,
Hyderabad.
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The first ever Railway line in England was opened in
September, 1825 between Stockton and Darlington in the coal-
rich Durham region in Eastern England. Here horses were used
to haul the coal laden carriages particularly from the mines to
the plains. However, the rail-line with a locomotive, named
“Rocket” developed by a school dropout, Stepherson was
opened between Liverpool and Manchester for passengers in
1830. But within a short period of two decades, the British
envisaged a firm Railway expansion plan for India and in 1848,
there were Rail projects working in our country resulting in
the first Railway line becoming operative between Boribandar
and Thane in 1853.

But then why was this break neck speed in the
introduction of Railways in India by the British colonial masters
?. The reasons are well found in the famous minutes of
Dalhousie, the Governor General, when he spelt out the mind
of the British . In his famous and celebrated minute written in
1853 he pointed out the important role that India could play
as a market for British manufacturers and a supplier of
agricultural raw materials once its means of communication
were developed; the potentialities as a field of investment for
British capital and the great use of Railways for rapid
mobilization of troops.

The Nizam’s State Railway (NSR), was unique in more
than one way. It encompassed within itself, the Railways, Road
transport and even Nizam Airways. However, for the present
exercise, we will limit only to the Railway network in the State
of Hyderabad.

1.2 Reasons for Railways in Hyderabad:

In the case of the advent of Railways in Hyderabad
State, the government policies at the national level were
extended to the State of Hyderabad as the Nizam was a
“faithful ally” and where the “Indirect Rule of the British”

12
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pervaded. As Hyderabad State was strategically located in the
center of the country, no British Railway network can connect
both North and South, even east and west without passing
through Hyderabad State. The genesis, execution and
expansion of Railways in Hyderabad State are thus intimately
connected to the political and economic exigencies of the
British colonial needs.

The British as a part of their expansion policy of
Railway network in India approached the Nizam as early as
1850 to lure him to accept the laying of Railway lines in
Hyderabad State. But the Nizam flatly refused at that period
of time giving his own reasons. However, after the death of
Afzal -Ud- Daulah in 1869, things have drastically changed
on the political horizon in Hyderabad State. The State was
now run by Sir Salar Jung as the Diwan or Prime Minister
(1853- 1883) for, the new Nizam, Mir Mahboob Ali Khan was
a mere infant. Salar Jung was a great votary of British rule in
India and thus all the doors and windows for furthering British
interests in Hyderabad were opened in the name of modernity,
economic development and ease of transport .

The saga of the Nizam - British relations reached its
crescendo with the signing of the treaty of Subsidiary alliance
on 1 September, 1798 between the British East India
Company and  Nizam Ali Khan Asaf Jah II, thus making
Hyderabad the first princely state to officially become a British
protectorate. As a result a subsidiary force consisting of 5,000
infantry and 2,000 Cavalry with four field battalions of Artillery
was stationed at Secunderabad, the Company administered
Cantonment. The subsidiary troops were clothed, trained and
disciplined by the British but ironically the payment for the
troops was to be made by the Hyderabad State. The European
military officers euphemistically called the situation: “ Poor
Nizzy pays for all”.

13
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The military expenditure had disastrous effects on the
coffers of the Nizam’s State. Debts for the upkeep of the
Hyderabad contingent mounted up to Rs. 50 lakhs and the
Nizam was forced to sign a disastrous treaty in 1853 with the
British East India Company assigning Berar and the adjoining
areas to the Company inorder to provide regular payment to
the troops. Berar, the region around Akola and Amravati in
the Vidarbha region of the present Maharashtra was fertile
black cotton soil territory and a potential source of good quality
raw cotton for the Mills of Lancashire, Liverpool, Manchester
and Glasgow in Britain. Berar thus was the richest part of the
Nizam’s State. With the acquisition of Berar, the die was cast
and now it became easy for the British to push through the
Railways into Hyderabad dominions.

1.3. The Beginnings:

Hyderabad, besides having the presence of the
Subsidiary army, proved to be a potential market and also
had within its bounds a rich cotton growing Berar. Therefore
the British were anxious to push through the rail network even
to the interiors of the State. However, the lines connecting
the three major Provincial cities of Calcutta, Bombay and
Madras bypassed Hyderabad as the Nizam was not trusted by
the British in the first place and the Nizam on his part also
looked at the British and their rule with great suspicion.

Having known the importance of Hyderabad for
primarily the troop movement and for the economic gains, it
was the determination of the colonial masters to have Railway
extension to Hyderabad State. To achieve their objective, the
British resorted to every arm twisting method against
Hyderabad. However, there was no unanimity among the
British officials in matters of the route of the Railway line to
Hyderabad from the then existing British Railway network.

14
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2.1 Divergent views:

Sir Bartle Frere, the Governor of Bombay (1862-1867)
had suggested to Charles Wood, the Secretary of State for India
in London, to have the Railway line from Bombay to Madras
running through Hyderabad State. But this was vehemently
opposed by the Governor of Madras, William Danison (1861-
1866) who believed that the Nizam was hostile to the British
interests and that he may not cooperate with the British in
running the Railway lines.

Thus the originally planned Bombay- Madras Railway
line did not touch Hyderaabd dominions. In 1871 the line up
to Raichur was completed by the Great Indian Peninsular
Railway (GIP). This was an extension from Poona and Sholapur.
At Raichur, it met the Madras line that came from Gooty. In
1908, the Madras Railway was renamed as “ Madras South
Maratta Railway (MSM Railway.)

2.2 Nizam’s Apprehensions:

The Nizam on his part, initially did not favor the very
idea of having Railways in his dominions. He was not
concerned with the financial implications of the scheme but
more with the political and social consequences. The Nizam
felt that Railways would upset all orthodox notions and incur
the displeasure of his religious minded subjects. He also felt
that Railways may increase the British influence in Hyderabad.
Adding to it, the Nizam believed that Railways may help his
subjects move away from his dominions into the adjoining
British administered regions. He was so apprehensive that he
even demanded that in case any members of his family or his
servants or their dependents left his territory without his
permission using Railways, such absconders should at once be
sent back on his request.

The Nizam’s demand though was favorably
recommended by the Resident, the government of India

15



TELANGANA HISTORY CONGRESS

decided that they cannot surrender any of the Nizam’s subjects
unless such subjects were charged with some crime or any
political offense. However, the Nizam was assured of his
complete jurisdiction over the Railways in Hyderabad and
therefore could stop any of his courtiers from leaving the
frontiers by a Telegraphic message. It was further assured that
the Resident would in such cases extend the needed assistance
and therefore such a contingency as feared by the Nizam would
never arise. The Nizam finally accepted the assurance of the
British government by which the Resident would continue to
support his authority over his own relatives, nobles and other
subjects in Hyderabad.

3.1 Salar Jung favored Railways:

Sir Salar Jung ( 1829-1883) who at an young age of 24
became the Diwan in May, 1853 during the reign of Nasir-ud-
daulah, (1829- 1857) continued as Diwan to Asaf-ud-Daulah
(1857 -1869) and Mir Mahboob Ali Pasha (1869-1911) till his
death in 1883. When Mir Mahaboob Ali Khan, an infant of 3
years succeeded to the throne in 1869, the administration of
the State was entrusted to Salar Jung who acted as the Regent
during the minority of the young Nizam. Salar Jung thus
became the de facto ruler of Hyderabad State during the early
phase of Mir Mahaboob Ali Khan’s period. The period 1869
to 1883 can rightfully be called the ‘Age of Salar Jung’ in the
administrative history of Hyderabad State. His period of
Diwanship in Hyderabad was also synonymous with a period
of great economic changes all over India.

It was during the period of Salar Jung’s administration
that the British succeeded in pushing through the Railways in
Hyderabad. They approached the Nizam’s government with a
proposal to build Railway line to Hyderabad by the Great Indian
Peninsular (GIP) Railway company. It was also stipulated that
Hyderabad State was to pay a guaranteed interest to the GIP.
Further arm twisting by the Governor- General Lord Mayo led

16



Sixth Annual Session Proceedings

to an agreement signed between the British on one side and
the Nizam’s government on the other, in May 1870.

The main provisions of the agreement envisaged that
the new Railway in Hyderabad would be called as the Nizam’s
State Railway (NSR) and would be the property of the Nizam’s
Government. The Nizam was to provide all the land needed
for the new Railway line. All the money required for the
construction, maintenance and working of the Railway line
would be provided by the Nizam. The Government of India
will take the responsibility of construction and maintenance
of the Railway Line through the Resident at Hyderabad. The
agreement also specified that the Railway Line would carry
the troops of both Hyderabad as well as the British in India
without hindrance. The construction of the Telegraph would
be done in accordance with the British government’s decision.
The employment of Europeans by the Nizam was subject to
the * knowledge and consent’ of the British government under
the treaty of 1798. This clause became a contentious issue
when Salar Jung decided to appoint Seymour Keay, a financial
expert, to raise needed money for the Hyderabad Railway
project.

3.2 Seymour Keay Episode:

The introduction of Railway lines in Hyderabad also
offers interesting insight into the British- Hyderabad relations
and the consequent political ramifications. One major problem
Salar Jung faced with regard to introduction of the Railway
line was making funds available for the Railways as the Nizam’s
government had to meet all the expenses for construction,
maintenance and working of the Railways in the State. To
raise such money needed, Salar Jung felt the need to appoint a
financial expert who would help in procuring funds from within
and from outside India. His choice fell on one British financial
expert Seymour Keay, but interestingly it became a controversial
issue as there were hurdles in appointing a Britisher by the

17
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Hyderabad State. The proposed appointment of Seymour and
the opposition of the British government for such an
appointment gave rise to several unpleasant developments in
the British- Hyderabad relations casting a shadow on the norms
of the Indirect rule of the British in the Native State of
Hyderabad.

As per the treaty of 1798 the Nizam was prohibited
from employing any Europeans in his dominions without the
prior permission of the British government. This provision
was intended primarily to keep the French adventurers away
from being employed by the native ruler. However this provision
was ignored for many years and Salar Jung himself had
appointed many Europeans in his service which the
government never objected to.

In 1870 Salar Jung expressed his intention to the
Resident Saunders of appointing Seymour Keay to assist him
in raising money for funding the Railway lines. Saunders, who
was not averse to the idea, informed him that a formal
permission of the government of India was needed for such
an appointment.  But the foreign Secretary Aitchson who
was opposed to the scheme, in a note made it clear that if
Salar Jung had any intention of employing Seymour Keay as a
confidential financial agent for raising funds for the Railways,
’the intention should be discouraged’.

As the opinion of the government was made clear
through the note of Aitchson, it became an embarrassing
situation for both Saunders, the Resident as well as Salar Jung,
Saunders had formally agreed on the proposal of Salar Jung
for the appointment of Seymour Keay and Salar Jung on his
part had committed to Keay. To make things worse, Seymour
Keay had already resigned his job at the Bank of Bengal and
was heading to Hyderabad. Salar Jung was disappointed because
earlier, the government of India always supported him in
reorganizing different departments on a better and more

18
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efficient system by appointing able officials both from within
and from abroad. With the turning down of his proposal in the
case of Seymour Keay, Salar Jung felt distressed as he never
imagined that the government of India would use their authority
to prevent him in making use of the services of such men of
merit who in turn would benefit both the governments.

Even Saunders, the Resident, wrote to Aitcheson the
foreign secretary urging to reconsider the decision and Keay’s
appointment be sanctioned. But the Governor General in
council brought to the notice of Saunders provisions of the
Act of 1798 which prevented the British subjects being
employed by the native rulers and declined to approve the
employment of Keay for the purpose of raising loans. Salar
Jung still persisted with dogged determination to have his say
and made no secret of his displeasure at the decision of the
British government. In the meantime, Seymour Keay did arrive
in Hyderabad in September,1872.

The main reason for the government to object to the
appointment of Seymour Keay by the Hyderabad State was
that he was an incorrigible intriguer who may put even the
government in great difficulties. Keay’s issue became so
significant that the Resident at Hyderabad, Saunders, known
to be favorable for the appointment, was replaced with
Col.Lamsden. However, the silver lining in the entire episode
was that the Viceroy never found fault with Salar Jung and on
the other hand, he even regretted his inability to meet Salar
Jung’s demands.

After arriving in Hyderabad, as the doors for
employment with Nizam’s government were shut, Seymour
Keay accepted the post of the Manager of a local Mercantile
Agency, Messrs. W. Nicole & Co as the British government
cannot object to a private Agency in hiring his services. Seymour
Keay continued to stay in Hyderabad as the Agent of the said
private Company and Salar Jung had no problem in having his
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consuls on important issues. Salar Jung used to consult him on
many informal matters and there were occasions when Seymour
Keay even acted in England as confidential Finance Agent for
the Diwan and for the government of Hyderabad. Therefore
the Viceroy’s decision that Keay could not be employed was
agreed to by Salar Jung in theory but violated in practice. The
entire Seymour Keay’s appointment episode proved to be
much ado about nothing”.

4.1 First Railway Line to Secunderabad:

As the main purpose of the Railway line in Hyderabad
was for the movement of troops and for the goods, only broad
gauge was preferred as it would run uninterrupted from
Bombay to Madras, while the Meter gauge line would have
broken this facility. It is to be noted that Lord Mayo himself
was a votary for the construction of Meter gauge lines due to
cost considerations, but when the bills were met by the Nizam,
such economic considerations took a back seat.

Though Gulbarga was a major town with thriving trade,
itwas ignored and Wadi station on the Great Indian Peninsular
Railway line was chosen from where Nizam State Railway took
off for Hyderabad. In fact the line did not pass through any of
the towns where brisk trade took place but through Tandur-
Vikarabad, the rocky stretch and forest tracts. It was evident
that the primary purpose of the British in laying the line was
for military purposes.

The British Resident at Hyderabad, George Yule as
early as 1863 prepared a detailed note assessing the relative
merits of two alternative routes which could be taken up for
connecting Madras and Bombay. He favored a route via
Gulbarga and Hyderabad in preference to a shorter route via
Mudgal and Bellary. There was also an intermediary route
which passed from Gulbarga to Raichur meeting the original
line at Gooty. This route was finally accepted and a branch
line was later built from Gulbarga to Hyderabad.

20
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4.2 Reasons for Railway Line:

Interestingly, George Yule cited several reasons to bring
Hyderabad onto the Railway map in India. He felt that the
Railway Line through Hyderabad would make the troops at
Secunderabad available at a short notice for both Madras as
well as Bombay, whereas a direct line bypassing Hyderabad
would deprive not only these two places but even their
Contonements like Bangalore and Poona. Another derogative
reason he gave in favor of Railways in Hyderabad was that
Hyderabad according to him was a “corpse”, and went on to
describe that the Nizam and his nobles, with the exception of
Salar Jung the Prime Minister, “had no life in them.” He felt
that Railways would give the much needed money, energy and
hope to the lower classes. The rise of such lower classes from
their debased condition may result in some ideas of an
enlightened policy which the government may be forced to
follow.

There were also commercial advantages George Yule
could foresee through the introduction of Railways. Hyderabad
imported goods worth 40 - 50 lakhs of rupees annually from
various parts of British territories. Transport between Bombay
and Madras alone would not be much as otherwise, sea routes
also could be used between the two ports, which would be
much cheaper. A railway line connecting Hyderabad with
Madpras through the east coast would be useful for transporting
salt and grain, he felt.

4.3 The Survey begins:

The survey of the Wadi- Secunderabad section had
begun in late 1869 and the construction started by March 1871
under the supervision of Major Meade, who earlier served the
Bengal staff Corps. The Wadi- Secunderabad section, the very
first Railway Line in Hyderabad dominions with a total length
of 192 KM.was opened with great fanfare on 8 October, 1874.
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The Diwan Salar Jung I, members of the Royal family and
select officers were present at the inaugural function of the
first Railway line in Hyderabad. Two days later, the Resident
personally met and obtained the formal acceptance from the 9
year old boy- Nizam, Mir Mahboob Ali Khan. The Wadi -
Secunderabad line branched off at Begumpet, a few km short
of Hyderabad in two directions, one going to Secunderabad
and the other to Hyderabad (Nampalle). The next line to be
taken up was the Secunderabad- Warangal section with a length
of 140 km and was opened on April 8, 1886.

Survey for the extension of Railway Lines towards
Warangal and Singareni was commenced in May 1884. Though
the line from Secunderabad to Warangal was opened in April
1880, its extension to Singareni was opened in January, 1888.

Meter Gauge lines were also laid from Manmad to
Secunderabad  connecting Aurangabad, Jalna, Nanded and
Nizamabad between 1889 and 1900.

TABLE I: Railway expansion in Hyderabad, 1870- 1900
A Broad Gauge

Section Date of opening Km. In length
Wadi- Secunderabad October 9, 1874 192
Secunderabad- Warangal — April 8, 1886 140.57
Warangal-Dornakal January 1, 1888 84.42
Dornakal- Bonakalu August 5, 1888 51.28
Bonakalu- Vijayawada February 10, 1889 73.90
Dornakal - Singareni January 1, 1888 25.83
Collieries

e An additional 2.36 km was laid from Begumpet to Hyderabad to
complete the line.
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B. Meter Gauge

Station Date of Opening Km. in length
Manmad - Jalna October 21, 1899 175.86
Jalna - Sailu December 7, 1899 72.22

Sailu - Parbhani April 25, 1900 42.36
Parbhani- Nanded October 9, 1900 58.94
Nanded - Shivangaon August 23, 1900 28.35
Shivangaon - April 25, 1900 242.92
Secunderabad

e Source: History of Indian Railways : Constructed and in
Progress, (Ministry of Railways), 1974.

5.1 Funds For Railway Lines:

Allocation of funds needed for the Railway Lines was
a major problem faced by the Diwan, Sir Salar Jung as the
Nizam’s Government, as per the earlier agreement, had to
provide all the money for the construction, maintenance and
working of the Railways. It was felt convenient to carry on
negotiations for raising funds through a company rather than
directly by the State. Thus a company with the name “Nizam
State Railway” was established in 1873 by an edict of the
Nizam’s government to raise capital for the construction of
Railways and purchasing all the rights and liabilities of the
Nizam’s government under the previous agreement signed in
May, 1870.

The company had an outlay of one crore of rupees
and was empowered to issue 20,000 shares at Rs.250 each
share for a total of Rs. 50 lakhs on which the State was to pay
a dividend of 6% per annum. In October 1874 the company
and the Nizam’s government signed an agreement by which
the company agreed to undertake the Nizam’s liabilities. Thus
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the Railways in Hyderabad virtually became the property of
the Company.

The shares listed by the Nizam State Railways proved
disastrous as they were not sold well. Therefore the Nizam’s
government had to spend more money for the construction of
the Railway line. To get back the money advanced and to raise
fresh funds for the ongoing Railway project, special efforts
were needed. It was to get over these hurdles that Salar Jung
wanted to employ Seymour Keay, as his advisor which the
British government vetoed. Salar Jung’s attempt to raise a loan
of Rs.50 lakhs through W.Nicole & Co was also not successful.

5.2 Loan From London Money Market:

Because of the deteriorating financial situation, Salar
Jung decided to seek funds from the London money market.
In October, 1872 he wrote to the Oriental Bank Corporation
in London regarding the terms of a proposed loan to the
Hyderabad State to the tune of 10 million pounds. However
the money market in London at that time showed poor
prospects for such a loan. The deteriorating financial situation
of the Nizam’s government made Salar Jung enter into
negotiations with a London firm, Smith Flemcy & Co for
raising funds in the London money market. In March 1874 the
company wrote to the Secretary of State for India for advancing
capital for a Railway line covering 204 miles from Hyderabad
to Warangal and from there to Singareni and from there further
to river Godavari close to Bhadrtachalam.

The object of this Railway line was 1. to carry coal
from Singareni to the GIP system via Hyderabad and Gulbarga.
2. to give free access to the heart of Deccan to foreign imports
as well as rice from the coastal districts and 3. to stimulate
production of exportable articles in the districts through which
the Railway lines ran. Salar Jung’s efforts to raise money for
the Nizam’s State were for two reasons. Firstly, he wanted funds
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to lighten the financial burden of the State by bringing in funds
for the exclusive use of Railways. Secondly, he also wanted to
create a lobby in London by making contacts with influential
people with a view to obtain the restoration of Berar which
hitherto was ceded to the British. After an inordinate delay, in
June 1875, Seymour Keay was successful in floating off the
loan from London Stock Exchange.

The Nizam State Railway in the first half of 1875
worked at a loss of Rs. 65,887. The expenses per train -mile
was pegged at little more than Rs. 4. as against Rs.2. on the
GIP Railway. The total expenditure on the line up to 1877-78
was Halli Sicca 1 crore and 90 lakhs and the receipts amounted
to Halli Sicca 26 Lakhs. Thus there was a net liability of 1
crore and 74 lakh Halli Sicca. A large part of this amounting
to 1 crore and 10 lakhs was obtained from the issue of shares.
But an assured dividend had to be given on the shares
irrespective of profit or loss.

5.3 Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway:

In January, 1883, Abdul Haq an enterprising official in
the service of Salar Jung prepared a scheme to sell the Nizam’s
State Railway for a sum of 12 lakh pounds sterling to a private
Company the Morton Rose & Co. which was a Joint Stock
company in London. The proposal found favor with the State
and after obtaining due permission from the government an
agreement was signed in December the same year. As per the
agreement, the Nizam’s government was to hand over all its
Railway lines to the new Company and was also to pay annuity
for 20 years. Thus ended the saga of Nizam State Railway that
was taken over by a British Company which renamed it as
Nizam Guaranteed State Railway (NGSR). Incidentally Salar
Jung died (8 Feb. 1883) a few months before such an agreement
took place and thus did not live to see the popular agitation in
Hyderabad State against this take over and the proposed new
Railway line to Chanda.
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5.4. Agitation against Chanda Rail line, 1883:

The proposal of the Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway
to lay a Railway line up to Chanda evoked intense political
agitation, the first of its kind in the history of Hyderabad. The
proposed line was desirable to the British administration due
to the possibility of acquiring connectivity for hauling coal.
Huge amounts of money were invested into this venture.
However the details of the Chanda Project were kept under
wraps and were not made public.

In an unprecedented act of political organization, a
committee of intellectuals in Hyderabad was formed to study
the question whether the Rail project was a desirable one given
the financial condition prevailing at that time. Aghornath
Chattopadhyay ( father of Sarojini Naidu), Mullah Abdul
Qayum and Ramachandra Pillai were some of the individual
leaders who spearheaded this agitation. They demanded the
State to share the information regarding the Chanda Railway
project. This in itself was an unprecedented act and a significant
development in the Nizam’s State. Those leaders incurred the
wrath of the State government and were expelled from the
positions they held. Aghornath Chattopadhyay was even
deported from Hyderabad for a while.

Though the agitation did not stop the Chanda Railway
project, the fact that it took place at all in Hyderabad state
marks an important shift in the political dynamics of the time.
Coming as it did two years before the founding of the Indian
National Congress in 1885, this agitation against the Chanda
Railway line marks the beginning of political activity in the
State of Hyderabad.

5.5 An Enigmatic Managing Director:

Any account of Nizam State Railway would never be
full and complete without making a reference to the role of
Cyril Walter Jones ( 1881-1981) the Managing Director. He
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was one of the persons who had a very long association with
the Nizam’s Railways. Cyril Jones joined Nizam’s State Railways
(NSR) in 1904 as an Assistant Engineer and was associated
with it for more than three decades. Living often in tents with
wife Kethleen during the survey of new lines, he traveled the
entire length and breadth of the State on works connected
with the Railways. Cyril Jones worked in various capacities
including as Chief Engineer. He was not even 40 when he
became the Agent in 1919 with a princely salary of Rs. 4,000
pm. In 1925 he was chosen to preside over the Indian Railway
Association Conference in Shimla. While in England after
returning from Hyderabad, he was invited by the American
Railways for his expertise and advice.

Cyril Jones immortalized himself by writing a very
interesting Memoirs in his retirement. Having worked as a
railway engineer, his memoirs naturally give us a detailed
account of the development and growth of Railways in the
erstwhile Hyderabad State and contribute substantially to the
sparse historical material on the subject. Jones however does
not restrict himself to a mere narration of his official domain.
He throws a good deal of light on the social life, customs and
manners of people and the nobility of Hyderabad during the
period of his stay here. His book, titled “ Memoirs of Cyril
Jones: People, Society and Railways in Hyderabad “ edited by
a Massachusetts based Hyderabadi, Omar Khalidi, was
published in 1991. In fact, my tryst with Nizam’s Railways
began after reading this wonderful book on Cyril Walter Loyd
Jones.

5.6 Hyderabad- Godavari Valley Railway:

The Hyderabad- Godavari Valley Railway (HGVR) Line
was taken up in 1896 connecting Hyderabad with Manmad, a
stretch of 629 km. The line was completed at a cost of 2.1
crore of Rupees and was opened in October, 1900. Not to
ignore the advantages on the economic front, the opening of
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this line led to the growth of the cotton industry particularly
in the areas of Nizamabad, Nanded, Parbhani and Aurangabad,
now named as Chhatrapati Sambhaji Nagar. This line was also
made use to transport the heavy machinery needed to open
ginning and pressing factories. By 1901, in Jalna alone, there
were nine cotton ginning factories and five cotton presses.
Buyers from Bombay used to descend in good numbers during
the cotton season which lasted from October to December.
More land was converted to growing cotton. Machines replaced
the hand operated gins. As a result, grains and pulses became
more expensive with much of the lands coming under cotton
farming,

The Rail borne imports in Hyderabad were mainly from
Bombay and to a certain extent from Madras. The main exports
from Hyderabad were linseed, chillies, castor seed and raw
cotton, while the imports were grain, Kerosene, cotton yarn,
salt and tobacco.

6.1 Epilogue:

The Nizam’s Guaranteed State Railway company
continued to run all the broad gauge and meter gauge lines up
to March 1930. But after that the Railways were reverted back
to the Hyderabad State. Sir Akbar Hydari became the President
and Sir Reginald Glancy the Chairman. However, the
headquarters of the Nizam Railway remained in London. After
World War II broke out, it became difficult to manage
communications from London and therefore in November
1941, the H H Nizam Railway Board was shifted from London
to Hyderabad. On 5 November, 1951, the Great Indian
Peninsular Railway (GIP) and the Nizam State Railway along
with few others like Scindia State Railway and Dholpur Railway
etc. merged to form the Central Railway. At the time of such
merger, the Nizam’s State Railway system, with 2351 km in

length, was the largest system run by any Indian Princely State.
On October 2, 1966, the South Central Railway with
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Kachiguda as its headquarters, was carved out of Central
Railway and the erstwhile Nizam Guaranteed State Railway
regions came under its jurisdiction. This is where it stands
today.

As stated earlier at the opening part, the Nizam State
Railways comprised the entire gamut of transport systems like
rail, road and air services. However, a separate study is needed
to dilate on the history and development of road and aviation
systems in Nizam’s Hyderabad State.

Before I conclude, I wish to place before you a few
hypothetical questions pertaining to the Railways in Hyderabad
State:

e To what extent Railways impacted agricultural
practices in Hyderabad State and how
Commercialisation of agriculture set in and with what
consequences.

e What were the major shifts in matters of quantum and
content of trade in the State due to Railways.

e How did Railways impact native conventional transport
systems and with what consequences?

e Did Railways herald positive changes in the levels of
education, employment, migration, urbanization and
other social parameters in the Hyderabad dominions.

e To what extent Chanda Rail Project paved the way for
the growth of public opinion and political
consciousness in Hyderabad dominions.

These questions seek further research for a better
understanding of the role the Railways played during the
Indirect Rule of the British in Hyderabad State.

Itis not only the Railways and other transport facilities,
but there have been a number of other unchartered economic
issues in Hyderabad dominions which warrant further research.
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As we are aware, history is nothing but economics in action.
Therefore, issues like land tenure structures, the way
agriculture was made to go commercial, the dynamics of trade,
Industrialisation, Irrigation, famines and famine relief policies,
the tribal studies etc. are some of the fertile grounds in the
history of Hyderabad dominions for further research. I
earnestly call upon young research scholars here as well as at
other Universities in Telangana to give thought to the above
such topics for research so as to help achieve a comprehensive
economic history of the erstwhile Hyderabad State.

Thank You.
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THE GLORY OF TELANGANA AND THE
GLORIOUS KAKATIYAS : THE FORTS
AND FORTIFICATIONS IN TELANGANA

Prof. Ravindra Kumar Sharma

On the very outset I thank
Respected Chairman, Telangana
History Congress, Hon’ble Vice-
Chancellor, O. U. Hyderabad and
Telangana University, Nizamabad,
Prof. Dr. D. Ravinder Ji, Secretary
of the Telangana History Congress,
Professor Dr .M .Veerender Ji,
along with all the respected
members of the Executive Council of the Telangana History

Congress for entrusting me this prestigious academic task. Sir,
I feel humbled and honoured for this act of kindness. I bow
down with folded hands in front of this venerable academic
fraternity of historians and historiographers comprising of
illustrious gathering from the exquisite academic galaxy of the
scholars of Telangana and beyond, attending this mega
scholastic event in the historic ‘Killa> City of ‘Indrapurt’
founded by Chieftain Inder Sain, earlier known as Induru now
called as Nizamabad.

I take this opportunity to share my views about “The
Glory of Telangana and The Glorious Kakatiyas™ especially
about their unique forts, fortifications, walled cities and other
such similar defensive architectural monuments. Telangana
remains famous among others for the glorious history of the

* Former Head, Department of History, Kurukshetra University,
Haryana.
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Mighty Kakatiya rulers who were known for their unique
fortresses and magnificent public welfare schemes, patronage
of arts, architecture, social welfare activities and above all in
the military history of India for their astute military acumen.
Kakatiyas were great initiators of military architecture and
regularly maintained numerous strategically rewarding forts
which were constructed, renovated and fortified in the different
geographical areas of Telangana based on tactical advantages
accruing from them in the complete gamut of regional
hegemony. Kakatiyas continuously fortified their Rajkotas,
walled cities for defence, peace, prosperity and well-being of
the masses of Telangana in furtherance of their ultimate aim
of prosperous, peaceful and yet a powerful empire. And thereby
Kakatiya rulers succeeded in providing peaceful atmosphere,
socio-religious welfare schemes and reforms, prosperity backed
by unhindered military protections, for their subjects without
any major interruptions continuously for more than two
centuries, before they encountered invasions of the Khaljis
and Tughlugs.

Bravest of the Brave : Kakatiyas

Emergence of the Kakatiyas as ruling elites was one
of the significant events in the military history of India. During
Kakatiya’s rule Telangana was dominated by illustrious
Kakatiya rulers one after the other and prominent among them
were Beta Raja-l, Parola-1, Beta Raja-ll, Parola Raja-ll, Rudra
Deva-1, Maha Deva, Ganapati-deva, Queen Rudramma Devi,
Pratap Rudra Deva II. Amongst the early Kakatiya rulers
Ganapati Deva was one of the most popular, powerful, military
administrator who ruled over Telangana region for nearly 63
yrs. However Queen Rudramma Devi as the first Queen got
wotldwide recognition for her unparallel civil and military
administration which was almost considered as the benchmark
and she initiated many a reforms which were nearly unheard
at that time. Another powerful Kakatiya rulers; Pratap Rudra

51



TELANGANA HISTORY CONGRESS

Deva II ¢.1289 to 1323A.D rose into prominence as a
outstanding extraordinary genius and astute ruler. Pratap Rudra
Deva II also known as Rudra Deva 11, introduced innovative
military mechanism in the construction of forts and
fortifications, reformed public welfare setup and introduced
remarkable schemes and made unique waters bodies in the
different RajaKotas and fortified Warangal and other fortresses.
Pratap Rudra deva, Il, initiated many agricultural welfare
activities also and always followed the path of his illustrious
predecessors and augmented the welfare of his people.

Pratap Rudra Deva II, was related to the famous clan
of Motati Reddys and by virtue of his extraordinary military
vision virtually controlled the maximum fortified areas of
Eastern Deccan comprising of important forts and fortified
areas of the present day Telangana; bordering important forts
of Andhra Pradesh, Karanataka, Orrisa, Maharashtra and
nearby Bastar regions. Pratap Rudra Deva I, strategically
planned and renovated fortified royal city of Warangal which
was at that time one of the best example of defensive
architecture in the Indian sub-continent and had one of the
longest protection fort wall with three layers of stone and unique
mud layer interspersed with numbers of moats, attack Burjs,
check-posts, secret tunnels, unique walled roads for quick
military movements of his cavaliers, war elephants and Infantry
alike. Underground shelters, water sheds, strong moat walls,
temples, royal apartments with gardens and contiguous multi
layered strong fort wall which was much bigger than any
contemporary fort in the Indian sub-continent were the
hallmarks of Warangal fort city. From military points of view
the fort of Warangal had the longest fort walls and after Pratap
Rudra Deva II, such extraordinary military vision could only
be seen in the forts and fortifications developed by Maharana
Kumbha of Mewar and in his architectural monuments.
Maharana Kumbha followed similar military vision and
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constructed various strategically located forts. Kumbhalgarh
fort is one such shining example having longest fortified wall
in the Indian sub-continent covering nearly 30 miles of strong
stone fort wall which encircled the Kumbhalgarh administered
areas and covered a number of recruiting villages, military
watch towers, water bodies, temples and other commercial
and administratively important establishments.

During Pratap Rudra Deva 11, the wonderful Warangal
fortress was known throughout the Indian sub-continent for
its prosperity, jewellery, diamonds, peatrls, rubies and others
such collectables and commanded a position in the entire world
which was never attained by any forts or ruling authorities in
the Indian sub-continent until the coronation of Mughal
Emperor Shah Jahan in the fort of Lal Qila when he was
coronated and seated on the world famous Takhat-i-Ta’us better
known as “The Peacok Throne” encrusted with the world
famous Kohinoor Diamond which was once the prized
possession of the Kakatiyas of Warangal. These events are
extensively recorded in the Persian chronicles of the Khalji
and Tughluq invaders of Delhi that their invaded army looted
unaccountable enormous wealth in the war booties after the
siege, capture and destruction of the magnificent Warangal
fortress from the king, his coiffeurs and the masses as well and
the rest is the history.

During the wars against foreign invaders initially Pratap
Rudra Deva-II fought skillfully for the protection of his subjects
and in the beginning succeeded tactfully and repulsed the early
attacks of the invaders. Even in his final war Pratap Rudra
Deva-II fought dexterously against the invaders who came in
very large numbers of more than one lac soldiers and
consequently the fort of Warangal fell to the superior strength,
siege and craft techniques, Arrada, Gargach, Sabat, Nafta, Pasib
and use of Atishi- powder based technology, war crimes and
barbaric atrocities committed by invaders, whose sole motives
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was to ruin and loot the prosperity, wealth, peace and military
powers of the Kakatiyas. Militarily the main causes of the fall
of Warangal fort was lack of awareness about the counter
measures to abrogate and nullify siege craft techniques used
by their opponents. The military establishment and garrison
master of the fort of Warangal were not well equipped, prepared
and trained to cope with the new war mechanism of their
opponents particularly fort wall blowing techniques using
Barudi powder, Arrada, Gargach, Sabat, Nafta, catapult
machines and stone fire ball throwing machines which
ultimately destroyed and blew up the strong fortified walls of
Warangal. It was not in vogue in the army of Kakatiyas and
unfortunately they never tried to acquire such technology and
barbarianism while always believing in morally and ethically
justified wars and techniques. Such techniques were never faced
by Kakatiya army in their earlier encounters. Catapult
techniques, fire ball machines and numerical upper hand in
their battalion formations comprising more than one lac
freebooters and willingness to use unimaginable barbarianism
the invaders at last succeeded in creating havoc in the fortified
Warangal fortress which resulted in the downfall of the
Warangal fort. The rubbles, ruined structures of once
prosperous fortified city are visible even today in the heritage
fortress giving a glimpse to a glorious past goneby.

Kakatiyas : A military points of view

Though the invaders succeeded in their evil designs
and ruined the fortified city of Warangal, but the people of
Telangana have never forgotten the heroic achievements,
fighting spirit and the sacrifices made by the bravest of the
brave warriors of Telangana and au contraire the Kakatiyas
are still revered for their matchless services, sactifices, martial
instincts and warriors who are always appreciated for public
welfare activities and good deeds as their very own illustrious
son of the soil. For the coming generations of Telangana, no
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doubt that the fall of the fortresses of Warangal and untimely
sad demise of Pratap Rudra Deva, 1I, was an un-healing
agonizing injury to the heart. Militarily also it was a big blow
to the Kakatiya sovereignty and a severe war tragedy for the
military history of the sub-continent as well as it proved to be
a major hindrance in the multipronged development of the
people of Telangana. But if we study, analyse and understand
it from military point of view in detail then we come to find
that the debacle of Warangal fortress had similar outcomes
like the world famous fierce battle of waterloo in which a
General of the stature of Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte
though lost the battle of Waterloo to the British General
Wellington; but the honour, prestige, and valour of the French
culture remained intact. In my opinion the same should be
applicable to the sagacious end of Pratap Rudra Deva II,
though Pratap Rudra Deva II lost to the opponents but the
culture of Telangana not only remained intact but later
developed with tenacity and even flourished. I can’t help but
draw a parallel that even in modern day France, every
Frenchman, inspite of the defeat and tragic death of the
Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte remained forever indebted to
Emperor Napoleon Bonaparte for his civil and military
achievements and always respectfully remembers his glorious
gallant deeds and civil work which he achieved in his career
and after visiting France and Telangana both I could say it
with good authority that the same determination, gratitude
and spirit is found in patriotic masses of Telangana for Pratap
Rudra Deva II. The people of Telangana have always respected
and honoured the gallant deeds of their worthy and prodigious
ancestors by installing their statues in public places as well as
on various important educational/government platforms in
Telangana while also naming some important buildings,
educational institutions, water schemes in the sacred and
immortal memories of Kakatiyas.
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Public welfare activities of the Kakatiyas

I would like to mention here that the government of
Telangana in recognition of the meritorious activities rendered
by Kakatiyas for the welfare of the people introduced many a
schemes to immortalize Kakatiyas and adopted “ Missan
Kakatiya Flagship Programme” with the objective to enhance
the development of agriculture based income for small and
marginal farmers by restoring water bodies, ponds, wells, lakes
and reservoirs for increasing the livelihood of the masses of
Telangana in tune with the glorious Kakatiyas. Needless to
say even in modern Telangana we have more than forty five
thousands (45000) water ponds which can store enormous
water from rains for drinking and agriculture or other utilities.
Thanks are due to the Telangana government for the restoration
and proper conservation of the history famous step-wells of
Telangana with the help of Aga Khan Trust for culture which
has done magnificent restoration work. The restorations work
has been done so aesthetically that while retaining authenticity
these step-wells also won a UNESCO award for conservation
and restoration. It is relevant to note here that the government
of Telangana as I already stated, has restored the 17th century
Bansilalpet step-well to its old historic glory which also reflects
in it the old Kakatiyan style and system of water storage. I am
pleased to mention here on record that recently Dr. Naresh
Garu in a newspaper highlighted the restoration work which is
being done in the heritage step-well in the vicinity of the famous
Indur Mandir of Nizamabad, which was uptill now filled with
dirt. Some step-wells in Hyderabad as already mentioned by
me were restored and have even been opened for public to
visit .Though some entry fee is charged from visitors but such
measures not only restore the culture and monument/attefacts
but also result in enhanced revenues for the government
department which are further channelized to continuously work
on restoration of heritage architectural monuments of the
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glorious Kakatiyas, Qutubshahis and Asaf Jahis for tourism as
well large reservoirs, lakes, tanks, step-wells, dams for farmer’s
agricultural and other routine requirements and utilization by
common masses.

The local sources of Telangana provides us ample
information about Queen Rudramma Devi that how she was
well nurtured, administratively and militarily similar to a boy
and trained by her father and family for ruling with utmost
care which was an idea much ahead of time. Undoubtedly
Queen Rudramma Devi proved the judgement of her parents
apt by becoming a successful queen. Queen Rudramma Devi
was a “warrior queen” and some time back a movie also
depicted her as a daring combatant queen. She and her
successors continuously followed their family’s civil and
military traditions by maintaining adequate numbers of forts,
fortified cities and adopted developmental activities. After her
glorious regime, her successors continuously constructed
different fortified sites on other strategically located hilltops
and fortified them with strong walls around them, extension
of Warangal and nearby Bhuvangiri forts are shining examples
of the same. Pratap Rudra Deva 11, applied de novo approach
with new designs with beautiful and innovative architecture
and successfully repulsed the early attacks of the invaders
because Warangal fort was remodelled and constructed with
architectural water bodies, wells, ponds and smaller lakes.
Kakatiyas ensured best management for the drinking water
facilities in and around the fort and fortified cities which was a
rare phenomenon then. Interestingly I would like to quote an
example from the pages of Mughal history on the importance
of such architecture that during the time of the war of
succession when the siege of the fort of Agra was in progress,
Prince Aurangzeb cut off the water supply of the fort of
Emperor Shah Jahan from river Yamuna and succeeded to force
Emperor Shah Jahan to surrender. Later Prince Aurangzeb
imprisoned Emperor Shah Jahan in the Musamman Burj of
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the fort of Agra and assumed the power and proclaimed himself
as the next Emperor of India. Rest is history. But no Kakatiya
fort was ever surrendered for want of adequate water supply.
In due course the water conservation system and public welfare
activities of the Kakatiyas were also adopted by Qutubshahis
and Asaf Jahis.

In addition to forts and fortifications the Kakatiyas
also constructed beautiful temples, Dharma Sthanas with night
shelters within the premises of their fortified cities for the
devotees. This also enhanced state’s revenue and provided
good job opportunities to the skilled artisans, Sikligars,
iconographers, masons and traders of that era where job
opportunities were limited. Even during war like situations
forts and fortified cities were better suited for the local artisans,
farmers, traders and differently abled persons for their
commercial activities. The officials of the Kakatiyas regularly
visited grain markets, Mandis, tolls and watch towers within
their fortresses and adjoining areas to effectively administer
them. To safe guard the merchant caravans of the other states,
business centres were established and adequate vigilance and
security arrangements were made by the Kakatiyas. Before the
siege and fall of Warangal; Kakatiya rulers provided sufficient
overall security to their subjects by organising patrols, security
posts etc near major population centres while the state highways
were well managed too. During the life and times of Queen
Rudramma Devi trade and commercial activities were at its
zenith. It is well evident from the annals of Indian history that
during the reign of the Kakatiyas the inhabitants of the
Warangal fortress were known for its strong and robust
economy, architectural marvels, precious jewellery, prosperity,
military prowess and overall well-beings of all the natives.

Comprehensive Kakatiyas
As a student while studying ancient and medieval

history of the Indian sub-continent we all have come across
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numerous references of events of the political, socio- economic
and cultural activities of the native rulers and their supporting
bureaucracy particularly those who were with the Rashtrakutas,
Chalukyas, Pallavas, Cholas, Parmaras, Yadavas,
Rajayavardhanas, Chandelas, Kalchuries, Chahmanas,
Guhilots, Hadas, Rathores, Kachhwahas, Satvahanas, Hoyasala
and Pandyas. Similar activities were organised by Kakatiyas
in Telangana; individually as well as collectively in their
respective forts, fortified cities, villages and their adjoining
areas. It goes without saying that much has been written about
the ancient and medieval forts, fortifications of other parts of
our country but scant attention has been paid to study the
sagacious military contributions of Telangana; particularly
of the glorious Kakatiya warriors, their civil and military
institutions, unique architectural monuments, various distinct
designs of the forts, fortifications, walled cities, hilltop
fortresses, fortified villas, fortified temples and the changing
patterns of their artistic and architectural impressions which
were developed by local artisans and could be seen eventually
in the various Raj Kotas scattered all over Telangana state.
The Kakatiya rulers not only constructed, renovated,
remodelled important forts but also installed many additional
check posts in and around them by adding beautifully
redesigned gates, marvellous arches, deep and wide moats,
comparatively longer barracks, huge granaries, stronger city
walls, innovative storage systems for their defensive
requirements. Undoubtedly these forts and fortified monuments
of Telangana are the prime tourist destination even in present
day India revealing a glorious proud past.

The political successors of the Kakatiyas in their
respective zones, especially Misunuri, Nayaks, Reddys,
Qutubshahis, Asaf Jahis, Nizams and other dynasties also
retained the same spirit in their respective eras. Glorious
Kakatiyas will always be remembered and known as a “Path-
Findet” architects of the forts, fortifications, administration,

59



TELANGANA HISTORY CONGRESS

agricultural and irrigational reforms, public welfare activities
and impartial justice in Telangana.

Magnificent Forts of the Kakatiyas

Kakatiyas constructed numerous forts, fortifications
and other architectural marvels with their noteworthy forts
being : fort of Warangal, Khammam fort, Golconda fort of
Bhagya Nagar now known as Hyderabad, Ramalya Induru fort
now known as Nizamabad fort, Karim Nagar fort, Bhongir
fort, Medak fort, Gadwal fort, Devarakonda fort, Elgandal fort,
Mahboob Nagar fort, Kondaveedu fort. The heritage forts are
being regularly maintained and looked after by the central and
state government departments with the impetus on preserving
them for future generations.

ORUGALLU FORT - Orugallu fort primarily known
as the heritage fortress of Warangal was fortified by the
Kakatiyas and Misunuri Nayaks renowned for offering stiff
resistance to the Khalji and Tughluq invaders. Warangal fort
once upon a time was the glorious fortified capital city of the
Kakatiyas amongst the most prestigious, safe, prosperous
fortified castle of India possessing the world famous
“Kohinoor” diamond, tons of gold and silver jewellery,
exquisite blue diamonds, flawless rubies, enormous wealth,
gold utensils, silverware, gold and silver coins, selected quality
horses, trained and decorated elephants, besides ivory goods,
matchless royal costumes embroidered with real gold and silver
threads, unique traditional jewellery with huge and costly gems,
diamonds and other precious stones and metals. The coiffeurs
of the Kakatiyas were always filled with enormous wealth,
food and fodder. The Orugallu fort was heavily guarded by
the brave warriors of Telangana. The fort was known for its
three layers long wall, architectural design, peculiar moat
design, heritage sites, unique temples, beautiful and useful water
bodies, with a deep wide ditch defence mechanism with unique
watering systems and a soggy muddy wall which encircled the
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fortifications and was supported by two layers of thick stones
walls. According to the local sources the fort was first militarily
designed and garrisoned by the famous Kakatiya ruler Ganpati
Deva and later renovated by Queen Rudramma Devi and
further strengthened and fortified by Pratap Rudra Deva II
and finally ruined by the Khalji and Tughluq invaders.

KHAMMAM FORT - Khammam fort is a very old
architectural fortified site constructed and renovated many
times during the regime of Kakatiyas and Misunuri Nayaks
and followed by other rulers such as Bahmanis, Qutubshahis
and Asaf Jahis etc. Presently Khammam fort is a very famous
tourist destination which attracts numerous visitors every year.
Khammam, was historically known as Stanbbhadri,
Kambbhdri, Kambhan, Khammam Mettu and finally came to
be known as Khammam fort. It is one of the finest example of
defensive architecture which was once the stronghold of heroic
Kakatiyas but was later on captured by Misunuri Nayaks. In
due course of history the Khammam fort remained with
Qutubshahis and Asaf Jahis of Hyderabad upto the
independence of India.

NIZAMABAD FORT - Upto 5th century the
fortifications of the area were known as Indra puri, Induru i.e
Indrapur which derived its origin from the chieftain Indersain.
According to epigraphical sources once this fortified Killa was
a famous stronghold of the Rashtrakutas and was a well-known
military station and was administered upto 9th/10th century
by the successor of Indersain. The defence of Indra puri was
subjugated by mighty Kakatiyas who then renovated the fort
and converted the entire defensive architecture and posts of
Induru into a mighty fortified station. Later Nizam of
Hyderabad occupied it and ruled Nizamabad region till the
unification of the Hyderabad state with independent India.
Under Asaf Jahis it was known as Nizamabad fort. The
Nizamabad fort is very near to the city centre and Gandhi
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Chowk in the present day Nizamabad city. The star tourist
attractions of the Nizamabad fort are Ramalayam temple,
Jagannath temple, Raghunath Temple and displayed mounted
canons and various other arts and artefacts.

BHUVANGIRI/YADDRI/BHONGIR FORT -
Earliest known medieval inscription from Telangana’s
Bhuvangiri zone reveals that Bhuvangiri fort was first founded,
constructed and administered by Chalukya rulers. Bhuvangiri
got military prominence during the times of great Kakatiyas
and was renovated by Queen Rudramma Devi. Recently while
renovating old houses of the nearby villages many
archaeological findings were unearthed which proved the
historic importance of Bhuvangiri RajKota. Anyone can draw
a conclusion that Bhuvangiri was once a stronghold of the
Chalukyas and an important military post. The history of the
fort of Bhongir revolves around legendary western Chalukya
rulers Tribhuvanmalla and Mugla Mulugu Vikramaditya,VI
who was known as founder of this well fortified Killa. It was
first occupied by Chalukyas who constructed and nurtured this
fortified site of Vikramgiri in between 6th to10th century and
named it as Bhuvaneshvati now populatly known as Bhongir/
Yaddri. Recently an inquisitive scholar from Telangana Shri
Hari Ji forwarded some photographs along with information
about findings of a rare inscription about Kakatiya ruler
Pratapa Rudra Deva II, which was accidentally unearthed while
a villager renovated his parental house in the vicinity of
Bhuvangiri fort, Yaddari, Taluka. According to Shiri Hari Ji I
quote ““ Inscription of Pratapa Rudra Deva II along with some
sculptures were found, during the course of house renovation
work in the village Bhongir, Yadadri, Bhuvanagiri district,
Telangana. It is written in Telugu language and characters and
is dated Uaka 1240, Kalayukta, Ashada,flu 15, Thursday
corresponding to 1318 C.E. Records the gift of lands in the
village Bhunagiri to the god Uri Viravadrgtvara, for burning a
perpetual lamp in the temple by Ashtadasaprajas in the village,
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for the merit of the King, Reddis, Karanas, officers and their
own merit.” Thank you respected Hari Ji for providing this
very important information to the historians of the Telangana
which also vindicated my opinion that scientific history cannot
be written without consulting local sources and lot of
archaeological scope still exists for the pursuit of history of
Kakatiyas.

MEDAK FORT - Under the Kakatiya rulers Medak
region was known for its various agricultural produce which
was cultivated by the farmers and was renowned for its
excellent quality rice. The fort of Medak and the adjoining
area during Pratap Rudra Deva was known as “METHUKU
DURGAM” known for prepared rice dishes. Kakatiya rulers
strengthened the defensive architecture of the Medak fort
during their regime. Later Misunuri Nayaks also renovated its
ramparts and restored old moat design. The Qutubshahis also
made certain defensive changes and constructed numerous
barracks for their stationed soldiers, out posts, new civil
structures, houses for nobility, granary stores and mounted guns
on its ramparts to enhance the security of the Medak fort.
Medak is also famous for Edupayalu Vana Durga Bhavani
Temple which still is a popular pilgrimage destination in the
present day Telangana. The Medak fort has great architectural
value which is reflected from “Gandabherundam” a double
headed mighty symbol from the times of Kakatiyas besides
many temples, mosque, masonry works like Prathma
Dwaram(first darwaja), Shimadwaram(lion darwaja), Gaja
dwaram (elephants gate) and beautiful wood carving near horse
stables.

GOLCONDA FORT - Initially known as Mankal,
Golconda Fort bears witness to the Glorious history of
Telangana and was strategically renovated and reconstructed
numerous times with altered defensive architecture during
medieval India for the safety of its inhabitants. It is known the
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world over as a one of the finest specimen of the Kakatiyas
and Qutubshahis architectural marvel for defence craft
techniques and design which is unique in architectural design
and differs from other Forts of India. In the beginning its hill
ranges were first strengthened by Kakatiyas and later
redeveloped by Qutubshahis for defensive purposes. Golconda
fortress is also known for its unique clapping sounds system,
fabulous fountains, beautiful gardens particularly Nagina Bagh,
fort museum, classical armoury and properly stored small
cannon balls and beautiful Khufiya gate. Its first entrance gate
is covered by solid stone wall which is not visible to its visitors
without reaching there. Unique architectural design of
magnificent Golconda fort s rarely seen in other Forts of India.
Its light and sounds show in the impressive voice of yesteryear’s
famous cine star Amitabh Bachhan is vociferously applauded
by attending tourists and the massive tourist turnout in turn
reflects its historical value.

Telangana has rich treasure troves of forts, fortification,
architectural marvels in addition to the ones mentioned above
like Elgandal fort, Gadwal fort, Nagnur fort etc. These fortified
architectural sites comprising of various reservoirs, lakes,
heritage temples, water bodies, Mahals, educational and
religious monuments in and around these forts and heritage
buildings are scattered all over Telangana.

Historians and Histiriography of the Kakatiyas

Glory and grandeur of Telangana under the Kakatiyas
was second to none in the history of India. Kakatiyas rendered
excellent meritorious public services in the chequered annals
of the history of our mother land. But it is painful to see that
there is no more than a passing reference in our children’s school
curriculum at the national level while we see the glorification
of other dynasties. Therein emerges the question that inspite
of such effulgent history why it was never highlighted, as it
should have been in our NCERT BOOKS, NBT, NBC
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BOOKS prepared under the aegis of government educational
agencies with the previous management. I am sorry to say that
even some eminent academicians for reasons best known to
them deliberately skipped to incorporate such towering
personalities in the NCERT’s syllabus. Thanks are due to the
present incumbents at UGC and other government educational
agencies and few of our historian friends that it will soon be
included in the syllabus and contributions of Telangana and
the Glorious history of the Kakatiyas will be highlighted.

We always find that European scholars relied on their
own local sources while researching and studying their history
rather than on similar important sources of other countries.
British historians occasionally recognized the Indian military
records related to the first and Second World War’s history
particularly the contributions made by the people of numerous
fortified cities of Indian princely states. Though British
themselves extensively used the forts, fortifications and
fortified cantonments of North and South India during the
world wars, without recognizing the significant contributions
and only appreciated the financial support of the princely states
and preferred to avoid mentioning the contributions made by
fortified Indian cantonments, towns, forts, fortified cities of
India including Telangana. What to talk of others, even
internationally acclaimed historian like late Prof. A.].P. Taylor,
F. Lee Bens, S. W. Fay, Meckneir and Lach and “What is
history” author E. H. Carr who is often quoted by the Indian
historians to make a point; in his celebrated book “The Twenty
Years Crisis 1919-1939” avoided mentioning significant
contributions made by the Indians. Though Carr himself opines
that event is more important than the spot where it happened;
after event the spot automatically becomes important for the
historical study. Then why did he avoid consulting and
mentioning the military records of India? which were easily
available in European archives both in Paris and London.
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European historians, scientists and other educational
luminaries regularly usurped Indian manuscripts related to
science, technological advancement, medicine, astronomy,
geographic knowledge and other architectural subjects and yet
again preferred to highlight their own scientists, scholars,
historians and monuments without acknowledging the
scientific, historical, architectural and other important
contributions of people of the Indian sub-continent. Similarly
the historians and historiographers of the Greek, Chinese,
Arabs, Persian and the other east Orientalist historians did
not acknowledge the Indian contributions as well.

The western historiographers, archivists, archaeologists
and numismatics primarily relied and used their own local
sources while recording their own history. Interestingly while
writing about Indian history they always focused on their own
records and archival sources, which were mostly written,
maintained and created by their own predecessors, bureaucracy,
court historians and agencies. Of course during the same period,
Indian historians with earnest zeel and determination had
written excellent history of India as well as of Telangana, which
were based on authentic local historical sources and regional
authorities.

Another irony of the military historiography of India
is that many of the European, Arabs, Persian and other East
Oriental scholars of ancient, medieval and modern India never
even visited important forts and fortified cities of India or for
that matter Telangana and yet are known as authentic
authorities. Some of our historians from pre and post
independent India frequently accepted their authenticity on
Indian regional history. It is interesting to note that untill few
years back Megasthenes the famous Greek historian and his
book Indica was considered as an authentic account of the
military history of the Indian sub-continent, undoubtedly it is
for few events, but not for every military event and references
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to Indian military history. In fact only three pages of
Megasthenes’s Indica related to India are available; restof the
pages of Indica are lost in obscurity and not available to
researchers, remember, I reiterate that only three pages of
Indica are available in various world libraries related to Indian
history and that too in the Latin language. Then it becomes
imperative to use local sources which are not only authentic
but also many a times firsthand experience.

The eminent Persian scholar and renowned historian
late Prof. S. B. P. Nigam expressed the same opinion about
medieval Indian history. While citing the example of famous
geographer Suleman Soudagar and medieval historian Al
Qalaksandi and his work Su’bhul Asa for the study of the
Tughlugs, who invaded Telangana, Prof. S. B. P. Nigam further
elaborated about such anomalies related to Deccan history.
Well known medieval Persian historian Ferishta who never
visited Chittorgarh fort but historians quote his narrative about
the siege of Chittorgarh fort. So with the famous Indian
historian Zia-ud-Din-Barani’s Deccan and Mongol references
which aren’t complete and we have to rely on other Persian
and non Persian sources. One of the best contemporary Indian
historian Amir Khusrau Dehlvi, who visited Deccan during
the sieges of various fortified cities of Deccan by the army of
the Sultan of Delhi; though his account is one of the best and
very relevant and authentic for the siege of Warangal and
other fortresses but he too had wrongly recorded the name of
the Kakatiya ruler Pratap Rudra Deva Il jas Ladder Deva and
avoided mentioning the early successes of Pratap Rudra Deva
and numerous other merits of the Kakatiya’s civil and military
administrative systems. Amir Khusrau Dehlvi instead of
mentioning the strength and versatility of the social systems
of Telangana under Kaktiyas preferred to focus on other
aspects. While missing out on the good techniques and
peculiarities of water resource managements that existed in
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Telangana under Kakatiyas rulers, he preferred to mention the
atrocities committed on the besiegers, war booties, looting and
miserable debacle of the fortresses of Warangal and other
adjoining fortresses. To quote one more; the Italian traveller
Marco Polo though gave good account of the reign of Kakatiya
Queen Rudramma Devi but skipped her glorious public deeds
in war and peace in detail. Marco Polo gave very brief account
about the public welfare activities of the Kakatiyas.
Interestingly Marco Polo himself confessed just before his death
that he recorded only half of what he fully saw in his life and
tours. What to talk of medieval India even in British India a
Scottish historian James Miline popularly known as James Mill
is the best example of such anomaly. James Mill never visited
India, yet he is frequently used as an authority on civil and
military history of India. Our senior colleague and a renowned
historian, Late Prof. S. C. Mittal Sahab brought into light this
gross historiographical error to the academic galaxy and
rectified it through his excellent historical commentary on
James Mill.

Therefore, I suggest to avoid gaps in our regional
military history and to know more about forts and fortifications
of Telangana our study must be based on our own local
sources i.e inscriptions, epigraphs, numismatics, coinage and
metallurgy, archival and literary sources, chronicles,
iconography, seals, sigillography, sculptures, fortified
architectural monuments, heritage remains of the historical
cities, towns,

Royal gardens, religious and educational mansions,
defensive and fortified structures which are available in every
parts of the country.

The way Ahead

Here I request you to keep up the momentum and work
hard for highlighting the glorious history of Telangana. We

68



Sixth Annual Session Proceedings

must remain consistent and make every effort both individually
as well as collectively for the purpose as by and large up till
now it has remained absent and neglected in the NCERT, NBT
BOOKS. One can understand that before the independence it
was neglected may be due to the lack of knowledge of local
historical sources of Telangana and the dominance of
European scholars who were accustomed to generally consult
chronicles of the medieval court historians and historiographers
of the contemporary and later contemporary sources while
missing out on the local sources.

Therefore, I appeal to this Augustus body of the
historians that the history must be studied in minute details
and should always be based on genuine local sources and be
made job oriented and interesting for the comings generations.
Needless to say that simultaneously authentic European and
Oriental sources must also be consulted, verified and
incorporated in our regional history for a better scientific result
oriented history of the Indian sub-continent which is all
encompassing.

Conclusion

Kakatiyas played a vital role in the history of India as
it reflects from the glorious history of The Telangana State. In
my opinion Kakatiya rulers were in reality the “Jan Priya” rulers
and will always be remembered as the men of the masses of
Telangana . The Forts, fortifications, fortified cities, towns and
villages all were nurtured effectively by them by good
governance, administrative institutions and effective adaptation
of wvaluable public welfare activities and procedures in and
around the fort and fortresses for the upliftment of the people
of Telangana which continues to strive even in present day
Telangana and are the beautiful specimen of their matchless
services rendered for the cause of our nation’s history, mankind
and for the glory of Telangana.
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In the end before I conclude, in nutshell I would like
to draw the attention of all the participants that we should
study, research and generate public awareness about the forts
and fortified heritage, architectural sites of Telangana and pay
more attention and respect to the glorious deeds of our
predecessors and public welfare social services rendered by
them. We should devote more time and attention to highlight
and utilise their value and job oriented utility in tourism sector
in Telangana .The forts and fortified cities of Telangana be
developed with focused job orientation. The government and
archaeological department must protect their architectural and
historical legacy, values and should provide adequate facilities
to the visitors. The teachings from history should be made
compulsory in our schools, colleges, universities and certain
relevant aspects in allied technological institutions. All the
history teachers of Telangana should join their hand for this
noble cause and come forward with utmost commitment to
their subject. This study of the forts and fortified cities, towns
and villages of Telangana should be included in curtriculum of
text books for the purpose and should be thoroughly studied,
researched and highlighting the importance of the subject
continuously. Sit! Thank you all, for giving me a chance to
express my views about “The Glory of Telangana and the
Glorious Kakatiyas” and the forts and fortifications and walled
cities of Telangana.
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CONTRIBUTION OF ADIVASI HEROS IN
TELANGANA-SPECIAL REFERENCE OF
SOYAM GANGULU (1919- 1951)

Prof. Arjun Rao Kuthadi

There are 33 tribes in the
united Andhra Pradesh while there
are 30 indigenous tribes in the
forest and tribes like Lambadi,
Erukala and Yanadi in the plains.
In the catchment area of
Narmada, Krishna, Godavari and
Penna rivers in the Satpura
mountain range, and in the catchment area of the Mahanadi
which originates in Chhattisgarh and flows into Odisha,
between the catchment areas of the Brahmani and Vaitarini
rivers which flow into Jharkhand and Orissa, and in the
Vindhya mountains which are spread over the highest territory
of eastern Uttar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh, Kaimur in Bihar
( Range) in the mountainous region and in Bengal, there are
about 573 tribes living throughout the country. There are many
more tribes to be identified. Muria, Koyathur (Burudu), Koygal
(Batuga), Korga (Para Paral), Koiravati, Raj Gond Gond Lowar,
Kothadwal, Koyyal, Kolam, Pradhan etc. mainly in Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Chhattisgarh regions. Raj Gond,
Koya, Gond, Pradhan, Kolam, Toti, Nayakapodu, Kondareddy,
Kondadora, Bagatua, Savara, Jatapu, Kotwal, Kolia, Koyamali,
Chenchu, Korwal, Korana, Kolaha etc. in Telangana, Andhra,
Karnataka. Kol, Dharu, Kondi, Kondo, Dongria, Savara,

* Dean, Faculty of Social Sciences, Osmania University, Hyderabad.
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Sabara, Komundal, Kheria, Kora, Kokya, Kalnal, Kotia, Kol,
Bhil, Zhuang, Santal, Munda, Oran, Heu etc. in UP, Jharkhand,
Bihar, Odisha. are important. The division of ‘Saga’ Ghattas
among these tribes continues even today. In terms of
population, the largest number of natives live in our country
after the continent of Africa.

The Indus civilization developed to the level of
agricultural-urban civilizations about 5 thousand years ago,
before the arrival of the nomadic, pastoral, patriarchal, barbaric
Aryans (Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaishya Varnas) to our country
as part of the mass migration of primitive tribes for survival.
The Gond community is a part of the Indus culture, researchers
say, and the Aryans are mentioned in the stories of the Rigveda
and the Mahabharata. According to SR Gadgil the kingdoms
named Gondwana are historically very famous. Their language
is Gondi darshan, Gondi traditions and Cultural affairs are well
known.

It was the first land on Earth that is now known as the
continent of Africa. After the emergence of the human race,
our country is one of the many landmasses that split the
landmass of Africa. It was once a Gondwana territory known
as the Jambhu Peninsula. The territory of Australia was also
once close to our Gondwana. Australia was formerly known
as “Howland”. A large number of natives of “Hu” tribe in
Jharkhand and Odisha (belonging to the Munda language family)
are still living today. A team of Sydney scientists concluded
that many islands similar to present-day Gondwana land
between India and Australia are submerged in the sea bed.
The natives of this Gondwanaland are today known as adivasis.
During the discussion to be called the people of the social
group, first they were called as Adivasi (Sanskrit word meaning-
from beginning/ origin) and after some tesearch as original
inhabitant and then in a specific area with a special economic
way of life, language and culture and living from the beginning
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(original). They were called as adivasis (Aboriginals)).But the
British under the influence of Sanskrit scholars finally called
them as Girijan (in the hills and mountain range) in English as
tri (those who live in the trees). They were not clearly defined
in the constitution. Anyway, we call them as aborigines. It was
by this one can clearly differentiate between native and non-
native adivasis .

The Muslim conquerors from Turkey and Afghanistan
attacked the territory of medieval India from the west with
the aim of plundering and over time, the Mughal dynasty
formed an empire in the entire Indian subcontinent except for
the Gondwana region. The Mughal Empire was the strongest
and most extensive after the historically important Magadha
Empire, which flourished from the 3rd century AD. But such a
strong empire could not occupy the Gondwana region and
establish a kingdom like the Magadha Empire. There are many
reasons for this, but the main one is the dense forest with its
unique cultural traditions, heroic and martial. The main reason
was the autonomous kingdoms of many tribes with traditional
Gondi dharma. Language is the most important basis along
with the emergence of many local kingdoms which prove this
fact.

Historical Background of Tribal Movements In India

The natives fought incessantly for the protection of
their regional kingdoms against the Satavahanas of Andhra
and Telangana regions and later the Kakatiya feudal autocratic
kingdoms. Mainly against the Kakatiya Kingdom in today’s
Warangal- Karimnagar- Khammam areas of Godavari valley
in the years 1200 to 1300 AD under the leadership of
Pagidigidaraja, Sammakka, Sarakka and Jampanna, the history
is famous. This was followed by several small and large native
rebellions against the expansion of the Mughal Empire, notably
the Bhilla Rebellion (1632) against the British Empire, the
Gondal Rebellion (1643), the Pahadia (Mountains) Rebellion
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in the Chanar Hills of 1778, the Rampa Pithuri Struggle in
1803, and the Munda Rebellion. (1816 - 1837) Kond Rebellion
(18306), 1834 - 46 Asifabad was the center of Ranji Gond.
Mutiny, Santal Mutiny of 1855, Mundal Mutiny led by Birsa
Munda in 1885, Kol, Muraila Mutiny (1860), Juangu Mutiny
(1861), Karukonda Subbareddy Struggle (1857) in today’s
West Godavari region, Gondula Mutiny in 1910 led by
Gundadhar, Bhunkal Mutiny in present day Abujmad forest
area of Chhattisgarh 1922-24 Gantandora| | Alluri
Sitaramaraja’s Manyam Rebellion, 1928-40s Jodeghat struggle
for “Jal, Jungle and Jamins” led by Komurambhim, today’s
Mayur Banj in Odisha, Santhal Pargana in Bengal led by
Siddhukan Murmo are 200 mutinies known in the history of
Mulavasi during the last thousand years. All these struggles in
central India or the Gondwana region were armed rebellions
by the natives for their “self-governance - forest protection -
self-respect”. All these revolts brought the problems of the
natives to the attention of the world and achieved some results
but were stopped by brutal repression. After the revisionists
betrayed the armed struggle in Telangana between 1946-51,
today it is the continuation of the peasant armed rebellions in
the Godavariloya and Dandakaranya regions under the
leadership of the communist revolutionaries (Naxalites and
Maoists).

Today’s native armed struggle is the great strength of
the proletarian ideology of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. This
factor is the reason for the qualitative change in the native
struggles. The conservative natives who took up this ideology
took the armed struggle to newer heights. The strong seeds of
India’s new egalitarian state lay in the traditional armed struggle
of those natives mentioned above. Realizing this, the colonial
rulers, whose agents are the present-day Brahminical rulers,
promote the struggle of the natives as the “greatest danger to
internal security”, depriving them of shelter and encouraging
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them to migrate into the jungles to plunder their wealth. They
are creating conflicts between natives and non-natives. In this
background, the latest conflicts between the natives and the
Lambada tribes have arisen. Although the participants in these
conflicts have limited benefits, the rulers who provoke them
have immediate and long-term goals.

During the partition of Hindustan (India)-Pakistan in
1947, when the power was transferred from the British to the
exploitative ruling classes of our country, negotiations were
held at Chotanagpur centre on November 9, 1947 between
the Government of India under Nehru and the tribes of the
natives for the protection of their territory. In these discussions,
the natives demanded a separate country for themselves instead
of being a part of India. The then Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru, who knew the struggles of the natives, rejected the
demand for a separate country and imposed a decision that
the natives could rule the native areas under the constitution
as part of the Indian state. As a part of this, during the drafting
of the Constitution of India, the natives created the 5th and
6th Schedules with the aim of establishing a system of self-
governance over the forest areas and gave them the “authority”
to govern their own areas. The fact that indigenous people
have primary authority over democratic way of life,
administration, culture protection, forest and areas must not
be recognized.

In 1956, in the course of the formation of linguistic
states on the basis of language, the Nehru government instead
of forming the regions of Gondwana religious origin as separate
Gondwana autonomous regions, the Gondwana region of
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and
Madhya Pradesh states have been divided into pieces and the
natives have been torn apart and their motherland has been
torn apart by dogs. They created artificial constitutional and
administrative divisions and undermined unity among them.
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The indigenous territories were “developed” by the imperialist
states. In the name of broker exploitative groups) they
encouraged migration and colonial feudal system and looted
the natural resources and labor power of the natives in the
respective areas and turned them into kandishikas in their own
motherland. Domestic and foreign corporate powers are
competing for the mineral wealth required for the production
of imperialist commodities and the chief labor in the forest.
For many decades, for the benefit of Brahmin, Muslim, Maratha,
Kamma, Velama, Reddy colonial landlords, today the natives
are being sacrificed for the dominance of corporate companies.
The aboriginal areas became the focus of migration from the
plains to the jungles of the aborigines. They were driven into
the lowlands. In the name of development, due to the many
schemes undertaken by the central and state governments
against the constitution, the migrants of the plains have been
given a suitable land. By dividing the forest area in the name
of reserve and non-reserve forest, by occupying the forest
under the names of protected areas and parks, the government
has become a big colonial landlord. This is their unique set of
lifestyle and culture with democratic and moral values
intertwined with the forest. In particular, their historical and
psychological unity with the forest was disrupted and they
became homeless. In short, every scheme undertaken in the
guise of forest development has created havoc in the lives of
the natives.

The British-Nizam government started efforts to bring
the forest under its control from 1864 and for this purpose
enacted the India Act in 1867 and the Forest Act in 1878. In
1894, under the guise of development, the Land Acquisition
Act was brought. Another act was passed in 1927 as part of a
scheme to extract revenue from the forest without investing a
single penny. Due to these laws, the natives who had lived
free until then were bound by the laws of the colonial
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government. The natives, who were inextricably linked with
the forest, were alienated from the forest. This was also later
violated due to native rebellions against all these laws, which
prevented non-natives from owning land in forest areas (the
Prohibition Act of 1917). Jodeghat under the leadership of
Komaram Bhim After the mutiny, the Nizam’s government
enacted the Tribal Area Regulation 1356 Fasli in 1949.
According to this, Moolavasi villages have been identified as
notified areas. In its place in 1963, the Andhra Pradesh
Scheduled Areas Land Transfer Regulation (1959) Act was
also applied to Telangana. The migration of landlords and
moneylenders did not stop but intensified. While the collective
life and symbiosis of indigenous people intertwined with the
forest for generations has been battered by the influx of
“civilized” immigrants for the past 50 years, the destruction
of the forest in the name of development has left behind endless
pollution, upsetting the ecological balance. In the area where
they were born and brought up, they were turned into aliens,
wage slaves and beggars, and the survival of the natives became
questionable.

Conditions of Adivasis in Telangana:

Telangana People’s armed struggle occurred when;
India was ruled basically by two types of rulers: (a) the British
administered provinces of India known as British India and
(b) ‘princely India’ or those states governed by princes,
maharajas, rajas and nawabs. Among them, Hyderabad was
the largest one, which was under the Nizam prince, and
Telangana is one out of three linguistic regions-Telugu,
Marathwada and Kannada - of Hyderabad. The Telangana
revolt began in the middle of 1946 and lasted for five years. It
was an armed resistance of women and men to feudal
oppression or against the princely state in Telangana. It was a
struggle against the autocratic rule of Nizam and the Zamindari
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system. There were three types of landholding systems-sarf-e-
khas (the land controlled by Nizam and his family from where
revenues collected were used for their personal expenses) and
Jagirs (the land which has been given to Jagirdars) and
government land were those who were loyal to the Nizam
enjoying their own police, revenue, civil and criminal systems.
They had received Jagirs and become revenue officers or
generals in the army. They also had rights over forests and
fisheries and exercised police and judicial functions. Having
all the power they compelled people to forced labour. People’s
conditions of Jagir areas were oppressed and the jagirdars and
their agents were free to collect a variety of illegal taxes from
the actual cultivators. There was also the Vettii (free services
to the proprietors) system. Every peasant was compelled to
contribute Vetti to the zamindar. Only after completing
operations on the landlord’s agricultural fields and houses”,
peasants and labourers could work for themselves. A tenant
and his family had a compulsion to leave food on their plate
and go to the landlord whenever called.

Tribal struggles are unique in history. The neglect of
the history of adivasi’s self-government movements for land,
food, and liberation from the oppressive forces of exploitation
is a reminder of the plight of today’s rulers and historians. Yet
tribal sacrifices remain as the last resort in the pages of history.
Among those who remain anonymous is the lineage of warriors
such as Ramji Gond, Komaram Suru, Gundadar, Gantam Dora,
Mallu Dora, Singanna, Padalu, Kupaar ling and Soyam
Gangulu.

The armed struggle in Telangana from 1946 to 1951
for the radical change of feudal land relations, which had been
going on since the Razakars, turned an ordinary man like
Gangulu into an adventuring warrior. Gangulu, popularly
known as Koya Bebbuli, was a great leader in the palvancha
estate of the Nizam’s kingdom.

81



TELANGANA HISTORY CONGRESS

As part of the Telangana armed struggle, Late Soyam
Gangulu, a prominent figure who led a heroic movement for
the protection of the tribals in the Palvancha region, against
the Razakars, the Nizam’s army and the Nizam’s system. Soyam
Gangulu’s hometown is the barren village of Zamedaru in the
Dammapeta Revenue Suburb, within the Palvancha forest area
of Khammam district, bordering Telangana state under the
Nizam government’s tyrannical rule. He was the first child
who was born to a pious couple named Sai Ramudu and
Papamma in the year 1919. Koyagudam Jamedar Banjara is a
village in the densely forested area about 15 km from Andhra
Pradesh, inhabited by about 40 families like Soyam, Kanithi,
Borra, Goram, Kaaram, Kunjaa, Tellam, Vooke, Korsaa,
Kursam, Kaaka, Kooram etc,

Zamedaru Banjara Village and Family Background of
Gangulu

In this village Nayamut khan was in charge of the
administration of Dammapeta Mouza in connection with the
Nizam’s government. He lived mostly in the village of Banjara
for ease of administration. He was referred to as Zamedar by
the people of the surrounding areas. It is said that the village
was officially recognized as a Zamedar barren before 1920 by
his name.

The father of the Soyam Gangulu acted as a leader for
the caste community in this village. He leads the village with
tribal commitments, traditions, customs and culture on one
palm. The Gangulu family had special honours in this village.
As aleader of the caste group, Gangulu’s father is also familiar
with the surrounding villages. His family had relatives in many
villages in West Godavari district, Jeelugumilli Mandal,
Mulakalapalli, Aswaraopeta and Chudragonda mandal as well.
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Soyam Gangulu As a child

From an early age, Gangulu was as intelligent as his
father. He was well known for car driving, a brave and
adventurous boy who used to hunt in the jungle. He learns
everything very easily and quickly in a skilful manner. He spent
most of his time in his relatives’ grandfather’s and villages in
the border district border region of Godavari district Tigalapalli,
Marri Gudem, Chandramma colony and Chaviti gudem. In
those days there was fighting against the British in the West
Godavari region. Gangs who observe them often ask questions
and gather information. Having inherited leadership qualities
from his father, Gangulu had a clear understanding of the
injustices of the Nizam government.

Soyam Gangulu’s role in the movement

Gangulu movement life had three stages.
Balanandaswamy, who built an ashram at Perantalapally on
the banks of the Godavari in the first phase, played a key role
as the leader of the Ganges in the struggle against the Nizam
led by Singaraju.

With the entry of the Communists in the second phase
and he played a key role in turning Palwancha the forest into
their main base.

In the third phase, in the wake of police action such as
the Jallianwala Bagh tragedy, he revolted against the Nizam
within five days, launching lightning strikes and threatening
attacks on the Union Army, which had massacred communists
for three years and massacred hundreds.

Early in his youth, Gangulu met Singanna Dora at
Perantala Palli on the banks of the river Godavari when he
heard that tribal leader like Puram Singanna Dora were being
trained in various disciplines. Later he gradually mastered
traditional arts such as archery, sword etc. Gangulu was about
six feet tall and was sturdy, majestic, and terrifying to the enemy,
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with large eyes as sharp as fire particles. He loves everyone
and kind to all.

His qualities of heart, determination, fortitude, and
eloquence made him an unwavering leader in the community.
He had excellent combat tactics. His guider weighed about 14
kilograms. The zamindars, Patel’s, and Patwari’s were
heartbroken if they look at him. Ordinary people would have
had a lot of courage to hear his name.

In order to suppress the mass movement against the
Nizam and military dictatorship in the Telangana region, the
Razakars committed many atrocities and brutal acts and
beheaded thousands of innocent people. At that time Soyam
Gangulu built a strong movement to protect and for the lives
of the people of Palwancha in the forest area and enchanted
the Razakars.

Who are Razakars?

The Razakars were a military team set up by the
Nizam’s Lord in 1929 to preserve the special status of the
Nizam’s government territory that Muslims had long enjoyed
and to prevent the Nizam’s territory from being annexed to
independent India in the future. The same organization was
revived under the leadership of Qasim Razwi in 1946. Razakars
in khaki uniforms, with 50 thousand well-trained volunteers
in black hats, were the ones who created extremist anarchy
and panic conditions throughout the Nizam Kingdom.

Soyam Gangulu began his participation in the
movement at the age of 26, after the end of the second world
war that is, in 1945. Gangulu first gained experience of the
movement by participating with Puram Singanna Dora in the
ongoing anti-British movements in the West Godavari region.
He also collected ammunition such as guns from the area and,
with the help of his first comrade Kanithi Bullaiah in the
Dammapeta area, formed an advanced force with his villagers.
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Being an active participant who makes wise decisions
for himself. Gangulu roamed several tribal villages in the
Palwancha forest area and organized strong village forces. He
rose to become the Commander-in-Chief of the Palvancha
Area, waging several struggles against the unjust taxes and
feudal lords as well as against some of the local Velama
aristocrats and landlords under the tyrannical rule of the Nizam
government. Soon after Soyam Gangulu emerged as the
undisputed Commander of the Palwancha Area Force in the
ongoing Telangana armed struggle throughout the Nizam
region under the Communist Party. Hundreds of demonic
Razakars were deployed in the area at Patwarigudem,
Annapureddipalli, Thirumalakunta, Mulakalapalli, Nagupalli
and other camps to quell the forces led by the Soyam gangulu.
Despite the Nizam’s government infiltrating large numbers of
Razakars in the forest area, the Gangulu in Manyam thwarted
their tactics and threatened them.

But, Near Annapureddipally, when about 50 Gangulu
troopers were undergoing weapons training, hundreds of
Razakars surrounded them and opened fire. Fortunately,
Gangulu escaped and four Dalam members, including One
Razakar were killed in this Incident. The next day he
immediately held a meeting at Gutta near Balaraju gudem and
expressed his condolences to the four killed members in the
Annapureddipally shootings. Now Gangulu decided to deploy
strong troopers in all the villages, especially with well transport
routes, to countetr the Razakars.

He is credited with being the leader who played a key
role in mobilizing the village guards and guerrilla forces. With
this, he was heart fully welcomed by the people wherever he
went in the tribal villages. Many tribal youths who were
fascinated by him volunteered to work with him. Such as
Kanithi Bullaiah and Goram Veeraswamy for the expansion
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of the Communist Party, the formation of guerrilla tactics and
the formation of defence forces in the villages.

Gangulu’s companions and his followers:

Important followers who worked with him - The names

of the associates by their villages are given below.

A S N

o N N

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Kanithi Bullaiah (Dattu) - Jamedarubanjaru
Goram Veeraswamy (Bengu) - Jamedarubanjaru

Soyam Mutyalu (Jagapati) - Jamedarubanjaru

Borra Mallappu - Jamedarubanjaru
Sunnam Karrivadu - Jamedarubanjaru
(Panduraju)

Sunnam Ramulu - Jamedarubanjaru
Siri Pothappa - Ankampalem
Baita Motanna - Ankampalem
Kuram Chinamutyalu - Arla Penta
Korsa Pothappa - Arla Penta
Keesari Ramayya - Mogaralla Guppa
Kondru Nagulu - Mogaralla Guppa
Kambhapati Apparao - Dammapeta
Kodime Pothappa - Arlapenta

Karan Kannayya - Duradapadu
Ravva Ramulu - Chavatigudem
Uke Ramulu - Nandipadu

Tati Surappa - Gadrala

Keesari Potappa - Gurvaayi Gudem
Soyam Rajulu - Jamedarubanjaru
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21. Kambhampati Apparao - Dammapeta

22. Regalla Chennareddy - Achuthapuram
23. Wade Lakshmi - Lingalapalli

24. Ravva Ramudu - Ringureddipalli
25. Korsa Mahalaxmi - Lingalapalli

26. Kunja Errappa - Jamedarubanjaru
27. Uke Pullappa - Kommugudem

Expansion of the Armed Struggle in the villages

The Telangana armed struggle movement, which was
erupting against the Nizam government, infiltrated the tribal
villages in the Palwancha Manyam areas under the influence
of the revolutionary hero Soyam Gangulu. Reassuring the
tribals living in fear of the satanic actions of the Razakars in
those days, Gangulu formed Village security forces in every
village. The movement was intense in the villages at
Lingalapally, Arlapenta, Balarajugudem, Jaggaram,
Ankampalem, Thirumalakunta, Nandipadu, Jamedarubanjara,
Thottipampu, Mogarallaguppa, Chavatigudem, Kampagudem,
Gadrala and Annapureddipalli.

If the Razakar forces were to enter a village, all the
children in the village, from the newborns to the 5 year old,
would be tied up in the bushes and covered with their mouths
to hide their babies. Not only was Razakars convicted of
forcible conversions with religious affiliation. In addition to
this, some selfish Velama Dora’s started penetrating’s into tribal
areas, an attempt was made to suppress the movement and
were supported Razakars for their survival. No matter how
many conspiracies and obstacles were created by them,
Gangulu led and continues the strong movement in the agency.
With this, the cruel atrocities and tyrannical activities of the
Razakars were brought under control in this area. Gradually,
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the whole Manyam area completely has come under the control
of Soyam Gangulu. Gangulu himself supervised each tribal
village for 10 days and gave courage and assurance to the
Adivasis.

In the dense forest area near Vinayakapuram
Chilakalagandi, there was a fierce fight between the Koya
warriors and the military forces. Despite effectively confronting
hundreds of military forces, the military found a sympathizer
named Satyam. At a moment when no one dared to rescue
him, Soyam Gangulu with the help of a guider rescued him by
pouring rain of bullets and grenades. That is why this event
remains a great “ Koya struggle”(Koya Samaram). Thus, Soya
Gangulu succeeded in confronting the Union forces and
Razakars in the Agency area were instrumental in raising the
self-sufficient living standards of the aborigines.

Experiences of Korsa Jogayya (Yatalakunta: 88 yrs)

Korsa Jogayya was the closest to the tribal hero and
the communist warrior Soyam Gangulu. Being a man of little
literacy, Gangulu entrusted Jogayya with active duties in the
Dalam. Under their leadership the distinctive courier system
was strong. During the meeting with central leaders like
Puchalapally Sundarayya, Nallamalla Giriprasad and Chandra
Rajeshwara Rao, Jogayya was always next to Gangulu. Due to
Gangulu’s physique, the most sophisticated Guider (Which can
load 60 bullets), a weapon was specially imported from Russia
and given to Gangulu. If Gangulu, who has the extraordinary
tighting ability, was by our side, we would have the strength
of a thousand elephants.

On his way back from a meeting in Jagdalpur, according
to information provided by a congressman named Kannam
Singayya the military troops surrounded the Gangulu in the
Ramavaram area. As Gangulu fought heroically with his guider,
the military forces left their vans and fled into the jungle. He
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then attacked a military camp near Thirumalakunta and shot
and killed a section inspector. With this, Union forces were
alarmed then they decided to attack Gangulu when he was
found alone, as it was difficult to confront him with the troop.
As Gangulu and Jogayya were returning from a party office in
Ranguvarigudem, the military forces opened fire on them near
Allipalli. Immediately Gangulu got alerted and counterattacked
with his guider and Jogayya assisted him. Military forces fled
at great cost. While the military forces noted that the Gangulu
could not be confronted face-to-face even with guns, then the
government wanted the military forces to take steps to address
the Gangulu’s social movement goals and bring them into the
mainstream. But the landlords realized the government’s idea
and joined hands with some military officials to conspire to
end Gangulu, believing that Gangulu should not survive under
any circumstances.

Experiences of Regula Chennareddy (Achyuta Puram:
86 yrs)

Chennareddy first joined the Village Defence Force and
later became an active member of the Gangulu’s force at a
time when the Soyam Gangulu was relentlessly waging the
armed struggle in Telangana under the auspices of the
Communists to save the Palvancha region from the clutches
of the Razakars (Nizam’s military guards), landlords and union
forces. Gangulu started this movement against feudal lords
and slavery, especially in the region. Gangulu chose an armed
struggle to counter the anarchy of the military forces of
Razakars. Gangulu was very brave and adventurous, that is
why there must be hundreds of Razakars and military forces
to deal with the Gangulu or flee like cowards. “Fighting with
the Gangulu means fighting to the death.” Many conspiracies
were hatched by the landlords with the Razakars to kill Ganga,
but their plots were in vain. Occasionally, when members of a
guerrilla village force were found, they would kill them and
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spread false propaganda that they had killed Gangulu, trying
to demoralize the tribals.

After the year 1948, Telangana was annexed to
independent India after a military operation in the Nizam’s
region. At that time Gangulu met Puchhalapalli Sundarayya
while communist festivals were being held in all the districts.
He described the situation to Puchhalapalli Sundarayya as an
ongoing movement to save the tribal people. When Sundarayya
brought to the notice of the state government the need for the
Gangulu movement for the tribals, they responded positively
and asked him to lift the ban on the Gangulu and meet the
Gangulu in the mainstream. Gangulu also respected the
government’s decision and decided to surrender a few days
later. But some of the landlords who demanded the death of
the Gangulu along with the soldiers ended up conspiring with
the worst.

Experiences of Kooram Chinamuthyalu (Arlapenta: 85
yrs)

By 1945 he was 15 years old, at a time when the anti-
Razakars struggle was raging in the agency, by then Soyam
Gangulu was already 25 years old. While the cruel Razakars
were creating severe anarchy with their forces in Palwancha,
Kottagudem etc, then Gangulu himself came to the village of
Arlapenta; setting up troops in all the villages, Kuram
Chinamutyalu joined in the gangulu’s dalam and trained in
various disciplines. Two or three from each village were
certainly working with him as Weapons trainers. They were
given weapons training under the supervision of a non-tribal
trooper named Radha near Annapurnadipally. In the eyes of
the Soyam Gangulu, there were no differences of opinion.
Whoever commits injustice will be severely punished. As a
part of this, some of the local Muslim rulers were killed by
Gangulu who were creating atrocities. Soyam Gangulu was
very straightforward and is popularly known as “Duv (tiger).”
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Once Purem Singaraju, his mentor, who once betrayed the
movement and profited greatly from Aswaraopeta Babu Garu,
was expelled from the movement and ordered to be killed.
That’s the reason everyone in the troop behaved in a well-
disciplined manner was made possible by the directions of the
Gangulu.

Experiences of Soyam Kannappa (Gorregutta: 88 yrs)

A magnificent Koya warrior leader in the form of Soyam
Gangulu saves the people of Manyam region during the worst
and most horrific conditions that prevailed in the region.
Kannappa became an active member of the guerrilla force with
the Gangulu and Roams in the forest area. Gangulu had a large
single wood pistol along with the guider and made of wood
pistols for all other members. Gangulu was provided disciplined
training to all. Gangulu is a hero who does not know defeat
and is adept at cleverly avoiding any trooper in times of disaster.
He was also well versed in making grenades. Once in a fierce
fire in the Arlapenta forest, Gangulu fought with his guide
with the army without causing any damage to his troops. Two
members of the military were killed in the fighting. Thus,
guarding his troopers, Gangulu struck back at the Union forces
and the Razakars with lightning strikes. Nizam military,
Razakars completely disappeared with military action. But the
Union forces along with some landlords continued the atrocities,
and hundreds of acres of land remained in their possession.
Still, Vettichakiri and Slavery system continued in the region
and was instrumental in the second movement of the Gangulu.
The democratic government formed in the Telangana region
in 1946 had a positive attitude towards the Soyam Gangulu
from a social humanitarian point of view. But under pressure
from landlords’ union forces wanted to target and kill Gangulu.

One day there was a small dispute with the villagers
of Marrigudem, Thigalapalli, Gattugudem and Palacharla over
the marriage of a member named Mahalakshmi. Gangulu was
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the only one who went to the village to resolve the dispute.
All the village elders were afraid of Ganga and admitted their
mistake, then he forgave them and from there went to
Chandramma’s house in Palacharla village. Sensing Gangulu’s
arrival, the military threatened Chandramma, and
conspiratorially captured and brutally murdered him.

The Heroic Death of a Tribal Revolutionary

Despite the independence of India on August 15, 1947,
the enslavement of the people of Nizam State was still
entrenched. When the state of Nizam was not incorporated
into India, the Ruler of Nizam issued a Farman declaring the
status of the independent kingdom. By the time the Join India
Movement was already in full swing in the Nizam’s region ,many
Hindus and Muslims involved in the Join India movement were
brutally murdered by the Razakars. At this time the atrocities
of the Nizam turned out to be terrible for independent India.
The Government of India decided to take military action against
the Nizam at the suggestion of Shri Sardar Vallabai Patel, the
Home Minister of Independent India.

Indian forces led by Major JN Chowdhury surrounded
the Nizam’s area on September 13, 1945. Unable to resist the
Indian forces the Nizam’s army and Razakars surrendered on
September 17, 1948. Although the Nizam’ rule ended with
this military action, some of the Indian army who had been
encamped in the Palwancha forest area as part of the military
operation were kept in camps in the area. Due to this, the
second part of the Gangulu’s war re-emerged in 1948.

The Indian Union forces strongly decided to suppress
the movement leaders who led the movement in the agency,
tempting all those who had waged the Telangana armed
struggle against the Razakars. As part of this, some activists
were recruited as home guards. Efforts were also made to keep
Gangulu away from the movement. But some of the savages
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in the army who came to the defence of the area sexually
abused tribal women. Vettichakiri was arrogantly subjected to
them; the tribal people were treated as slaves. On the other
hand, some selfish aristocrats, who were the backbone of the
Razakars, entered and made political gains in the National
Congress soon after the end of the Nizam’s rule. Unable to
bear all this, Gangulu finally decided to launch a movement
again on the atrocities of the Indian army and the aristocrats.

Despite the decline in troop numbers after surrendering
to the Indian Army, Soyam Gangulu confronted the Indian
Army, deciding to continue fighting for his territory and the
survival of his race until he could once again hold his breath.
After nearly 3 years of failed attempts, the Indian Army,
frustrated at not being able to capture Gangulu, hatched a
conspiracy.

The decision to capture Soyam Gangulu was made by
his relatives, who were very close and loyal to Gangulu, and
eventually used it as a pawn to intimidate a woman named
Chandramma from Palacharla village in the present-day
Jeelgumili zone of the West Godavari district. On May 11,
1951, Gangulu went to the village of Palacharla, where he
was intoxicated by Chandramma. As soon as he got drunk, the
army officers came and captured him. Later he was tied to a
tree near a pond and tortured in the vilest and most vicious
manner and his flesh was cut off at Rudrakshapalli near
Sattupalli (at present Gandhinagar village). Then at last
Gangulu asked to be shot in the heart if he had the courage,
the soldiers shot him three rounds with a gun. With this, the
great warrior fell to the ground. On May 12, 1951, Gangulu’s
body was brought to Nagupalli and cremated by the army. The
loss of a great warrior from the tribal community plunged the
entire region into a sea of mourning,
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Conclusion

Gangulu led a great struggle at a time when the tribal
people of the Manyam region were living in despair and
depression due to looting and atrocities by the landlords and
Razakars. As a result of the Gangulu’s struggle, the appearance
of the Palvancha had totally changed. He fought against the
collection of illegal taxes and to increase the wages for the
labourers. Soyam Gangulu, the great warrior who shed his blood
and gave his life to protect the lives of the Adivasis and to
save their land. His ideology which guided the revolt through
many rules and regulations is ideal for all. Let us fulfil his
aspirations and protect the survival of the Adivasi community.
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Nizamabad district lIron, Wootz steel

and Trading centres in
Telangana State

Dr. S. Jaikishan*

It is the fact that India had
the richest iron ore deposits since
time unknown. The countties iron
and steel production reached its
peak in the early medieval period
to the end of the 19" Century. The
evidence was the production of
wootz steel, which was used in the

making of Damascus swords. Iron
mining, smelting and manufacturing of wootz steel was very
vigorous, in the medieval period, in many villages of Adilabad,
Karimnagar, Warangal and Nizamabad districts in Northern
Telangana. Several thousand people were employed, in various
activities related to mining, smelting, processing, iron and steel
and manufacturing of arms, to cater to the demands from the
local buyers and external traders. The scientific techniques of
mining of ores, smelting process and production of metals,
were not fully developed. Yet, this period was characterized
by full development. The large quantity of metal was produced
by applying crude local methods used by an application of
extraordinary partisanship while manufacturing wootz steel.

“Iron has both creative and destructive associations.
If the iron has represented the sustenance of life through
agriculture implements, its destructive potency has been amply
demonstrated by the weapons of war.”! In the words of the

* Chairman & Correspondent, Bhavans New Science College,
Narayanguda, Hyderabad
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famous Roman scientist, Pliny the Elder, said two thousand
years ago; “Iron mines bring man a most harmful tool. It is by
means of this tool that we cut into the ground, plant bushes,
flourishing orchards and make grape vines younger every year
by cutting off old vines with grapes. By this same tool, we
build houses, break stones and use iron all purposes. However,
it is also with the help of iron that we fight, battle, and rob.
And we do it not only at close quarters but giving it wings we
hurl it far into the distance now from embrasures now from
powerful human hands, now from the bows in the form of
feathered darts. The most great invention of the human brain.
For in order to enable death to catch up with man faster, it has
given it wings and armed iron with feathers. For that the blame
rests with man and not with nature.””

This paper is focused upon the medieval iron wootz
steel and arms manufacturing in the villages of Nizamabad
(which was known as Indur) district of the Northern Telangana
region. An attempt has been made to focus on adopted
technology in processing and manufacturing of iron and wootz
steel with the extraordinary work of the partisanship. This paper
based upon the references in contemporary Telugu texts,
translated Persian records, Travelogues besides monumental
secondary sources. The author surveyed several medieval iron
and wootz steel manufacturing villages in the district, and found
ample evidences like the remains of heaps of slag and crucibles.
The tools and objects made up of wootz steel are still used by
the artisan community in the region. The information recorded
by the author from the village smiths recalled their past
memories regarding wootz steel smelting as told by their
grandfathers.

The author’s personal observation is that even this day
there is enough iron ore available on the surface of the hillocks
and hills. And also a stream by the side of the village was a
source for the collection of iron ore in the shape of sand in
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rainy season. But at present it is not known to the people who
are living in the same village, even blacksmiths who are in the
villages do not know anything about the smelting of iron ore
and processing of wootz steel. People used to collect, the iron
ore, in the shape of stones, granules and sand only on the
surface of the earth, but they didn’t dig the mines as mentioned
by the travelers. Several times it is mentioned that the mines
are mere holes at a depth of a man. There are a number of
villages still unnoticed which have produced enough iron and
wootz steel in the medieval period in this region. It is noticed
that, in these villages, there are a good number of smiths
working only with their old ancestral implements made up of
wootz steel. Even they express their displeasure and discomfort
in using modern steel implements. Not only smiths but also
the carpenters, woodcutters, butchers, and toddy tapers are
using the wootz steel implements. The author has collected a
good number of iron objects, Crucible remains, wootz steel
ingots and wootz implements from the villages of Nizamabad
district.

Thelma Lowe’s a researcher working in the archives
of the Dutch East India Company in The Hague, Netherlands.
She joined Ph D in USA to work on Telangana iron industry,
and she has completed her field survey in 1979-80, for iron
and wootz making sites in the region. She identified mapped
and collected samples. She mentioned in her paper that as many
as 94 deposits of iron smelting debris located at 74 production
sites. Out of these 15 sites related to wootz steel making
centers. “.. Lowe’s pointed out that this area traditionally had
an iron industry for the smelting of ores that dated back to the
first millennium BC and that could have supported the Deccani
wootz process.””

Iron is not usually found anywhere on the earth as
usable metal, but it is generally found as iron ore. The common
ores of iron are hematite (FepO3), magnetite (Fe3Oy),
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goethite (HFeO»), and limonite (FeO(OH),, HyO).* “Though
the beginning of the Iron Age in India cannot be pinpointed,
some conclusions can be drawn from archaeological data. Early
excavations had indicated an early date for the iron age in south
India than in north India.”> Good numbers of iron implements
were found in the Megalithic burials. Also, Good numbers of
iron and steel implements were found in excavated early
Shathavahana sites dated back pre Christian era.

Iron ore deposits were found in several places in the
district and mining and manufacturing of iron and steel was
very brisk in the medieval period. Several medieval travelers
mentioned that there was abundance of good quality of iron
ore mines existing in Golkonda region. The known places in
Nizamabad district of the northern Telangana region are
Konasamudram, Kammaripally, Basheerabad, Sunketa,
Uppulur, Yerugatla, Konapuram, Narsapuram, Dammannapet,
Athmakur, Thoompalli Kothapalli, Deme, Errapad,
Ramannapet, Gudikal, Rautala, Sirikonda, Muchukur, Kalleda,
Farapuram, Dindurthy, and Akkachanalgutta near Kampalli
village. Most of the village names are etymologically identified
in the regional language related to iron, iron slag, iron smiths
and iron furnace. In Telugu ‘Inumu’ means lIron, ‘Chityamu’
means Slag or scum of melted metal, ‘Kammar:’ means Black
smith, and ‘Ko/mi’ means Furnace. Now we can find several
villages named after these related terms. For example,
‘Dindurthi’, ‘Inukunrthi’ and ‘Indurthi’ means iron village,
Rammaripeta, Kammaripally’, ‘Kammarashala’ and ‘Kammarala’
means the Village of Blacksmiths, ‘Kolimkunta’, ‘Kolimiyala’ or
Kodimayala’ names related to Black smith’s Furnace, and there
are several numbers of villages named after slag, i.e. Cityala
means the village remains of slag, ‘Chittapuram’, ‘Chitemula’.
We can strengthen the authenticity of the fact, that the names
of these villages have been mentioned by medieval travelers
and all these villages are still having huge quantities of slag,
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Not only had the above mentioned villages, but also there
several village names are etymologically identified with iron
and metals. With firmness stressing that these villages belong
to the early medieval period. In some villages, found the pieces
of slag in the walls of mud fort. The people living in these
villages at present are not known anything about the iron mining
and manufacturing of wootz steel that was already known to
the world. They don’t have any metal remains either with the
blacksmiths or with the general public in the villages. Simply,
they say that they don’t know anything about the iron smelting;
Some people say that may be true, but we do not know
anything, There are heaps of slags called as ‘chittepu pentaln,
and plenty of slogs spread over in the fields are called as
‘Chityapn Chealkaln’ (fields of slag) belongs to the farmers of
the same village. In some places now they are trying to plough
these lands. Few places the land being cleaned up with the
help of the Scrapers and few acres of land being ploughed
with the help of Tractors. They sorted out the slag spreading
all over the land kept in lots and using for the village roads.
People are ignorant of its archaeological importance, the slag
remains.

At first the iron ore was collected either in the shape
of stones or granules or sand collected from streams. Stones
and granules were pulverised and washed several times with
water to remove the clay particles. This ore would be placed in
the hearth between the charcoals, say one part of the ore
smelted with four parts of charcoal i.e. 1: 4. The blasting
furnace would run for about four to eight hours and resulting
in the solid-state iron bloom. These kinds of furnaces are locally
called as ‘Mudda Kolim? (Lump iron furnace) the smiths were
called as ‘Muwudda Kammruln’. Even this day we find this
community in several villages of Telangana.

Venice traveller ‘Marco Polo’ said that “The iron at
Hyderabad, at a very early period, obtained a wide renown,
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being in fact the material which, when made into steel, afforded
the source of supply for the manufacturer of Damascus blades,
the raw material having been exported to Persia and the Punjab
for that purpose”® Two villages, situated to the north of
Golkonda, namely Nirmal and Indore, are specially mentioned
in the Ain-I-Akbari” as producing excellent iron and steel.
Thevenot on his way to Golkonda visited the above places
and he described “... the town Indalwai of which nothing is to
be said in particular but that great many swords, daggers and
lances are made there, which are vended all over the Indies,
and that iron is taken out a mine near the town, in the mountain
of ‘Calagatchi’ (Kalaghat).”® According to Thevenot, “... at
Indelvai, i.e. Yedalvoi, four leagues from Indur, quantities of
swords, daggers, and the lances were made and distributed
thence throughout India.””

While describing the Golkonda soldiers Tavernier said
that “...the barrels of their muskets are stronger than ours,
and the iron is better and purer; this makes them not liable to
burst.”!

LEGACY OF WOOTZ STEEL

‘Wootz’1s a word derived from the Telugu word ‘Wokks’
means steel. Even in Kannada Language ‘Wokksr’ means steel.
“Whootz 1s a corruption of Gujarathi word ‘woos’, ‘Ukk#’
although may have been a more general term for steel, wootz
took on the quite specific meaning of the very high-carbon
steel made in small clay crucibles, in India. The manufacture
of wootz, a died art and this stopped gradually during the mid
19" century with the imposition of the British rule and the
introduction of more modern and cheaper steel.”"!

Iron has been producing in these identified localities
was processed into wootz steel. Moreover, implements would
always have been made with wootz steel in the region. The
wootz steel was made in specially constructed furnaces by the
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local smiths. Wootz steel called as Crucible steel, which was
produced, seems to have started in South India in 300 BC. “It
appears that the Rgredic Smith (Samhitha) manufactured steel
from magnetic iron oxide in an open hearth made of mud,
using bellows, after adding the dried medicinal plant cassia
anriculata Linn. At the time of fusing, bird’s wings were added
for carbonization. Finally, the fused mass was hammered to
get steel.”12 “The exact method of tempering which gave
hardness and other qualities of the product is not known even
today, though sophisticated scientific techniques have been
tried to unearth it, using the crucible remains from historical
sites. Archaeo-metallurgical field work in north Telangana has
helped to identify 93 sites of iron-smelting based on rich

magnetite and lateritic ores.”"

“... The true age of steel is defined as beginning with
the crucible steel process, which resulted in more homogeneous
true steel. It is likely that the age of steel using crucible
processes began in India around the pre Christian era leading
to the wootz process. Thus, the period spanning 300 BC to
AD 1856 is termed as the First Age Steel, whereby crucible
steelmaking and cementation were two significant processes
continued in the country.”'* The quantities produced were in
fifty grams to twenty kilogram size ingots. There was high
demand from the local buyers and an external trader was met
with the producers of the wootz steel.

Dr. Voysey who described the wootz steel making as
follows. ““The mines are mere holes dug through the thin granite
soil, and the ore is detached by small iron crowbars; it is then
collected and broken by means of a conical shaped fragment
of compact greenstone, and when too hard it is previously
roasted. The sand thus procured is washed and the heavier
parts separated by this process are smelted with charcoal in
small furnaces four or five feet high and five feet in diameter,
sunk two feet below the surface of the ground. The fire is kept
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up by a blast from four bullock skins placed at right angles to
each other, the muzzles resting on the upper edge of the furnace
so as to force the blast downwards. The bellows are piled night
and day, and during the operation the men are relieved every
four hours, each working twelve hours out of twenty- four.
The iron is obtained in a malleable state, and being cut into
pieces of about one pound in weight is converted into steel by
putting it into crucibles of various sizes, according to the
purposes for which the steel is to be applied. The fire is then
kept up for twenty-four hours with the dried branches of teak,
bamboo, and green leaves of various shrubs, as the natives
believe that the different kinds of woods employed in both
processes have a decisive effect in producing different qualities
of iron or steel. It is then allowed to subside, and the crucible
is placed on the ground to cool gradually, so that the particles
form crystals, from which ‘auhar’ or beautiful combinations
so much prized in the sword blades, are obtained. When cold
it is opened, and a cake of great hardness is found, weighing
on average about a pound and half. The cake is covered with
clay and annealed in the furnace for twelve or sixteen hours; it
is then taken out again and cooled, and the process is repeated
three or four times till the metal is rendered sufficiently soft to
be worked. Each sword generally is made of two small cakes,
which are formed into bars and afterwards welded together.
The ‘auhar’ is generally distributed evenly over the whole
blade, but in some of the most prized there is a horizontal or
oblique band running across at intervals of about one or two
inches, which is called Mahomet’s laddet.”"” the process is called
pattern welding. These blades were made with low carbon steel
and forged with pieces of high carbon steel are known as pattern
welding depicting the carbon bindings on the surface of the
blade.

Best varieties of steel ingots were produced at
Konapuram, Basheerabad, Dindurthy, Thoomaplly, Sirikonda
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and Konasamudram near Armur in Nizamabad district. The
borders of the two districts i.e. Karimnagar and Nizamabad
are marked with a range of hillocks. The villages existing on
both the sides of these hillocks were producing the iron which
used in wootz steel making, was known as the Konasamudram
crucible steel that was very famous in the medieval period.
This steel was also widely used in the Nirmal industry of arms.
Hyderabad iron was famous for its best quality (It was in Swetha-
Varna’ white in color) “... since it was used as raw material
for Damasin blades.”'® Dindurthi and Konasamudram mines
were producing the best variety of steels marketed in Damascus.

Konasamudram, Dindurthy and Konapuram were
distinguished wootz steel centers in the district in the medieval
period. From here tons of wootz steel ingots were exported to
central Asia and FEurope. “Voysey described a process which
was carried out at Konasamudram in the Nirmal district of
Hyderabad on the Deccan plateau of central southern India.””"’
“In his 1820 visit to the wootz-making site, Voysey met a trader,
Haji Hosys of Isfahan, who was buying weotz ingots and who
told him that this crucible-steel making process was familiar
to the Iranians, who were unsuccessful at it.”® The demand
for the Konasamudram steel increased because of purity and
without any fraud in measurement. “It seems that the Iranians
learned this technique from this place only. The illustration
from Jabir ibn Hayyan of 1686. Voysey described the making
of wootz steel at Konasamudram. “Pinecone-shaped crucibles
of different sizes were used depending on the object to be
made swords or knives-and the crucibles were sealed with a
clay lid with one hole in it, presumably for venting, The crucible
charge consisting of a flux of a few small pieces of fused glass
furnace waste together with two pieces of white cast iron from
Mirtpally to three pieces of Bloomery iron from Kondapur.
Firing lasted 24 hours, much longer than for the method of
wootz production using wood. After firing the furnace contents
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were cooled slowly and one crucible is described as producing
a steel cake weighing approximately 680g (1 "2 1b). The cakes
were covered in clay and annealed in the furnace for 24 hours,
then taken out the hot crucibles broken and ingots kept for
annealing and the annealing treatment repeated, two to three

times until the metal was soft enough to be worked.”"

“Wootz steel cakes were exported to Damascus for
making sword-blades, which were valued for their sharp edges
and beautiful, flowing water patterns on them. Wootz steel
was mainly exported from Nizamabad and Nirmal to Cutch
port in the west coast from there to Gulf of Hormuz. “The
iron of Hyderabad is said to furnish the best steel exported to
Persia. The Persian merchants who frequent the furnaces say
that in Persia they have in vain endeavored to imitate the steel
formed from it. It is found at Konasamudram and Dimdurti,
twenty miles east of Nirmsal,*” and it is made from a magnetic
iron ore diffused in a sandstone-looking gneiss or miraculous
schist, passing by insensible degrees into hornblende slate.”

“No flux is used, as the iron is obtained at once in a
perfectly tough and malleable state, requiring none of the
complicated processes to witch English iron must be subjected.
The iron is converted directly into cast steel without passing
through any intermediate stage analogous to that of blister
steel. But in the manufacture of the best steel, three-fifths of
this iron is mixed with two-fifths of that from Indore district,
where the ore appears to be peroxide. The use of two different
varieties of iron must have some effect on the crystallization
of the steel, which probably produces the beautiful “water.”
Dr. Malcomson concludes that the superior quality of the
Nirmsal iron depends on the ore being a comparatively pure
protoxide...”*

It is very clear that there is no real work has taken up
by the historians or the Archacometallurgists of this country.
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The antiquity and quality of wootz steel making and processing
in Konasamudram, Dindurthy and Konapuram are clearly not
known till this day. Especial Archacometallurgical studies have
to be taken up by the archaeology department or by the
universities. The district administration should take interest
to initiate the scholars to take up the research study in this
region. Moreover, these historical sites must be protected by
declaring as national heritage sites. Still some more work has
to be done in this way to explore the new avenues in the study
and science and technology of wootz steel in this region. The
work of iron mining and manufacturing in this area was very
renowned. Manufacturing of wootz in Konasamudram and
Dindurthi was in demand from the foreign countries like Persia,
Damascus and the Europe. The scattered references are found
in the literature and foreign accounts. The transparent picture
of iron ore deposits and remains of heaps of slag is evident
that this region played a pivotal role in the economy of the
Deccan kings.

Acknowledgements

The author like to express due acknowledgements to
Late Prof. Balasubramaniam, Metallurgists, Department of
Materials and Metallurgical Engineering, II'T Kanpur,

REFERENCES

1. Sharada Srinivasan and Srinivasa Rag haven; ‘India’s
Legendary Wootz Steel’” by IIS, Bangalore, 2004, p.
20.

2. Pliny the Elder;

3. Sharada Srinivasan and Srinivasa Rag haven; ‘India’s
Legendary Wootz Steel’ by IIS, Bangalore, 2004,
p-123.

4. Ibid- p.21.

107



TELANGANA HISTORY CONGRESS

5.

10.
11.

12.

13.
14.

15.

Rahman A: ‘History of Indian Science, Technology
and Culture, AD1000-1800" -Edit. & published by
Oxford University Press, p.137.

Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal, Vol. XVI, pp.
417- 666.

‘Ain-I-Akbari’- Bloch man English Translation- Pub.
By Oriental Books Reprint Corporation — New Delhi
- Vol — 11, p.230.

Thevenot: ‘Indian travels of Thevenot’- Eng.
Translation S. N. Sen — Pub. From the National
Archives of India — New Delhi, 1949, p.112.

Ibid- p.112. (Indur & Adilabad were in Nanded Sarkar
— Indoor is present Nizamabad, the district
headquarters and Adilabad also the district
headquarters in northern Telangana, are in Andhra
Pradesh State and now Nanded is a district
headquarters in

JB Tavernier: “Travels in India’, Vol-I, RP-2001. p127.

James Allan and Brian Gilmour: ‘Persian Steel the
Tanavoli Collection’, published by Oxford University
Press-2000, p.69. Konasamudram is in Nizamabad
district in Armour Davison.

‘History of Indian Science, Technology and Culture,
AD1000 - 1800’ - Edit. By A. Rahman and published
by Oxford University Press) p. 137.

Thid- p. 139.

Sharada Srinivasan and Srinivasa Rag haven: ‘India’s
Legendary Wootz Steel’” by IIS, Bangalore, 2004, p.
20.

Egerton of Tatton: A Description of Indian and
Oriental Armour, New Edition, Published by Asian
Educational Services, NewDelhi-2001, p58. Quoted

108



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Sixth Annual Session Proceedings

from ‘Journal of Asiatic Society of Bengal, VolI’ p.
245-253

Bride wood G: ‘Industrial Arts of India’ -Pub. In 1880,
p.170.

James Allan and Brian Gilmour: ‘Persian Steel the
Tanavoli Collection’, published by Oxford University
Press-2000, p.72. Konasamudram is in Nizamabad
district in Armour Davison.

Ibid- pp. 73-74. (The author quoted from the article
by HW Voysey ‘description of the native
manufacture of steel in Southern India’ published in
‘Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal’ I (1832)
pp. 245-47.

Ibid- fn-111, pp73-74. The author quoted from
Voysey.

Nirmsal is a wrong spelling of Nirmal in Adilabad
district in AP. But the villages Konasamundrum
(Konasamudram) and Dimdurti are from Armour
Davison in Nizamabad district, at a distance of more
than 30 Kim’s from Armour. And it is more than 60
Kim’s from Nirmal.

Egerton of Tatton: ‘A Description of Indian and
Oriental Armour’- New Edition, Published by Asian
Educational Services, NewDelhi-2001, p57.

Ibid-pp. 57-58. Nirmsal or Nirmal was famous for
the best arms production centre in the medieval
period. The surrounding areas of Nirmal and
Nizamabad were best iron producing centres in this
period. This iron was sent to wootz steel producing
centres like Nirmal, Dindurti, Konapuram and
Konasamudram.

*k*

109



TELANGANA HISTORY CONGRESS

Baked wootz crucibles Used blow pipe
Konapuram incruciblefurnace

‘Saram’ or blowpipe collected from asheerabad in Nizamabad

Wootz steel sword from Konasamudram in Nizamabad
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Themazecrop mslagﬂeld in Konapuram in leamabad
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ROCK ART AT ONTIGUNDU IN
NALLAMUDI FOREST IN TELANGANA

Dr. B. Muralidhar Reddy*,

Mr. K. Gopi Varaprasad Rao**,
Mr. Katta Srinivasa Rao***,

Mr. Sriramoju Haragopal**** and
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In Telangana, the first rock art belonging to Mesolithic
period was reported in 1934 at Sanganonipalli in Makhtal
mandalam of Mahabubnagar district (Munn 1934:121-135;
Sastry (ed.) 1990:1; Chandramouli 2001:14). Since then,
scholars and individuals have been working extensively on rock
art and over the years have explored about 75 sites of
pictographs and petroglyphs so far in the State.

Location:

The present rock art site is located on top of a hillock
locally known as ONTIGUNDU (means ‘single rock’) which
stands in a reserved forest near the village Nallamudi in
Mulakalapally mandalam of Bhadradri Kothagudem district
situated on the eastern side of the Telangana State (Fig.1).
The site is in the southeast direction from the village at about
3 kms and located at 17°29' 26" N longitude and 80°50' 52" E
latitude. It was brought to light in July 2019 by Shri K. Gopi

* Freelance Archaeologist, Hyderabad, Telangana.

** School Assistant in Mathematics, Govt. High School,
Bhadrachalam, Bhadradri Kothagudem.

*** History enthusiast and School Assistant in English at ZPHS,
Tirumalayapalem, Khammam.

**** Convener, Kotha Telangana CharitraBrundam, Hyderabad.
*reek - Assistant Director at Telangana Forensic Science Laboratory,
Hyderabad.
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LOCATION MAP OF ONTIGUNDU ROCK ART SITE
BHADRADRI KOTHAGUDEM DISTRICT, TELANGANA
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Fig. 1 Location of Site
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Varaprasad Rao and Shri Katta Srinivasa Rao (co-authors) with
the initiation and help of Shri N. Jaganmohan Rao.

This small hill of sandstone escarpment (Fig.2) is about
30 meters in height from the ground with a radius of about 16-
18 meters at the base. It stands amidst sandy soil wherein
Eucalyptus and Bamboo plants were grown by the forest
department. There are two rock shelters on this hillock — the
bigger one in the middle and the other smaller at the top of
the hill. The middle shelter opens to north without any painting,
While the top shelter facing towards northwest contains
paintings on its wall and ceiling. The shape of this small shelter
looks like half circle measuring 8 meters in width (opening
length of shelter) and 2.75 meters in depth at the center and
the outside height varies from 0.83 meters on north to1.56
meters in the center and to 1.24 meters on the west side having
gentle slope downwards. No soil deposit found on the floor of
this top rock shelter. These naturally formed rock shelters might
have served the pre-historic man as ideal locations to watch
surroundings from here and to get themselves protected from
rain and sun and wild animals also. So might have become
most suitableshelters for them for many years.

Rock Art:

The paintings depicted here are interesting and have
unique features. Some figures are superimposed over the earlier
ones indicating drawn in different times and overlapping also
noticed at some places. There is a distinct use of red and red
ochre colors and white color for decoration purpose. There
are about 100 painted figures mostly in good condition besides
several faded ones in this small shelter. The figures include
monitor lizard, anthropomorphic, snake, languor, bone and
bone like motifs, human form and stick type human with
feathers on head, many panels of vertical lines, vertical lines
forming boxes in a row, spider or flower design, honeycomb,
palm type, Sun, half circles and reverse half square/rectangular
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Fig. 5 Anthropomorphic, Bones and Human figures and box type
vertical lines
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flower like design of different shapes, four cubes in outline
and several indeterminate animal and other figures of different
sizes but typical ones.

A peculiar and single figure of languor is painted
separately and realistically in jumping posture (Fig.3). It is in
flat wash red ochre colour. There are many monitor lizard
figures of different sizes, and all are in flat wash hematite red
colour. The big size lizard figure measures 40 cms (Fig.4) while
the smaller one is 9 cms in length. An incomplete lizard figure
without tail and back legs is also found in flat wash red with
decorated dots (Fig.5). The figures of anthropomorphic
(Figs.4,5,0) are represented in flat wash red and red ochre and
measures the bigger one 40 cms approximately in length, some
have been decorated with white pigment also. Six bone figures
in different sizes also in flat wash red and red ochre colour
(Figs.5,7,8,9), the bigger one measures 17.9 cms while the
smaller is 10 cms in length, some are decorated with white
colour.

At ten places the panels of single lines are noticed
consisting of 60, 14, 12,7,7,7,7, 5, 5 and 5 lines respectively
(Figs.9,10). The length of longest panel of 60 lines is 1.22
meters and at its one end found a circle of 15 x 20 cms of
thick outer line (Fig.10). The size of lines varies from 8.3 cms
to 5 cms as per the panel. Also, we have vertical lines joined at
both ends to form boxes containing 7 and 4 in each series and
measure 8 cms and 7 cms in length respectively (Fig.5). They
are in both hematite red and red ochre colout.

The flower like design with half square/rectangular
vertical lines of 4 in each panel are placed in reverse direction
at two places, at one place the panels’ outer line clubbed at
the middle of inner line (Fig.11). Another design has 8 half
circles while 6 and 3 each half circles at one place side by side,
one above the other line also noticed. The out-line painting of
spider or flower design appear naturalistic. A long but typically
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Fig. 6 Anthropomorphic fi
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Fig. 8 Bone figures with and
without white decoration

Fig. 7 Bone figure
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zigzag lined snake measure 0.55 cms in length (Fig.12). Another
snake figure in round form also found but very small. A Sun
motif depicted with a circle in the center and twelve lines
(rays) around it. A figure drawn vertically in outline of four
cubes looks like an object or represent geometrical figure. Also,
there are several unidentifiable figures of which some have
been well preserved (Figs.13,14). All these are in red colour. A
stick type human figure with feathers in headgear is stylistically
drawn in red ochre, having white pigment outline (Fig.15).

Observation :

In Telangana, Ontigundu is the third biggest rock art
site after Pandavulagutta in Jayashankar Bhupalapalli district
and Ramachandrapuram (Neeladrigullu-Bainetibanda) in
Khammam district. Here most of the paintings are in good
state of preservation besides some faintly visible motifs as the
site is in a remote forest area and not easily assessable to human
being. For the safety and security point of view the pre-historic
man might have selected this shelter and carried on artistic
activity.

Some paintings at Ontigundu have exclusive similarity
with the figures depicted at Ramachandrapuram (Rock Art Sites
in Telangana, 2015: 119-125). The bone figures are frequently
occurred at Ramachandrapuram like the motifs found at this
site, but they are not with white pigment as at Ontigundu.
Paintings of monitor lizard, palm, honey comb, human,
anthropomorphic figures — excluding all decorated ones; figures
of bones and bone like motifs and even some undetermined
figures are also similar at both these sites. Even the colour
scheme of the paintings is also same. Whereas some figures at
Ramachandrapuram are painted petroglyphs i.e., bone like
figures and undermined figures which are absent here. Both
the sites are about 16 kms away from each other. Since certain
motifs at these two sites have close affinity in depiction, their
authors might have close association with each other.
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Fig. 11 Flower like design of
half square/rectangular vertical
lines

Fig. 9 Figures of Bone, vertical lines, flower like design (spider),
half circles and unidentified motif

Fig. 12 Long Snake figure
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A similar figure of monitor lizard in flat wash like here
has been discovered at Peerollaloddi, near Kothuru village on
Bayyaram - Thadavai road in Bhadradri Kothagudem district
itself (Keseva et al. 2018: 83-84, 4). Another monitor lizard
figure was found at Pothanapalli in Devarakadra mandalam of
Mahabubnagar district (Srinivas Chari 2018: 90-91). But it is
drawn in dark red colour in thick out line with beautifully
decorated body like realistic one and not in flat wash as at
Ontigundu. Some finished microliths also found in the vicinity
of the shelter at Pothanapalli (Rock Art Sites in Telangana,
2015:76 -77).

The vertical line panels are drawn at ten different places
containing variant number of lines in each. Such motifs in a
series also found at Gurralagutta, near Rachakonda in Nalgonda
district in the same pattern at three places having 19, 7 and 32
lines each and they have been assigned to Neolithic period
(Rock Art Sites in Telangana 2015:134-135). The exact purpose
of depiction of such lines in a series at different places is
unexplainable at the present stage, but they seem to be some
symbolic representations.

At Ontigundu, the figures of anthropomorphic and
bone in flat wash are represented variously with and without
decoration. Some anthropomorphic figures have been
decorated with white pigment at outline and with dots, vertical
lines sometimes, and dots and X--type (crisscross) marks on
the body. Similarly, some bone motifs also found decorated
with the white colour at outline, dotted outline and both outline
and vertical lines on the body. Surprisingly a semi or incomplete
monitor lizard (without tail and back legs) figure has decoration
of white dots at the body and its outline. This figure rather
more looks like an anthropomorphic lizard and not so far
noticed such type in rock art (Fig.5). A lizard motif is
overlapped by the leg part of anthropomorphic figure in flat
wash whose hands are drawn downwards. A reminiscent of an
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Fig. 15 Stick type human figure with feathers
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anthropomorph is typically depicted with wider legs, up raised
hands and phallus in flat wash red ochre colour (Fig.6).

The significance of this site lies in adding another color
for decoration purpose while using mainly red color in flat wash
to the figure. Some red figures have been decorated with white
colour at outline border. The body of bone and
anthropomorphic figures have been drawn in flat wash red and
ochre and outlined the border with the white colour in
symmetric manner. The same white color was used for vertical/
X-type (crisscross) lines on the body besides out line decoration
on some of these figures. No full white colour figure is found.

All most all the figures here are in flat wash red colour
and some are drawn in thick lines. Some are white out lined
decorated, some are decorated with dots and some figures are
half portion outlined decorated. This style of white out line
and dotted decoration of figures we find for the first time in
Telangana. With this discovery it is evident that the usage of
white colour along with red started in pre-historic times and
makes Ontigundu a unique rock art site in Telangana.

The bird figures are absent here. Some figures look
like small animals but cannot be determined with the available
information as such species must have been vanishedbecause
of Zoological developments in the environment. However,
most of the figures at the present site appear symbolic and
associated with hunter-foragers as cattle domestication figures
are totally absent.

It is noticed that the rainwater seepage resulted in the
deposition of white accretion layer over the paintings on the
ceiling. At the outer side of the shelter the white layer formation
is thick and gradually becomes thin towards inside.

Tentative Chronology:
Chronology is a complicated issue. However, the

superimposition, the distinctive pattern of figures and the
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maintenance of colour scheme indicates the execution of
painting activity here in different phases.

The interesting point of paintings depicted here is the
superimposition. The earlier paintings are totally invisible
sparing traces of red colour or small faded parts of motifs at
some places, except very few figures. They appear super
imposed by well-preserved paintings. As such these fragments
may be ascribed to the phase earlier than Mesolithic times i.e.,
Paleolithic. A stick type human figure with feathers in headgear
in red ochre (Fig.15) and some indeterminate figures which
are faded may well go into this phase based on their pattern.

At Ontigundu we do not find figures of domesticated
animals i.e., bull, horse etc., an important point to be noted in
these paintings. Surprisingly at Ramachandrapuram also
domesticated animal figures are absent. It is believed that the
appearance of domesticated animal began in the Neolithic
period. Whereas a solitary figure of wild cattle (Bos gaurus) has
been identified in the rock paintings at Pandavulagutta and
assigned to Mesolithic phase (Chandramouli 2012:52-53).
These facts may lead the present paintings to place before the
domestication of animals i.e., in Mesolithic times. This may
be corroborated with the comparison and depiction of similar
pattern and style of paintings at Ramachandrapuram
(Neeladrigullu-Bainetibanda) (Neumayer 1993:46,170-171) as
discussed above, and attribution of paintings of
Pandavulagutta (Chandramouli 2001:16), both in Telangana
itself, which have been assigned to Mesolithic period
(tentatively of Ramachandrapuram) because of non-
representation of domesticated animal figures and other
factors. However, the rock art of Ramachandrapuram has been
grouped in Megalithic/early Historic period (Chandramouli
2010-11:63) which relatively not coordinating with the present
paintings of Ontigundu in the light of certain above factors. It
is pertinent to mention that Prof. Thomas E. Levy from
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University of California (USA) has attributed the paintings of
Pandavulagutta to Upper Paleolithic period based on
representation of deer figures and use of red ochre colour,
during his visit to the site (Rangacharyulu 2017).

At one point it appears that the white pigment outline
was drawn later for decoration purpose, at least, to some
figures. Such practice of representation of decoration with
white color, uneven density of pigment, at outlines and
sometimes inner body with vertical lines besides outline or
without, placing dots and sometimes without decoration
indicates to some extant different phases to these paintings.
The evidence from other sites and the stylistic pattern and
later addition of decoration to some figures allows to take
some of them to place in Megalithic period too, which yet to
get confirmed.

In view of above, all the figures appear painted certainly
in different phases by different people occupying this shelter
possibly generation after generation i.e., Paleolithic to
Megalithic times, excluding Neolithic. This way of missing a
phase between two cultural phases has become a common
factor as observed at some sites. However, the exclusion of
Neolithic phase in continuation is a mystery here because the
very closest site Aksharaala Loddi contains the petroglyphs of
beautiful bull figure of this phase.

The body of monitor lizard figure at Peerollaloddi is in
flat wash red like at present site and can be taken in Mesolithic
phase in the present state of knowledge. Both the sites are far
away from each other and situated at aerial distance of 69
kms. The depiction of shortlines vertically in a series at present
site and Gurralagutta seems to have done at the same time
because of close affinity between them, but their period appears
to be earlier.

Another rock art site Aksharaalal.oddi (Aksharaloddi)
(Mulakalapally mandalam and now in Bhadradri Kothagudem
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district) is located at about 01 km towards southwest from the
present site and depicts separate style of paintings and
petroglyphs assigned to Mesolithic, Neolithic and Megalithic
phases (Rock Art Sites in Telangana 2015:127-131; Satyanarayana
2015:15-17). Interestingly the content of these paintings is
totally different than the motifs drawn at Ontigundu, despite
both the places being very close to each other. The motifs of
Ontigundu seems to be eatlier than the paintings at Aksharaala
Loddi because of their stylistic pattern and variant
representation of the figures.

Other Findings:

We have collected some microliths and red colour
pigments at the foot of the hillock.

In the middle rock shelter, the local tribal people
(Nayakapodn and Koya tribes) living in the surrounding area of
the site have placed five rectangular sized stones and a carved
stone of male head along with shaped wooden stick and
worshiping them, as told, with the name Pandavas.There is an
inscription written in modern Telugu script reading
Mabhabharatam Aiduguru Pancha Pandavuln (means ‘Mahabaratam
Five (Aidugnrn/ Pancha - both same meaning) Pandavas’) at the
bottom on the wall of top painted rock shelter. All these are
very latest additions.

At the ground level of the hillock also goddess locally
called as _Ammadevarais being worshipped by putting a stone at
the foot of a tree. Other findings such as an unfinished six and
half feet stone of female figure (only face complete) and
markings on some stones to shape them probably for a structure
have been noticed, of very later times.

RAMAN SPECTRA ANALYSIS:

Raman Spectroscopy is a non-destructive chemical
analysis technique which provides information about material
used for paintings. It is commonly used to provide a structural
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fingerprint by which molecules can be identified. Further it
relies upon inelastic scattering of photons, known as Raman
scattering. We have used handheld Raman Spectrometer to
collect spectra at the site. The instrument has 785nm
wavelength laser and auto adjustment of laser power.

At the site Ontigundu Raman spectra analysis is
somewhat typical and interesting due to its combination of
two colours/materials i.e., red and white. The spot from where
the spectrum collected is marked with a yellow arrow on the
images. The instrument tagged a number to each scan of
spectrum and the same number is mentioned below the
concerned figure (Figs.16,18,20).

SCAN 00083 SCAN 00085 SCAN 00112

Fig. 16 Spectrum collection markings

We have collected Raman spectra of red colour material
from rock art of first two figures and both compared with the
spectrum of red colour pigment (Fig16).
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Fig.17 Spectra comparison of three
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Scan 00083 and Scan 00085 are spectra of red colour
material in rock art sample. Scan 00112 is spectrum of red
stone collected from the surface at the site. Since the peaks
are not tallying both the spectra are not same when compared
to the spectrum Scan 00112 (Fig.17).

SCAN 00083 SCAN 00087

Fig. 18 Spectrum collection markings

Further, Scan 00083 is compared with the spectrum
collected on red colour of Telugu letter ‘cha’ of scan 00087
(Fig.18).
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Fig. 19 Spectra comparison of two

Scan 00083 is spectrum of red colour material in rock
art and Scan 00087 is spectrum of red colour material of letter
‘cha’ in Telugu script. Both appears to be two different materials
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(Fig.19). It is obvious, as there was a long gap between the
execution of rock painting and the script as mentioned above.

SCAN 00084 SCAN 00088

Fig. 20 Spectrum collection markings

Also, we have collected spectra of white colour material
from the ceiling of rock shelter (scan 00081) and at outline
decoration of rock art (scan 00084) andcompared with the
spectrum of white colour material found on the rock of hillock
(scan00088)(Fig.20).
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Fig. 21 Spectra comparison of three

Scan 00081 is white layer formation on the ceiling,
Scan 00084 is white colour in rock art and Scan 00088 is white
colour mineral collected from the rock. They appear to be
similar (Fig.21).

Both, the red colour and the white colour materials in
rock art yielding Raman spectra as they are Raman active. If
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they are not active, they impart only fluorescence instead of
spectra. But both colours/materials found in mixed form i.e.,

either the red colour material on white colour background or

the white colour material layer formed on red colour. Hence,

the spectra of rock art neither like red colour material nor

white colour material. For such type of materials some other

examination method called mixture composition analysis or

micro-Raman analysis will be suitable.
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MEGA LITHIC AGE CULTURED -
RAKASI GULLU DISCOVERY IN
EDUCHERLAPALLI GUTTALU, MULUGU
DISTRICT, TELANGANA

Kondaveeti Gopi Vara Prasada Rao

Introduction:

Dolmens are called locally “Rakshasa goollu” or
“Rakasi goollu” or “Pandava goollu” in telugu. Whatever the
name, it is a stone-built structure andan ancient tombs or
monuments of memory of soul. These are typically man-made
structures of life event in time. Depending on the time and
region, there may be differences in their structure and style.
Most of believe Rakasi goollu are just graves, but there are
different opinions on whether they are used for anything else.
It is believed, the world Rakasi goollu are belongs to the stone
age. The Archaeologists estimate the Indian dolmens belongs
to the New Stone Age or Megalith period or Brihat Shila period
from year 3000 BC to 300 BC.

Rakasi goollu in various shapes and forms reflect their
culture of the Brihat Sila Age. Rakasi goollu are indication the
origin of human civilization, and it plays a unique role in the
development of human civilization. These Rakasi goollu are
said to be traces of ancient human culture in this area.

Death became a question in the evolution of thought,
there is no answer what happens after death. The return of the
dead person, spiritual concepts and started creation of
memorials to the departed souls or death persons. Dolmens
(Tombs) construction started during the stone age. No tomb
structures were found in the Modern Stone Age, but a large

* Gazetted HM, Mallelamadugu, Bhadradri Kothagudem Dist.
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number ofDolmens (tombs) construction were found in big
stone age and are still being found. Rakshasa goollu are

revealed, evidence of ancient human habitation in the area.
¥

Fig 1: Well-Represented Rakasi Gudu in the study area.

Description of place (Location):

These dolmens or Rakasi goollu which we are currently
being identified and studied were found in the forests on top
ofPlateau hills on the way to Kothuru Bommana Palli from
Edgerlapalli village in Mulugu district, Venkatapuram mandal.
They are located at 18.3823 latitude, 80.4843 longitude at an
altitude of 156.3 meters above sea level.

LOCATION MAP OF RAKASI GULLU (DOLMENS) STUDY AREA, NEAR EDUCHERLAPALLY, MULUGU DISTRICT, TELANGANA
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Fig 2: Study area location map
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This place which reflects the culture of Brihat Sila age,
and was discovered with the help of Chennam Sammaiah,
Koram Poorna and Jadi Venu (forest guides).

Observations:

In this area about 40 acres, there are hundreds of Rakasi
goollu occupied, but most of them have been ruined, and some
of local people surrounding area have used these stones for
their needs. The remaining 40 to 50 different types of Rakasi
goollu has examined.

Various types of Rakasi goollu:

These stone structures and goollu are built in different
shapes and sizes ranging from 2 feet to 5 feet in height. The
roof is built with large stones of various sizes like 9X11, 11X8,
5X0, 4X3. The shapes of these are also structured as goollu,
canopies, shelters with stones, and some other shapes. By
examining up to 40 Rakasi goollu, not all of them were of the
same size, but were of different sizes and shapes. Some are
ruined and others are destructed. Some of these structures

are well-arranged like rooms with entrances. The top stones

Fig 3: Preserved / undisturbed Dolmens in the study area
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Fig 4: Ruined / Disturbed Dolmens in the study area

Rare Human Shaped Stones:

Very rare man-shaped vertical stones were also
observed in the place of these Rakasi goollu. These man-
shaped stones are visible 2 to 3 feet above the ground and the
rest is sunken into the ground, so we could not estimate the
total height. Some vertical human shaped stones believed as
god idles by the people of the surrounding villages. Somehave
been relocated and some have collapsed.

Fig 5: Rare Anthropomorphic shaped stones in the study area

Primitive stone tools:

Stone tools have also been found in this area. One
looks like a stone axe and the other looks like a sharp blade. If
researched further more of such tools, are likely to be identified.
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Fig 6: Identified rock tools in the study area
Some more Rakasi goollu sites in the vicinity of this area:

In our research, some more Dolmens sites have been
identified in the vicinity of this area. These Rakasi goollu sites
are located on the east bank of Godavari river at a distance of
20-25 km in a systematic mannet.

LOCATION MAP OF OTHER RAKASI GULLU (DOLMENS) IN GODAVARI BASIN, MULUGU & BHADRADRI KOTHAGUDEM DISTRICTS, TELANGANA

Gaddala Slrl leapatham

e
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7

Fig 7: Other locations identified East bank of Godavari river
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Important places are given below.

1. Kamini Cheruvu

2. Gaddalasiri Falls

3. Kaliveru and Chinamidisileru mounds

RO R S s i Al

10: Kaliveru Dolmens (Kaliveru-Chinnamedisileru Gattalu)

Apart from the above three areas mentioned, these
Rakasi goollu have been seen in many other surrounding areas.
Following this observation, it is clear that the eastern region
of Godavari up to Chhattisgarh may have been occupied by
ancient people.
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Other Considerations:

Rock arts and stone tools have also been found in these atreas,
and still some primitive groups in Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh practice this dolmen culture. Small dolmens (miniature
dolmens) were observed in the place of after death rituals
among the migrant adivasis of Chhattisgarh.

Fig 11: Miniature dolmens existing present days in Chhattisgarh area

Conclusion:

Dolmens culture had been flourished in many parts of
the world. There are about 3500 dolmens in Korea alone (40%
of the world total), and there are also dolmens made in the
UK, France, Germany, Netherlands, Portugal, Russia, Bulgaria,
Spain, Indonesia and China. In our country especially in
Karnataka, 3000 years old 400 Megalithic Structures observed.
Similar sites have been found in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra states.

Telangana state also has large number of dolmens, but
only a few of them have come to light, there may be many
more that are yet to be discovered.

These primitive evidences were the key to knowing
the sequence of human evolution, places like these should be
considered as an incredible treasure. The rock paintings, caves,
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goollu, and other findings are a rich heritage for today’s

generation. There is a need to identify such areas as heritage

assets and it is our responsibility to preserve this ancient culture

and pass it on to the next generations.
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ANCIENT TEMPLES ON THE
NORTHERN MOUTH OF RIVER
KRISHNA IN NALGONDA DISTRICT:
A GLANCE FROM
INSCRIPTIONAL SOURCES

Prof. N. Kanakarathnam* &
Dr. A. Subash**

The Telangana region exhibits a number of holy temples
that are known for their architectural magnificence and
intriguing historical tales. The temples, like rest of India seem
to have been constructed according to Vastu-Sashtras on the
banks of rivers, on mountain tops or in forests and in the towns.
Strong mythological beliefs have rendered this place as one of
the religious hubs of the country. Shri Laxmi Narasimha Swamy
Temple, Yadagirigutta, Shri Sita Ramachandra Swamy Temple,
Bhadrachalam, Saraswati Temple, Basara, Bhadrakali Temple,
Hanamakonda, Navabrahma Temples, Alampur, Thousand
Pillar Temple, Hanamakonda, Ramappa Temple, Palampet,
Raja Rajeshwara Swamy Temple, Vemulawada and Ghanpur
Group of Temples etc. are some of the famous temples in
Telangana. Number of festivals and fairs organized near these
temples which are attended by the devotees in huge numbers.
These temples are thronged by their pilgrims, owing to the
rich heritage and cultural significance these places carry.
Historically, early temples start from the Gupta Period. (5th -
6th CE) and in the Deccan region particularly in Telangana,

* Dept of History and Tourism Management, Kakatiya University,
Warangal.

** Assistant Professor, Centre for Deccan Studies, Maulana Azad
National Urdu University, Hyderabad
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temple building activity was traced from 6th CE during the
period of Chalukyas of Badami and continued during the period
of Rashtrakutas, Chalukyas of Kalyani and Vemulawada,
Kakatiyas, Kanduru Chodas, Velama Chiefs, Mansuri Nayakas
and Vijayanagara period. Though many dynasties ruled the
state, most of the temples are constructed during the period
of Kakatiyas. The Kakatiyas who were the first independent
rulers of the region established new towns, constructed
irrigation tanks and built temples for the economic development
and welfare of the people. Hence, they are fondly remembered
by the people even today. The paper titled “Temples at Northern
mouth of River Krishna in Nalgonda District]” looks into some
historical temples of Nalgonda district.

Vadapalli Inscription’

Vadapalli is famous for Sri Meenakshi Agasteswara
Swami temple and Sri Lakshmi Narasimha Swami temple
present on the confluence of two rivers Krishna and Musi.
The Vadapalli inscription of 1377 CE states that, while that
Ana Vemareddy was ruling the region, his servant Kadiyam
Polinayudu donated money to the construction of sanctum of
the temple of Agastyesvara constructed formerly by Pillalamarri
Bethireddy. He also caused a bell and doors to the sanctum to
be made; presented three eating plates, silk clothes, and a
copper boiler for bathing, neck ring, copper jug, sent powder;
offered worship to the deity and set up the pillar inscription.

Vadapalli, as it is situated on the confluence of rivers
Krishna and Musi, served as harbour town and throughout the
historical period products were transported by small and big
boats. As this served as a halting place for vodalu (ships), the
town received the Vadapalli. The place was famous in religious,
political and trade activities. The Vaisyas and Munnur Kapu
community was involved in this trade. The Koamatis used to
pay tax to the Lord Narasimha as was mentioned by another
Vadapalli inscription dated 1608 CE.

141



TELANGANA HISTORY CONGRESS

An Undated Vadapalli inscription refers to the
installation of Goddess Meenakshamma at the confluence of
two rivers at Vadapalli around 11th century CE. During the
medieval period some kind of Tamil religion and its practices
showed more influence on the Andhra and Telangana areas.
Meenakshi® is a Tamil Sanskrit term meaning fish-eyed, detived
from the word meena (fish) and akshi (eyes), according to another
theory, the name of the goddess literally means rule of the
fish, derived from the Tamil word #zeena (fish) and aarchz, (rule).
Meenakshi #stava is conducted every year in the month of April.

Another Vadapalli inscription dated 1852 CE says that
some of the Marathi intellectuals namely Tanaji, Changaiah
Panthulu, whose son Puji Konda Panthulu, Ambaji whose
mother Bayamma came over to the holy place of Vadapalli
and visited Lord Narasimha, to fulfil their desires. They praised
the sacredness of the place and compared the two rivers with
those of Ganga and Yamuna. The same inscription also refers
to visitors coming from all over the Jambudveepa (India) and
states that the place is like sacred Kasi for south Indians.
Irrespective of languages, regions, religions, tourists, pilgrims,
rulers, soldiers, all locals visited this place.

When we come to the medieval and modern period
this place achieved name and fame as a trade centre, goods
storehouse centre, commodities exporting and importing
headquarters and also as an army rest place. It is place for
Telugu and Non-Telugu people transporting from both sides
of river Krishna and Musi by boats, pu## (wooden baskets),
and vodaln (ships). The Musi river was also utilized for
transporting commodities from Hyderabad to Vadapalli port
and again back; from Vadapalli port the commodities loaded
ships reached Hamsaladeevi which is at the mouth of the Bay
of Bengal. The British East India Company collected
commodities from different corners of Andhra and Vadapalli
village was used as a station for ships.

142



Sixth Annual Session Proceedings

An inscription discovered in Bathu-keswara sthanam,
a trikuta (triple-peak) temple at Vadapalli reveals that
Bathukamma Ghat was constructed eight centuries ago.
According to archaeologists, the inscription was found in the
temple where the River Krishna meets the River Musi, which
indicates that people at the time of the Kakatiya king Ganapati
Deva, used to immerse local flowers for a period of nine days.
The inscription of 1211 AD was found in the temple
constructed by a family of the name of Meluguntu, in memory
of their parents Kode and Mylasani who lived during Ganapati
Deva’s time. The inscription speaks about donation of the
land for the temple.

Another Vadapalli inscription dated 1211 CE says that
few Nayakas® namely Gorema Nayaka, Devare Nayaka, Ade
Nayamka, Bethe Nayaka and Rudra Nayaka built a #zkuta sthana
called Bratukeswaramu in the name of the sovereign Kakatiya
king Ganapathi deva, their father Konde Nayamka and their
mother Mailasani and granted for the anga bhoga and the ranga
bhoga (decoration and beautification of God).

Vellatur Inscription?

Present day’s village Vellatur and its surrounding areas
looks like greenery. Recently constructed Pulichintala dam
might be the reason to become this area very greenery. This
place is blessed by nature, so that mines are located here. During
Nizam period diamonds were discovered from this area. World
famous diamond Kohinoor discovered from Kolluru village,
which is locating southern lip of river Krishna and its northern
lip locating Vellatur village. The region is also famous for
production of cement as it is famous for lime stone belt, which
is extending nearly 50 km from Pulichintala to Miryalaguda.

Other Vellatur inscription states that at the mouth of
river Krishna, a Sivalayam was constructed, very near to
Papavinaseswara. Here a small kind of duck pond is formed by
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river Krishna water and the pond is considered sacred which
washes human sins. This inscription records installation of
golden images of Virupaksha, Ganapati, Basava and Nagas
by Sri Nityananda, a Mahayogi. To the northern side of this, a
village was formed namely Vellatur, which is praised as a
spiritual place, people who are suffering by various kinds of
diseases, couple who are not blessed with children, etc, come
here for seven Mondays and take bath in the pond regularly
and get cured of diseases and blessed with children.

During medieval times this place was flourished as a
health tourism site, non-Telugu people also used to come over
here to get relief and cure from their painful bodies and also
pain full minds. This could be one of the health curing centres
at that times. This kind of great health informatics inscription
donor was Duggirala Ayyappa, son of Murthy Suramma. She
wearied male name in the memory of her husband name.
Suramma single woman took family burdens, lead life with so
many problems and overcome all those by her good hard work
and right character, her son Ayyappa became a good person,
and got big position under her immeasurable guidance. In the
sudra communities a few female persons were reached to this
kind of heights. This credit goes to the shaivite and vaishnavite
preachers of those days..

Exactly opposite side of Vellatur is located village of
Kollur, which is famous for production of diamonds. Between
these two villages people have been doing good contacts in all
aspects till date, we could not find out any kind of variations,
because of geographically one, both are influenced by water
Krishna. Puttis (baskets) and boats were used by people for
their travel. The name Kollur was mentioned in foreign
literature, regarding gold mines. So many Muslim and European
officers, have visited these places. According to literature ten
thousand people have worked here in diamond mines. Local
people especially women were used wear gold and diamonds
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as their ornaments. Even the idols of gods were decorated
with gold, example include suvarna virupaksha lingam, suvarna
ganapathi, suvarna bhairavudu as mentioned in the inscription.

Murupunuthula Inscription®

The Murupunuthula inscription of 1399 CE says that,
Velama chief Vedagiri (son of Madava) from Recharla family
ruling the country lying between Srisailam and Vindhya
mountains. He had made grant Murupunuthula as agrabara to
the God Mallari (Shiva). Brahmanapalle means habitation place
of Brahmins which was located in little bit height land. In
eastern south scheduled caste habitation is located, at North
western side the backward castes habitation is located, canal
in Northern side, in western side two or three Vaishyas houses
were there.

Mangalapalli inscription®

Mangalapalli inscription dated 1602 CE in Nakrekal
mandal of Nalgonda district states that, while Muhammud Quli
Shah was ruling the Golconda kingdom, Narasanayaka was
administering Panagallu as a faujdar, the latter’s servant Chama
Venkatayya caused well to be dug near the Siva-Kesava temple
and installed Vinayaka pillar and a garden. The garden is
exempted from the tax and oru (the share of produce usually
paid as a gift to the temple granary). Certain Kasa Ainavolu
Potana is said to have made the Vinayaka pillar.

Mangalapalli village located at the mouth of a vagu
(stream from Udaya samudram) is continuously watered and
looks green. Paddy is the main crop. Ainavolu Pothana may be
head of this village. During medieval and later medieval times
Qutb Shahis and Asaf Jahis ruled this region. But rulers have
followed religious tolerance, so that idol worships, animism,
nature worships went on well. They also encouraged all kinds
of ceremonies, rituals. The local ruler Narasanayanim garu
donated 7nam (some land) to the Siva-Kesava temple.
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Utukuru Inscription’

Utukuru inscription dated 1087 CE (Miryalagudem
taluq) states that on the occasion of solar eclipse gifts were
issued by the rulers to holy priests and received their blessings
in return. Local chieftain Matturi Malla Nayaka who has
donated some land, which has been producing seven puttis of
paddy, to certain Gangarasi pandita who is intellectual, is
nothing but advisors of rulers in their governance. Even though
dry land donated to god Malleswara, Samkadeva four bags
paddy come out in every crop. For Uttareswara God prayer
worship purpose two bags paddy producing land was donated.
Gangarasi pandita also received paddy who was an expert in
Shaivism, and acted as a good teacher and preacher for the
spreading of Saivism.

Another Utukuru inscription dated 1089 CE says that
some land and a tank of Dubagunta were gifted to Kesava
Bhatta on the occasion of solar eclipse by Matturi Sabbi
Nayaka. The grant made at Eleswaram which is at mouth of
river Krishna in Devarakonda area for services of Saivism.
He was invited to Utukuru by Sabbi Nayaka for the spreading
of Lord Siva message in his territory. During those days there
flourished combined families culture. Kesava bhatta family
was living with his parents at Eleswaram.

Another Utukuru inscription dated 1089 CE states that
gift of grove in Gollanigunta® (near to Utukuru) to the temple.
Under this &unta, small bits of cultivation by few families.
Chieftain Matturi Prola Nayaka donated some land to Kesava
Bhatta Nayaka. Above mentioned two chieftains allotted some
land to Kesavabhatta at Mallikarjuna (Srisailam/Sriparvatha)
which is noted name for Saivism. Sriparvatha and Eleswaram
are located along the river Krishna on two sides.
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EVOLUTION OF DOLLS CULTURE

Ramesh Ramanathan*

Nature was integral part ofprimitive human lifestylein
a well-balanced manner. In this process they evolved highly
sustainable procedures and methodologies with lasting impact,
yet simple in nature. The first thing that revolutionised the
society was to ignite fire. That is the reason the first sukta in
Rigveda that guide our lifestyle start with a Slka — “agni
milepurobitam yajnyasya devamrt vijam 1 hotaramratnadhaatmam 1
I

What is ART? Art is an expression of surroundings,
situations, events of humans with respect to time. Cave
paintings are a testimony to the first expressions by humans.
We have numerous references to the same and we keep finding
new location quite often. Then the crafts (Dolls) evolved in
progression.People’s relation / association by deep rooted ritual

/ custom with meaningful reflection in the society will only
keep a “CRAFT ALIVE”

Refernce to CRAFTS in VEDAS
1. Work on Wood: Taksan and Tastr — for Carpenter

Rathakara — for Chariots and Wagons enjoyed high
social status.

Reference to Boats and Ships — Plavas and N Vas of
Navus.

2. Weaving: Tantum, Otum and Vayanti
Ve and Tan - Weaving and Streaching,
Vaya - Weaver,

* Cralfts revivalist, SME Handooms and Handicrafts, Ph: 94400 55266
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Tasan - Weaving Shuttle,
Vaman — Loom

3. Pottery: Kulala / Martpaca — Potter

4. Tanning Hide: Carmamna — Tanner

5. Work on Metal: Lohitayasa, Syama
a. Gold: Hiranya, Harita, Suvarna, Jatarupa, Candra
b. Silver: RajataHiranya or Rajata
c. Iron / Copper / Bronze: Ayas or Lohayasa
d. Copper Loha
e. Iron or Steel: AyasSama, Karsnayasa
f: Lead: Sisa
g. Tin: Trapu

The material used primarily in making dolls as follows:

a. Mud Dolls
b. Dung Dolls
c. Wood Dolls
d. Bone Dolls — (Ivory Dolls, Horns)
e. Pottery Dolls
f. Stone Dolls
g. Metal Dolls

Primary historical evidences of the dolls / idols /
objects,shows the relevance to ones made using mud / clay.
The people involved in making these dolls had clear scientific
idea of different types of soils, their characteristics in their
respective areas and their behaviour to different treatments it
is made to undergoto attain required results. This knowledge
was passed on from one generation to other hereditarily making
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them specialise in their work efficiently over a period of time.
We have many old temples still existing with mud idols which
are few centuries old.

Centuries old Mud Idols worshiped in many temples across
the country. The Mud Idols from two temples in Telangana
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Once the humans started domesticating the animals
for different purposes, they found importance of cow to be
more potential. They also started making dolls using cow dung
as a part of social practice that is evident even today.

B. Dung Dolls:

As a customary practice people in rural areas make
cow dung cakes on / for special occasions and fire them on
the eventful day. In few pockets they make some shapes to
represent certain characters — Gobbemmalu for laxmi,
Narakasura etc.

Wood has made its way into making dolls to provide
extra strength and bigger sizes. They started making a wooden
structure and covering it with mud / clay etc. We have temples
as references to this. The next step was covering the wood frame
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with particles of wood to attain a shape. After that it is
followed by total wood toys. Till the beginning of 21* century
use of different wood toys by young toddlers was very much
in practice.

C. Wooden Dolls: Shigir Idol — Russia - oldest known wooden
Idol in the world.

B éf) A AN

A wooden Idols worshiped by Cheriyal Doll
tribal of Khammam

Then they started using animal horns, bones, Ivory etc.
Till the beginning of the 19" century we have even large tusks
of mammoths’ being exported from Siberia, Alaska as it was
easy to find a carcass of this giant animal in a proper condition.
The people in the region even built houses with the same.
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D. Bone Dolls — (Ivory Dolls, Horns): These are still
practiced in remote tribal areas in India and other parts of the
world.

E. Dolls made of POTTERY — Terracotta Idols You find
numerous temples with terracotta idols being worshipped

L T

0

L
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During the metal age humans started making dolls using
— coppet, brass, iron etc, for which we have numerous
references available.

F. Metal Idols being worshipped:

Ultimately they could find their way into making idols
with different stones that is more stable and vibrant.
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G. Stone idols being worshipped:

Once the dolls have got established in the society they
started decorating them primarily with colours that are made
naturally with locally available raw material. Here we take
reference of cave paintings. They have used locally available
stones for making colour (white, red and yellow). The practice
still exists in few tribal areas across INDIA and also the world.
Then they started using other natural elements from forests.

The input material like volume creating products,
adhesives, bonding agents, colours, polishing agents and
polishes are all made using locally available raw material in a
most sustainable manner that would balance the environment.
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FAIRS AND FESTIVALS IN TELANGANA

Dr. D. Jayasree*

When compared to other Telugu-speaking regions, the
Telangana state has a culture that is quite distinct and is a
separate. The festivals of Telangana are marked with well-
defined rituals, legends, veritable customs, and characterized
by colours. Consequently, the calendar in Telangana has a multi-
hued tapestry of celebrations with innumerable festivals and
fairs.

The celebrations of Telangana are unique to themselves
as they are customized per the lore and legend of the region.

Main Festivals Celebrated in Telangana:

The festivals of Telangana create equal and uniform
fervor of festivities as it encompasses people of all castes and
faiths. The two things that are unique to the state are the
exceptional veneration of female deities and the universality
of the festivities.

1. Bathukamma Festival:

Bathukamma festival is a festival of Colorful flowers,
one of the famous festivals of Telangana, and is celebrated
before the onset of winter during half monsoon. It is a 9-day
festival that starts with Engili Pula Bathukamma on Mahalaya
Amavasya and ends with Saddula Bathukamma on Durgashtami.
During these nine days, Bathukamma is attractively decorated
by placing various types of flowers in cone shape on wide
plates and offering various types of food items (naivedyam).
Then, women and children dressed in traditional costumes
identify the Bathukamma in the center and sing songs moving
around it, rhythmically clapping their hands. Then, at last, the

* Asst professor [C], Dept of AIHC& Archaeology, Osmania University.
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Bathukamma is immersed in the waters. The reason for this
celebration is that the flowers can cleanse the rivers and lakes
naturally.

e Key attraction: Young girls and Women sing beautiful
songs and dance around the Bathukamma arrangement.

e When: September-October.
e Where: All over Telangana.

e Duration of Festival: Nine days.
2. Bonalu Festival:

Bonalu is one of the regional festivals of Telangana
celebrated in the twin cities of Secunderabad and Hyderabad
and other parts of Telangana during the Telugu month of
Ashadha (July or August). During this festival, women prepare
Bonam (Bhojanam in a pot) filled with milk, jaggery and cooked
rice and perform special pujas for Ammavarn. The pot is
decorated with turmeric, neem leaves, kumkum and is offered
to Goddess as a thanksgiving by carrying on their heads.

In Hyderabad, the Bonalu celebrations start in the old
city during the telugu month Ashaadham at the Golconda fort
on the first Sunday, the second Sunday at the Ujjaini
Mahakali Temple in Secunderabad and Balkampet Yellamma
temple in Balkampet. The third Sunday is at the Pochamma
and Katta Maisamma temple and Matheswari temple of Lal
Darwaza. Other temples such as the Akkana Madanna temple
in Haribouli and the Muthyalamma Temple in Shah Ali Banda
are famous venues for Bonalu. Millions of devotees flock to
the temples to visit Goddess Mahakali.

e Key attraction: Women prepare a Bonam and offer it
to the Goddess by carrying it on their heads, Pothuraju,
Rangam, Ghatanm.

e When: July-August.

e Where: Twin Cities and other parts of Telangana.
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e Duration of Festival: Four Sundays of Ashadham where
two days are celebrated in different areas.

3. Dussehra (Navaratri):

Dussehra (Dasara) also known as Navratri is a Hindu
festival celebrated in Telangana and across India. The festival
is celebrated for ten days, and each day is dedicated to a
different avatar of the Goddess such as Bala Tripura Sundari,
Gayatri, Annapurna, Kamakshi, Lalitha, Lakshmi, Saraswathi,
Durga, and Raja Rajeswari. 8th day is called as Durgastami.
On Mahanavami, the ninth day of Navaratri, ayudhapuja is
conducted, where people offer prayers to all the instruments
in their life. On Vijayadasami, the tenth day of Dasara, the
Goddess is decorated as Maa Durga. On Dussehra, an effigy
of the demon king Ravana is set off with firecrackers to
celebrate the victory of good over evil.

e Key attraction: The Goddess is dressed up in different
avatars for the nine days, and on the tenth day, she is
decorated as Durga Devi.

e When: September-October.

e Duration of Festival: Ten days.
4. Ganesh Chaturthi:

Although Ganesh Chaturthi is celebrated with great
enthusiasm all over India, the Ganesh Chaturthi in Telangana
has its unique charm. This festival marks the birth of Lord
Ganesha, and devotees perform pooja with different leaves
and flowers with utmost devotion. Several pandals across the
state host the idols immersed in water either on the third, fifth,
or ninth day. Several dishes which are considered the favorites
of Ganesha, like Undrallu, Modaka, are prepared.

e Keyattraction: Lord Ganesha’s large pandals, Nimarjan
procession.

e When: August or September.
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e Where: All over the state, but popularly in Hyderabad.
e Duration of Festival: 11 days.
5. Holi:

Holi is yet another festival celebrated all over the
country and is enjoyed by kids and adults alike. It is a fun-
filled festival where people, irrespective of religion, shed their
inhibitions and have fun. The love story between Radha and
Krishna is why a tradition of throwing bright colors has come
to the fore. The Holi in Telangana brings everyone together
for a fun-filled experience.

e Keyattraction: Kids and adults enjoying by playing with
colors.

e When: March.

e Where: All over the state.

e Duration of Festival: One day.
6. Sankranti:

Sankranthi is a harvest festival celebrated with great
pomp in Telangana. This festival is celebrated for three days;
the first day is Bhogi, the second is Makara sankranthi, and the
last day is Kanuma. On Bhogi, people burn old things eliminating
the negativity from their lives. The front area of the houses is
beautifully decorated with colorful rangolis and gobbensna (dung
balls). People wear new clothes and greet each other, offering
respect to the harvest produced. In addition, the Telangana
government organizes an international kite festival on the
necklace road on the banks of Hussain Sagar lake.

e Keyattraction: Beautiful rangolis in front of the houses,
people of ages enjoy flying kites.

e When: January.

e  Where: All over the state.
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e Duration of Festival: Three days.
7. Diwali:

Diwali or Deepavaliin Telangana is celebrated beautifully
and is a depiction of the victory of good over evil. Also called
the festival of lights, it is one of the most important Hindu
festivals celebrated on the new moon day. The moonless sky
is lit with brightness with firecrackers, and the houses look
bright with dzyas.

e Key attraction: Firecrackers and brightly lit houses.
e When: October or November.
e Where: All across Telangana.
e Duration of Festival: One day.
8. Ugadi:

The Ugadi or Yugadi festival in Telangana is marked as
the Telugu new year per the Hindu solar calendar. It is also
called Samwatsaradi, meaning the beginning of a new year. People
prepare Ugadi pachadi (pickle) combines six tastes shadruchulu
such as spice, sweet, and two types of sour, bitter, and salt.

This pickle signifies the way life is, and we should stand tall
during happiness and adversities.

o Key attraction: Ugadi pachad: (pickle) is prepared with
a combination of six types of tastes, Panchanga
shravanam.

e When: March or April.

e Where: All over Telangana.

e Duration of Festival: One day.
9. Ramzan:

Ramzan is celebrated with great enthusiasm and zeal
in Telangana. It is celebrated as per the Islamic calendar,
according to the visibility of the moon. Muslims fast from dawn
to sunset, avoiding any food or drink, including water. Instead,
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Muslims eat a pre-fast meal called subur before sunrise. Halinz
is one of the special dishes you can find during the holy month
of Ramzan.

e Key attraction: Charminar is a place where you can
find beautiful things to buy all day, but during the holy
month, the beauty increases, Halim, A variety of sweet
dishes.

e When: April-May.

e Where: All over the state.

e Duration of Festival: 29 to 30 days.
10. Muharram or Peerla Panduga:

Muharram is an important festival for Muslims as well
as hindus and is called Peerla Panduga in Telangana. People
go on processions during this festival by chanting Yo Hussain,
representing a group of Sufi Shrines. Peerla Panduga is an
occasion of great sorrow for the Muslims as they mourn the
death of Imam Hussein.

e Key attraction: Muslims pray for forgiveness in a
gathering.

e When: August.

e Where: All over the state.

e Duration of Festival: One day.
11. Medaram Jatara:

Medaram Jatara is the biggest tribal festival in
Telangana and is popularly known as Sammakka Saralamma
Jatara. This fair is celebrated in the village of Medaram every
two years, and it honors the mother, daughter goddesses
Sammakka, Saralamma, who died during an epic fight. On the
evening of the full moon, the Saralamma goddess is brought
from the Kanne boyinapalle village. This is followed by people
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getting the Sammakka goddess from the town of Chilukalagutta.
It is estimated that almost 1.3 crore people attend this Jazara,
which is second to Kumbh mela.

e Key attraction: Exhibitions.

e  When: February.

e Where: Medaram.

e Duration of Festival: Four days.
12. Peddagattu Jatara:

Peddagattn Jatara is the second biggest religious
gathering in Telangana, which is celebrated every two years. It
is a Jatara celebrated in the name of Goddess Choudamma
and Lord Lingamanthulu, the presiding deities. During the five-
day fete, various pujas are offered to the gods as people believe
they are the incarnation of Lord Shiva and his sister
Choudamma. This Jatara has an attendance of an estimated
10 to 15 lakh devotees.

e Key attraction: Several rituals are performed.

e  When: February.

Where: Durajpally.
e Duration of Festival: Five days.
13. Edupayala Jatara:

Nagasanpalli is a small region in Medak district that
comes to life with the celebration of the Edupulapaya Jatara
(seven parts) during the time of Mabha Shivaratri every year.
The name means the confluence of seven rivers of the Manjeera
river, and it has gained religious significance over the years.
Devotees from all over Telangana come to remove their sins
and pay their respects to the deities, and it attracts almost five
lakh pilgrims. People sacrifice chickens and sheep to please
the Goddess and ask for the fulfillment of their wishes. Since

162



Sixth Annual Session Proceedings

most devotees spend at least one night in this place, this Jazara
becomes even more special.

e Koy attraction: Shops and stalls selling a variety of
things.

e  When: February.
e Where: Edupulapaya, Medak district.
e Duration of Festival: Three days.

14. Kurumurthy Swamy Jatara:

Kurumurthy Swamy Jaara is celebrated by the people
of Telangana during November, lasting seven days. The oldest
temple in Telangana, Sri Kurumurthy Swamy temple is
considered the Tirupathi of the poor, and many devotees
attend this Jatara to offer prayers and darshan of the deity of
Lord Vishnu. The S7/ Vari Uddava Seva is the essential part of
the Brahmotsavalan celebration, where the footwear of the lord
is presented to the Kurumurthy Swamy with a procession with
the attendance of thousands of devotees.

e Key attraction: Brahmotsavalu celebrations.
e When: November.
e Where: Kurupathi hills, Mahbubnagar district.
e Duration of Festival: Seven days.
15. Komuravelli MallannaJatara:

Komuravelli Mallikarjuna Swamy Jazara is celebrated
in the temple with the same name in the Komuravelli village
of Siddipet district. Devotees offer prayers to Lord Shiva at
this Jatara, and it is observed during Mabha Shivaratri. Another
attraction of the mela is the drawing of a special rangoli in
front of the temple balcony by the Oggn Pujari group. This
Jatara is attended by a minimum of 10000 people from all over
Telangana.
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e Key attraction: Special rangoli (Patnar) in front of the
temple balcony, Oggn Katha.

e When: January-April.
e Where: Komuravelli, Siddipet district.

e Duration of Festival: Two-Three months.
16. Chittarammajatara:

Chittaramma Jatara is celebrated in the temple with
the same name, located in Gajula Ramaram village in
Hyderabad, and it is considered one of the famous festivals in
the state. It is celebrated as per the Telugu calendar during the
Pushya month. Chittaramma is the grama devata or the village
deity of the Gajula Ramaram village. People from all over the
state come to this temple to offer prayers approximated to
over three lakh devotees.

e Koy attraction: Huge gathering of people to offer
prayers to the Goddess.

e When: January.
e Where: Gajula Ramaaram.

e Duration of Festival: One day.
17. Sadar Festival:

The Yadav community of Hyderabad celebrates the
Sadar festival in Telangana with great enthusiasm. It is
celebrated on the second day of Deepawali, and it is also called
Dunna pothula Pandnga (He buffaloes festival). The owners of
buffaloes celebrate this festival with vigor. First, the most robust
buffalo is paraded and later rewarded, which is selected by the
head of the Yadav family. Subsequently, all the buffaloes are
decorated beautifully and taken for a parade on the streets of
Hyderabad by repeating the chants Wab Wah Yadav.

e Key attraction: Parade of beautifully decorated
buffaloes, tricks performed by the buffaloes.
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e When: October or November.
e Where: Kachiguda, Hyderabad.
e Duration of Festival: One day.
18. Numaish (Exhibition):

Numaish or Numaish Masnuat-e-Mulki is an annual
consumer exhibition held in Telangana in Hyderabad. The
permanent venue for this Exhibition is in Nampally, and it is
one of its kind in the world it lasts for 46 days with tens of
thousands of people visiting in a single day. This Exhibition
has a display of products from every nook and corner of India.
It also provides entertainment and food for the people who
come to shop here.
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LIVES OF THE TRIBAL WOMEN IN
TANDAS OF TELANGANA:
AN ANALYSIS

Prof Bennabhaktula Lavanya*

Telangana’s extensive array of cultural groups renders
it one of the most demographically heterogeneous states in
India. Hyderabad, the capital city of the state, is a vibrant
centre for the information technology and industrial sectors,
as well as other firms. In contrast, the rural regions of
Telangana have a significant population of tribal communities.
Their economy has been predominantly sustained on
agriculture and the gathering of minor forest produce. An
individual’s capacity for social and behavioural empowerment
is greatly impacted by the socio-economic circumstances. To
understand the development of empowerment among the
Tribal Women, it is essential to analyze their socioeconomic
context and the dynamics of their relationship with the local
environment.Research studying the enhanced economic and
social autonomy of indigenous women might unveil their
progress. This paper is based on an extensive field work and
interviews with carried outin several districts especially in the
tandas in Nalgonda, Mahabubnagar, Adilabad, Khammam,
Nizamabad, Warangal, and Vikarabad districts of Telangana.
The aim of the paper is to analyze the socioeconomic conditions
of tribal women in Telangana, focusing on the difficulties and
barriers they face in areas such as education, career
opportunities, and social inclusion. Additionally, the paper will
address issues connected to family dynamics, healthcare, and
marriage, among other relevant aspects.Moreover, achieving

* Head, Department of History, University College of Arts and Social
Sciences, Osmania University, Hyderabad
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social development requires prioritizing the well-being of
individuals in the development process. This becomes
particularly significant when we direct our attention towards
the transformative impact on the lives of indigenous
women.There have been few government initiatives that
concentrate on the advancement of tribal populations. It is
essential to evaluate the precise impact these programmes have
had on indigenous women and their advancement in terms of
social development and empowerment.

Telangana is home to more than 35 lakhs of indigenous
people, comprising more than nine percent of the state’s total
population. The state harbours numerous indigenous
communities, each characterized by its distinct social mores,
traditions, and ceremonial practices. Although women do make
economic contributions to tribal economies and family
finances, they experience social isolation and are vulnerable
to exploitation and violence. Their social presence depends on
the political dynamics of the tribal tandas (habitations or
hamlets), as well as the economic and cultural norms of the
tribal community domicile or hamlet. The ethnic groups
comprise Chenchus, Gond-Kolam, Koya-Konda reddi,
Naikpods, Pardhans, and Thotis. The Kolams, Andhs, Bhils,
Lambadas or Sugalis, Banjaras, Yerukala, and Yanadi tribes
have distinctive customs and practices in the areas of marriage,
religious life, beliefs, worship, and ceremonies.In order to gain
a complete understanding of the position and status of tribal
women in society, it is essential to take into account the cultural
background and the impact of historical, political, and
economic factors on the culture over time. The status of tribal
women has experienced gradual changes as a result of the
process of urbanisation. Although there have been notable
advancements in the realm of education, a substantial majority
of indigenous women continue to adhere to customary and
traditional traditions.
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Tribal communities are commonly characterized as
egalitarian, especially in contrast to the hierarchical structure
of caste groups. Traditionally, families socialise their children
by assigning them distinct responsibilities and statuses
according to their gender, which are shaped by circumstances
such as family, sexuality, employment, marriage, and age. Tribal
women hold a somewhat higher status within their society.
The questions posed to evaluate the overarching premise on
the significance of tribal women in the Telangana Region.The
also assesses the social position of women of all ages, including
girls, unmarried women, married women, widows, divorcees,
and childless women. The tribal women have an important
role in the local economy, working alongside male members
of their society on subsistence labour.

In the field work of various tandas of Telangana like
of Nalgonda, Warangal, Adilabad, Mahabubnagar,
Karimnagar, Khammam, Vikarabad, like in Devarakonda
Tanda,Ramunigundla Thanda,'Palugumeedi Tanda, Balanagar
Mandal, Tirumalai Kunta tanda, Nela Banda Tanda,Meetya
Tanda,’Bibipur Tanda, Indalwai, Sampally Tanda, Nadipally
Tanda, Yanampalli Tanda, Mittapalli Tanda.” Devalunaik
Tanda * it was found that, according to the Telangana Tribal
welfare residential Degree College that within 5 to 6 years
number of colleges for girls increased in these regions. National
awareness and competitive exams are conducted for the girl
students which enabled them to get ranks in IIT and other
exams. Competitions are conducted at regional and district level
for the girl students. Awareness camps are conducted regularly
for the students regarding competitive exams. Extra-Curricular
activities like sports and games facilities are also provided to
the students.

Every year, many cultural activities like dance, singing,
painting, etc are conducted for the tribal girl students where
they exhibited traditional art forms, dance styles and works.
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Principals of these residential degree colleges said that, that
one can see the concept of modernity in their appearance and
life styles. There is drastic change in the life of girls belonging
to tandas. Only in their language, customs they are following
traditions but adopted a new life style in tune with modern
education and technology.Organizations like Lions club
conducts Health Camps, eye camps once in two months for
the girl students to address gynecological problems. Free
medicines, free spectacles are distributed during such camps.
Sports Kits are also distribute for the students every year.”

Frequent motivational classes are conducted for the
students particularly for the 10th and plus 2 level
students.Government supports them in form of provision of
funds, uniforms,books shoes, towels, beds, plates, glasses.
Frequent water and power supply is there. Regular inspections
are done by D.EO regarding the providing proper facilities
for the students. Scholarships to girls” upto 25,000 to one lakh
are given by the present BRS Government of Telangana. In
2015, Tribal welfare colleges were upgraded into Telangana
Tribal Welfare Residential Junior Colleges in Devakonda.
Nearly 635 girl students are studying in this college. Inqui-lab
Foundation which believes to build a new world that is socially
inclusive, economically vibrant, and environmentally
sustainable, we need to nurture future leaders, change makers,
innovators, and entrepreneurs who can transform their
communities and the world also gives them training,

The main courses offered in these colleges are MPC,
BPC; English is the medium of instruction. Placements are
generally in IT'T, NII'T, III'T. Students are getting good rankings
after the training. Computer facilities are also available in the
college and students are given training in different computer
programming, Natco Pharmaceutical Private Limited company
and Lions club (Anji Reddy, Dhanunjaya and others) gave many
donations for the development of the institution like labs, free
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coaching, etc.Primary Schools from 1 -5 classes are under
Tribal societies control( Gurukulam Tribal Society
Department). Among them Mini Gurukulas are only for ST
students(Primary schools)and (TTWRDC) are upto plus level
2 (1-12 classes)Few PG colleges are going to be established in
this region which will cater to the needs of higher education
among tribal girls Regular payment of salaries and pensions
are given to retired college staff.Interview with the staff
members in various colleges revealed that Central government
NEP policy and schemes are going to be implemented from
next academic year in many tribal welfare residential
colleges.Much importance is also given to vocational and skill
development training,

Major general threats and challenges faced by the
institutions are security, Supporting staff are minimum,
Communication in English Language, Child marriages in Tandas
preventing girl students to higher education. Few Degree
colleges due to which girls are joining in vocational courses
after Inter. They are moving to Vocational education. DOST
admissions in these college are less which have to be increased.
There are no proper infrastructural facilities also for plus 2
education. Few parents in the tandas are not allowing the girl
children to pursue higher education. SHE teams are addressing
the safety issues but the security personnel at the residential
colleges have to be increased.Regular meetings are conducted
with the regional coordinating officer at Nalgonga and
Suryapet by the principals of residential colleges in Tandas to
implement variouss welfare schemes for the girl students. These
Schools and colleges are acting like Mini Gurukulas in
imparting knowledge.

Festivals like Thej, holi, dasara and other jataras are
celebrated with lot of decoration, pomp and gaiety. Traditional
lambada dresses are worn only by elderly women in the tandas
and there is significant change in dress pattern in most of the
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tandas in this region. Here are 300 to 400 women in each tanda.
Cultural festivals are frequently conducted in these tandas
where they follow ancient cultural practices and traditions. For
example Pochamma festival is conducted periodically every
year. In Pujari tanda they have our own tribal lord and temple.
The celebration of temple bramosthav takes place once every
two years. The funding for this festival comes from three
different states’ governments. This festival was held in
November of every other year. In Pochamma Tanda people
pray for health and luck. Coconuts, flowers, hens, goats, lambs,
and more are offered to the Goddesses at Pochamma Temple
during Bonalu and festivals. Nagoba is the famous tribal festival
in adilabad, where women and girls from various tribal
communities like Kolams and Gonds,etc participated in
patticular.’

The main languages spoken are L.ambada and telugu.
The main problems found are the tandas are widowhood,
financial problems due to debts, child marriages and women
having less age are looking older due to health issues. The
main occupations of the women in most of the tandas in and
around this area are agriculture and Liquor making. Elder
women in tandas are educated only upto 5th standard only in
contrast to the present generation girls who are pursing higher
studies.35-43 % of girl students are there in the Mandal
Parishad Primary Schools. There are restrictions on private
schools in Tandas. However, 2 percent of the tanda students
pursue studies in private schools located in the districts. These
students mainly belong to the wealthy families of the tandas
like sarpanch, etc. for maintenance of each school
approximately 12,000 is needed every month.

The majority of the schemes of former government
were implemented in this tandas like Ryto bandhu, Rytho
Bheema, Kalyani Lakshmi, Shadhi Mubharak, Free
education, Twenty hours Electricity, Health camps, Mission
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Bhagiratha. Health camps for every two months Provision of
loans to women for their profession like liquor making, wells,
borewells, etc. Due to proper education facilities with
English as medium of instruction children are able to
communicate in English language with others very effectively.

In most of the Schools of Tandas, English is made
mandatory as medium of instruction in all schools due to which
the communication skills in English increased among the
school gitls in tandas, which is going to have tremendous impact
in their career in future."Most of the tandas are also self-
sufficient with agriculture as the main occupation

The lives of tribal women in Telangana is contingent
upon various aspects, including their literacy levels, the gender
ratio, the average age at marriage, the fertility rate, and their
level of employment. The involvement of women in both
economic and non-economic activities has great
importance.Developing women’s capacities is essential to
engage them in productive endeavors, promote family and
social change, involve them in decision-making processes,
enhance political representation, foster entrepreneurial growth,
and encourage social leadership. A significant discovery has
revealed that women have beyond the limitations of solely
engaging in reproduction and are now actively involved in
productive endeavors.Women empowerment encompasses
women’s knowledge of their rights, self-assurance, autonomy
in their personal and public life, and their capacity to affect
societal transformation.”

The majority of the indigenous people of Telangana is
primarily located in Khammam, Adilabad, Mahabubnagar, and
a few isolated areas in Warangal and Karimnagar. Tribal societies
are characterized by disparities, exploitations, and deprivations.
An individual’s capacity for social and behavioral
empowerment is significantly influenced by their
socioeconomic circumstances. In order to comprehend the
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development of empowerment among tribal women, it is
crucial to examine their socioeconomic context and the
dynamics of the relationships between tribal women and the
local environment. Indian society exhibits notable disparities
in living conditions, culture, and social status across various
groups, which are influenced by caste and paternal authority.
The progress of women can be measured by examining their
enhanced economic and social autonomy.®

Tribal women experience significant marginalization
and are systematically excluded from participating in
developmental initiatives, particularly in comparison to other
women, especially those living in rural areas. The
implementation of Self-Help Groups (SHGs) can enhance the
empowerment of indigenous women, leading to an increase in
their ability to generate revenue, improve efficiency, and foster
entrepreneurship.’

Tribal women in Telangana face many social, cultural,
and political challenges.Females have limited access to
information, technical expertise, and other services compared
to males in this process. Women are subjected to sexual and
economic exploitation in factories, mines, and construction
sites. Due to deforestation and land displacement caused by
the influx of non-tribal individuals, tribal women are
increasingly vulnerable to assimilation and therefore more
susceptible to wage exploitation and even human trafficking.
A significant number of tribal women have initiated protests
against various forms of violence, societal problems, and the
drinking of alcohol within their communities. There are
problems infew tandas like no proper government support to
handicapped children, no provision of land to, electricity and
watet problems in few tandas."

Within indigenous groups, there are significant gender
disparities shown in literacy data. These differences may arise
from the incorporation of cultural biases against women that
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are widespread in the general population. Moreover, there have
been noted alterations in tribal marriage customs, possibly
affected by the persistent acceptance of the traditional Hindu
marriage ritual. Moreover, tribal cultures have developed a
noticeable tendency to show preference for male kids. '

The Telangana Government offers a range of welfare
programmes for tribal communities, which encompass
educational initiatives such as financial assistance for the
functioning of educational institutions, hostels, integrated
hostels, ashram schools, post-matric hostels, tribal welfare
primary schools, teacher education colleges, and coaching
programmes for competitive exams.

Frequent projects are given to the students to improve
their ability skills.After being educated in the same tanda
upto primary education she received higher education and
completed her degree at Nizamabad. Interview with the
management revealed that there is lot of change in the attitude
of the girls in the tanda where everyone in trying to get a job
after their Degree.When interacted with the students most of
them said that they would like to become doctors and Engineers
and would like to take coaching in NEET.Anganwadi and
Ekalavya schools are there in which girls’ percentage is neatly
60 % to 70%."

The study in Adilabad tandas showcased a completely
different picture.The schools in are facing many problems
like the students are not provided with books, bags from the
government. Only 50% of the total funds from the government
are received by them.there are no provisions of higher
education in most of the tandas due to which children are
going in buses for high school education to cities. Children are
also finding difficult to cope with English medium of
education.Dowry system,bride price, child marriages, are still
prevalent in these tandas.”
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Conclusion:

Thusthe rapid transformation of Telangana’s social and
economic environment, driven by extensive urban and tier-11
development, has significantly affected the traditional tribal
way of life. A strategic action or a sequence of deliberate steps
have been undertaken with the aim of enhancing one’s current
or future quality of life. The most optimal approach for
individuals and groups is to enhance their resources,
capabilities, overcome obstacles, and enhance their chances
of achieving long-term success. Expanded educational
opportunities can greatly enhance the economic and social
status of Scheduled Tribes. A significant part of indigenous
populations are currently migrating to urban areas in pursuit
of better living opportunities. The state of Telangana today
embodies a fusion of contemporary and traditional elements,
with Hyderabad acting as the hub for information technology
and other industries, while the rural districts are home to
significant tribal communities. The study shows that despite
many facilities in various fields such as education and
healthcare, Tribal women in tandas are still have challenges as
child marriages, consumption of liquor and tobacco, financial
exploitation in the form of lower wages for their work, domestic
violence among others.

While underscoring access to development for the tribal
women of Telangana in some aspects, there is still scope for
improving their lives. Complete roll-out of development
schemes with adequate funding and constant monitoring of
the implementation of various programs will contribute to
further improvement of their lives.
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HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE
EDUCATION SYSTEM IN INDIA

M. Bhoopathi*

Introduction

In connection with India, indigenous people emerged
as businessmen and leaders who influenced the country’s
economic, political, and educational systems. they gradually
changed the customs of India. Consider teaching in English
and see what’s next. Colonization in the British Empire hindered
the development of science. Europeans developed an
educational system to help them.

The Educational Policies in India were adopted in the
British Era.

The Treaty of 1813 played an important role in early
British Indian history. Article 43 of the Constitution of 1813
was the first constitution in India to recognize the right to
education for the goodness of the public benefit. The aims of
the educational program were stated to be: “Imagination and
Promotion of Literature,” “Encouragement of Indian
Teachers,” and “Promotion and Diffusion of Scientific
Knowledge in British India.” I don’t know how to stop it.

Lord Bentinck’s Resolution of March 7, 1835

Sir William Bentinck was an English politician and
minister. they was the Governor of India from 1828 to 1835.
“I wholeheartedly support the spirit of this Constitution,” they
wrote after his assassination. In 1835, they introduced the
British government’s first education bill in India in March 1835.

* Research Scholar, Department of History, Osmania University,
Hyderabad,
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they said it was the duty of the British Government to promote
Western science and technology to the Indian Government.
Bentinck’s view has lessons in India.

The British determined the aims of education in India.

1. He criticized Western European artistic development.
Travel to the East is prohibited.

2. End Eastern College’s future grants and student loans.
This city is Aymara.

3. The report promised to provide English-speaking
personnel to the Government of India.

4. No test results. Two new groups were created: Broken
City, an Aymara group, and a non-English group.

The Policy of Downward Filtration Theory

In the early 19th century, the British government
realized they needed to expel the rulers’ main supporters to
maintain British rule in India. They were curious and wanted
to dominate the elders. Learning must come from people, and
they know this well. Eventually, the nomadic lifestyle of the
Himalayan Indians led to the discovery of Land Rivers.

Reasons for Adopting Filtration Theory:

Employers in the UK need skilled professionals to
manage their business and operations. The government needs
more money to educate people.

In addition to teaching English, teachers were given
more positions in the government, and their influence prevented
rebellion.

This group shaped the education system in India. A
centralized selection process for administrative posts has begun.
It also helped him become a professional actor. However, this
did not happen due to a workforce shortage, and the government
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could not recruit skilled people in India. In 1835, the Governor
of India, Sir William Bentinck, appointed William Adams
(1789-1868) to study and supervise the state of education in
Bengal and Bihar. Adam lived for three years (1838-1835).
President Macaulay presided until Adams’s third report.
Macaulay adopted Western values.

Wood’s Despatch, 1854

In 1853, the East India Company Treaty was debated
in the British Parliament. The British Parliament has set up a
special parliamentary committee to formulate education policy
in India. The Commission made a comprehensive review of
the Indian education system. Based on this study, the Indian
education system prepared an education policy statement.
When Charles Wood became President of the Indian Society,
the Pipe became an Indian school.

The Indian Education Commission (1882)

It was the subject of two important publications
between 1854 and 1902, the 1854 Survey and the 1882 Report
of the Indian Board of Education. The development of the
state system and the general’s understanding of policy
development and, for the first time, their age. Then the
President realized it with the same serious consequences as

¢

before. .

Thus, on February 3, 1882, Viceroy S. Mr. Ripon
appointed William Hunter as a senator. Ten months later, in
1854, the Committee received another book donated by Chatles
Woods. There are many other situations.

The most important recommendations of the Commission
include:

e The power of public education strengthens public
schools to help to improve children’s education and
public education.
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Public institutions have the right to choose the local
language of instruction according to local customs.

Establish English medieval-style townships and
primary schools for the benefit of residents.

A shift from public to private sector responsibility for
establishing and maintaining educational standards in
all secondary schools.

Higher education consists of two parts: examination
and professional and vocational education.

In developing the plan, the organization identified two
main strategies.

The government banned not only schools but also
businesses.

The main activities are as follows:

Develop regional and rural development plans.

The government has a policy of only reopening schools
and universities once public schools are privatized.

The Commission plays an important role in the country’s
education system.

On the recommendation of the Education Council of
India, the government decided to organize higher
education and vocational education at the secondary

level. 1882-1983 and 1901-1902. Lord Curzon,
Governor of India, considered this question.

Lord Curzon’s Educational Policy

Lord Curzon invited Simla University to pass 150

resolutions in all disciplines. On January 27, 1902, a committee
was formed under the chairmanship of Mr. Thomas Raleigh.
The object of the Committee was to “inquire into the principal
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Governments and agencies under the jurisdiction of British
India” and to consider and recommend any amended measures
or policies proposed by the Council with the permission of
the President. The center aims to improve the academic and
higher education environment. After an inquiry, the Committee
submitted its report and recommendations on the Universities
Act of 1904 to the Government of India.

New problems in Lord Curzon’s Educational Policy

The September 1901 Simla Conference ushered in an
era of modernization and educational reform. This was
followed by the Indian Universities Act (1902), amended in
1904 by the Indian Universities Act. Education has evolved
over the last 20 years.

Government Resolution on Education Policy, 1913

The British government ignored the advice of Gopal
Krishna Gokhale and stopped compulsory education due to
lack of funds. they contributed greatly to the development of
public education, and on February 21, 1913, they introduced
a bill on the education system. This theory shares three
curricular goals:

Calcutta University Commission (1917-19)

In 1917, the Government of India set up the Calcutta
University Committee to examine the work and prospects of
the Calcutta University Committee. Michael Sadler, Vice-
Chancellor, University of Leeds. This law applies to all
colleges, universities, and universities, and practical advice:

The major recommendations were —

The institute conducts the final examination after the
completion of advanced courses. National tests (at least in
high schools) were conducted two years later. Then came the
first week of testing. The court considered this issue and
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concluded that middle school students are already better off
in the school system than their high school counterparts. The
middle class should change from middle class to upper class.
Education system in India during British rule

After the school term, primary education was extended
to three years.

The Office of Continuing Education has proposed new
courses, entrance exams, and changes in some studies.

Education under the Dyarchy system (1921 -1937)

In 1918, Edwin Montagu and ex-king L.ord Chelmsford
turned their attention to politics. In 1919, the Government of
India Act of 1919 was also known as the Montagu-Chelmsford
Amendments. The British government established the first
democracy in India. The Constitution of India, 1919,
introduced the concept of dual powers in the states. State
governments in India have both public and private resources.
Gaps in leadership roles must be addressed. Members of
Parliament and Ministers have two titles. The so-called
“Commercial Organizations” representatives were the
“Ministers of Commerce” of Britain and India. Education is
the responsibility of Indian Ministers. The ministers could not
move anything because the money was in the hands of the
British ministers, who refused to go to the Indian ministers.
The Montagu-Chelmsford Amendment of 1919 made the
Ministry of Education a separate provincial body.

Central Advisory Board of Education (CABE), 1921

In 1921, the Central Education Council (CEC) was
established at the request of the Ministry of Education (1919-
1917). It aims to “assist the Government of India in setting
global education goals, advice and assist local governments
and universities” and “develop a national framework for
evaluating national education systems.” Otherwise, it is used
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everywhere except India. The Government of India has a
National Board of Education, and various ministries, local
bodies, and NGOs play an important role in shaping India’s
development agenda. At the suggestion of a strict provincial
government, local governments were stripped of parental
responsibility, Parliament was dissolved, and education
departments were closed. Between 1929 and 1935, the Indian
Bureau of Biology and Agriculture (CABE) was reorganized
on the recommendation of the Duke’s Commission.

The Hartog Committee, 1929

The Indian Constitution of 1919 gave special powers
to the states. In 1921, the President of India transferred the
university to Parliament. The government took what it wanted
from these ministers. Efforts at educational reform led to
establishing the Hartag Commission (May 1928), whose
chairman, Sir Philip Hartag, made further recommendations.
In September 1929, the Commission published its report.

The main findings of the Hartog Commission were the
following.

Studies show that secondary education is declining.
Industry knows that the quality of education is declining due
to the rapid rise in unemployment and wastage. they highlighted
the country’s importance in primary education but criticized
development and education policies. The Commission
recommends legislation to encourage and prevent violence and
genocide effectively. The book states: “Primary education is
ineffective without increasing literacy. In primary school,
children under four cannot read or write.

The department later included colleges and universities.
They said they was a good man. According to him, the biggest
obstacle to participation in the exam is the loss of funds. they
suggested creating a community college system where schools
could send more students and provide technology and services
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to more students. The Committee also criticized the
university’s graduation policy. Keeping this in mind, monitoring
and improving the university’s performance is necessary to
provide quality education and ensure the university is
enjoyable.

Education under Provincial Autonomy (Government of
India Act 1935)

1935, the British Parliament passed the Government
of India Act, dividing all educational activities into central
(central) and local (state) departments. All are surveys or
national or regional reports. And the law itself is entirely under
the control of Parliament. This office oversees the activities
of all ministries and councils in the provinces. In 1937, the
new country was called the Commonwealth of Independent
States.

Education Commission / Kothari Commission (1964-66)

In 1948, the government established the Ministry of
Higher Education, and in 1952, the University Research
Institute was established to promote educational development.
The Committee’s recommendations should be implemented.
As a result, uncertainty remains. The Board of Education was
established by the Government of India in 1964 to fill this
gap. The Commission identified education as a major issue in
the country. The study also found that education should be
prioritized in all government development plans. Good news
from school leaders:

e Social development issues, particularly human welfare,
economic development, employment, and social
inclusion.

o Affects people’s lives, interests, and needs.

e Increase knowledge, skills, and productivity through
investment in research and development.
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e Social development is driven by change and integration.
National Education Policy

Norwegian school boards and national development.
1968, the Public Education Program was established to provide
vocational education to serve our nation. It covers various
issues like free and compulsory education, promotion and
support of all Indian languages, education, gifted children,
national service and development, importance of education
and arts. Innovation in education, agriculture, and industry.
Teaching - face-to-face, distance learning, primary and
secondary education, sports and recreation.

The National Education System was established in
1968, and the Government of India has undergone many
reforms in the last 20 years, bringing great changes. In 19806,
the Government of India launched the New Education Policy
of 1980, the National Education Policy. It aims to eliminate
discrimination and provide equal access to education for
disabled men and women, and equal education for disabled
people and women. These issues have been addressed
separately by the Institute for International Education Policy.

Janardhan Reddy Report, 1992

1992, the Janardhan Reddy Committee was set up to
appreciate the teachers’ reports. In 1990, they became
Ramurthy Vidya’s mentor. It is designed to monitor the progress
of home and community education and to ensure that people
have access to higher education according to their abilities
and needs. The Reddy Committee recommended that each state
government form a District Union Committee to investigate
the names and families mentioned on the list thoroughly. The
Committee decided to focus more on establishing primary
schools to meet the needs of all local governments. The board
provides free primary, secondary, and tertiary education, teacher
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training, and economic development. they also announced the
establishment of AICTE and the Indian Council of
Professional Education.

Education’s Current Scenario in India

Today, different states in India have their education
systems. Although many national governments promote
education in their countries, the education department. A 1976
constitutional amendment made it possible to consolidate
several educational institutions. Higher education, and
vocational training, It falls into the hands of the Department
of Education. A university is a place of teaching and learning,
The university also plans and implements higher education.
Today, the best universities in India are B Universities,
Government Universities, Private Universities, Agricultural
Institutes, and National Institutes of Technology Groups can
be found.

Technical Education

Vocational education programs in the country include
engineering, construction, business, engineering, medicine, and
more. The Ministry of Human Resources supports
undergraduate, postgraduate, and research programs. The main
platform for technical education is the Indian Institute of
Technology (II'T). Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Indian
Institute of Science (IISc) (India: Improving Education. (2017)
MENA Report, N/A), National Institute of Technology (NIT)
and All India Council of Technical Education AICTE), It
works. They are used.

Professional Education

Universities also emphasize vocational training, For this
reason, every public-private partnership is formed, organized,
and guided. All India Council of Technical Education AICTE),
Distance Education Council (DEC), National Council for
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Teacher Education (NCTE), Medical Council of India (MCI),
and recognized experts in the field. Colleges and universities
offer many scholarships and grants.

Higher Education

Our government has chosen not to arrest innocent
people. Educating children is not just about teaching and
learning but an important social activity in a democratic society.
The Growth Program was launched in 1973 and targets 30
million adults between 15 and 35. The purpose of pension
plans is to help seniors improve their quality of life.

Adult Education

Its mission is to promote rural development and support
the education of youth from abroad. The program has already
started.

Educational Research and Training

In 1961, the Central Government established the
National Council of Research and Education (NCERT) to
implement the policies and objectives of the Ministry of
Education. The district works with high schools and schools
across the state to improve literacy in many areas. The company
has four locations in Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and Mysore.
Summer teacher training and general education are offered.

SC/ST and OBC

The government promotes SC/ST education at all
levels. Various financial benefits and other concessions atre
given to SC/ST members. Many states have completely waived
tuition fees for SC/ST students. II'Ts provide special treatment
to SC/ST students who can clear the entrance exam easily.
Other states like Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh
maintain statutary bodies.
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EDUCATIONAL POLICIES IN INDIA

How did education develop in India after
independence? Education reform is one of the government’s
top priorities. Many programs and initiatives have been launched
to build a balanced education system in India.

The first Indian Education Act was enacted in 1968
on the recommendations of the Education Commission (1966-
64). The National Education Policy was launched in 1980,
followed by the National Education Policy of the Government
of India in 2019. After 1986, NEP implemented the
implementation plan (1992). Some trends in India:

National Education Policy (1968).

As mentioned in the previous section, the Board of
Education (1966-1964) was known as the governing body for
primary and secondary schools. The first National Education
Policy was formulated in 1968 based on the recommendations
of the Kothari Committee. The National Council on Education
(1966-1964) argued that cultural development and economic
prosperity “require radical changes in education” (NPE 1968,
p. 3). It supports social mobility, health, participation, and
community cohesion.

National Policy on Education (1986).

In 1986, another attempt was made to implement
learning standards.

Before the National Policy on Education, 1985 (1980),
in May 1986, the National Policy on Education (NPE) adopted
Major Recommendations on National Education Systems
(1986).

National Education System:

In 1986, the NPE published the National Curriculum.
The public education system introduced in 1968 was 10 + 2 +
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3 for all. The national education system is an integrated and

adaptive system of national education. Public housing

represents other important urban autonomy, legitimacy, and

well-being elements.

Highlights from NPE 1986:

National curriculum: 10 + 2 + 3 system.
Child care and early childhood education
Racial and ethnic issues

Other areas.

Equality for all.

Minimum number per class.

Lifelong learning;

Follow up

Lack of knowledge about women.

We are educating the youth.

Education for people with disabilities
General and complete documentation
Bring children less than 14 years of age.
Raising children

Efficient villages, especially in rural areas.
Teaching skills and knowledge

Child Protection and Education: Politicians focus

on children’s education and welfare. Youth, in particular, receive

extensive state and local support through early childhood
education, development, child welfare, and children’s programs.
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Effective and formal education: National education
systems support three aspects of primary education:

e Diversity: Children under the age of 14 are not
permitted anywhere. In this case

e Real improvement in learning
NATIONAL POLICY FOR ICT (2012)

Like other countries, India has recognized the
importance of Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) in education. The National Education Policy 1986 was
revised in 1992 to introduce academic and placement tests.
Which program started in mid-2004? Internet technology. The
plan extended the new government offices to the second and
third levels. Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan is a government program
for integrated basic education with ICT. With the advent of
modern technology, standards are needed to support the use
of modern advanced science in education. That is why the
Government of India adopted the National Information
Framework in 2012 to help create, preserve, and protect
information that benefits the global economy and the country’s
economic development. Global competition

Policy goals are as follows:

The following are guidelines for using information and
communication technologies in classroom instruction:

1. Building scientific computer models.

2. To provide teachers and students with information
technology to design and build information for states
nationwide.

3. Tacilitate acquiring information technology by creating
an environment of collaboration, cooperation, and
reflection.
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4. Provide information and information programs to all
students and faculty.

5. Email facilitates creative activities and supports the
production and consumption of digital content by
students and teachers.

6. We are developing resources and teaching materials
with teacher training, student guidance, and learning
support.

7. Through research and evaluation, G-ICT tools and
resources are developed to improve the use of
information in school education.

8. H-Identify effective communication skills and promote
learning,

Skills define information capabilities and provide
different technologies depending on the local context. These
groups schedule meetings around the clock.

Level 1 (Basic level)

Level 1 Computer Skills Cover: B. Startup, Web Usage, Search
Engines, Tools and Applications, Digital Tools, Open Office,
Problem Solving, etc.

Level 2 (Intermediate)

This includes uninstalling software, downloading
software, finding useful information online using search
engines, and editing and editing information using digital tools.

Level 3 (Advanced)

As the name suggests, this tool allows users to access
databases, retrieve information, monitor cyber threats, copy
and paste commands, or browse the Internet. They can also
donate, donate, and help with classes. In this regard,
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information technology encourages learning in the following
ways:

National Education Policy, 2020

In 1986, more recently (34 years ago), the
Establishment and Organization of Indian Education - New
Education policy was published. India also has an education
system. In 2015, India adopted the Education Agenda 2030
to make progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 4
(SDG 4), “Income equity, quality education and promotion of
education”.

Keep everything, sir. TCR initiated the discussion and
provided the study protocol. Subram 2015. The Commission
considered the recommendations and made positive
recommendations at regional and national levels. The first step
is interviewing, brainstorming, and organizing stakeholders
before presenting the roadmap. Several issues arose during the
discussions on this Project - 2017 application. A new
committee was formed in June. Some proposals are due by
May 31, 2019. After reviewing the bill, the Committee passed
the 2020 bill, and in July 2019, we launched the new 2020
Education Plan.

Conclusion

11th Plan and Implementation Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh announced the 11th Indian Education Plan.
It was approved by the 11th meeting of the National
Development Council in December 2007, 20% of the target
of INR 2.7 trillion and 6% of future GDP. The 11-year plan is
a comprehensive program that encourages learning by
integrating all pyramid parts. By developing education, training,
and educational infrastructure, India will lead the world in
achieving education and skills for all. These are my goals.
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This chapter explains why the NPE (1968) was

revolutionary in Indian education and how the Kothari
Commission (1966-1964) tried to change its views. This Project
has been working in Indian education for 20 years. Subsequently,
the National Education Policy (1986) prepared India for the
challenges of the coming century. National Education Policy
(1986) Child Protection and Education, National Education
Policy, Primary and Secondary Education, Non-Formal
Education, Vocational Education, Open and Distance
Education, Trade Unions, Colleges and Universities, IET and
Regional Surveys: A Review., race, ethnicity, class, disability
education, etc.
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Prof. G.Venkatarajam
Mallam Veerender
Prof.Arjun Rao K
Dr.Jaikishan S

Prof. K. Vijaya Babu
Naresh Kumar K
Saraswathi S
Dr.D.Jayasree
Ramakrishna Rao KV
Prof. Rekha Pande
Dr. Suresh Pande
Dr. Aravind Kumar
Dr. (Ms) Indira
Anand Kandakurthi
Dr.A.Harishankar
Badru A

Samson C Watson
Narahari R

Kishore Sigamalla
Dr. G. Tirupati
Nagendra Sharma S
Dr.Venkatehwarlu K
Dr.Kistareddy C
Ravi Kumar M

Prof. Chandrasekhar Reddy
Srinivas Tokala
Meeta Joshi

Dr. Kumara swamy
Akulapelli

Dr.Ram Swaroop
Abdul Taha
Dr.E.Saidulu Goud
Dr.Fazalullah Khnan
Murali, K
Ms.M.Jyothi
Dr.Subhash A
Dr.Dasari Ranga
Sudhakar, K
Chandraiah, Ch
Raghu Kidambi
Srinivasan MA
Lalitha K
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Shiva Prasad K
Narsing Rao J

SDV Aziz

Dr. Bade Saheb K
Dr.Srinivas Rao Kotte
Dr.Pandaiah K
Krishna P

Prof. Danish Moin
Sampath G

Mahesh Guguloth
Dr.MD Kareem
Aqgthar Sulthana
Srinivas Boora
Babu Rao M
Srinivas MA

Balu Nayak

Vijay Kumar K
Balakrishna Goud V
Bhanu Prakash U
Sunitha Manda
Ramdhan G
Nageshwar Rao P
Pawan Kumar CV
Nasreen Begum
Dr.Nagalaxmi B
Ashok Kumar P
Kavitha Cherupalli
Abdul Sajid

Vinoda L

Dr.Anjaiah S
Dr.Nagendra P
Revathi V

Vishnu Ramavath
Hemavathi B
Dr.Srinivasa Rao M
Dr. Jayaram G
Dr.Sadanandam P
Prof. Manohar Thallapalli
Dr. Narra Ekambram
Dr. Yakaiah

Dr. Konda Srinivasulu
Tulasi K
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84 Raju Vemula 130 Dr.B. Lavanya

85  Vijay Tummu 131 Prof. N. Kanakaratnam
86  Dr. Raheem Mohd 132 Prof. B. Babu Rao

87 Bukya Ushan 133 Srilaxmi K

88  Gugulothu Ramesh Babu 134 Prof. K.P.Rao

89 Gopaldas Sampath 135 Dr.S.K. Aruni

90  Dr. Shivakumar J 136 Kanneboyina

91 Sreenivas Theegala Venkateswarlu

92  Etikala Aruna 137 Dr. N. Amrutha Rani
93 Dr. Ginjala Yadhava Reddy 138 Anuradha Reddy P

94  Dr. Osman Pasha 139 Damodhar Rao

95 Jayapal Kadari Musham

96 Parasharamulu V 140 Suresh Bandari

97  Dr. Raju Balgoori 141 Dr. B. John Robert

98 Dr. T. Dayakar rao 142 Dr. A. Renuka Devi

99 Mallesh V 143 Kandakurti Yadava Rao
100 Veeranna Kommineni 144 Sajjad Shahid

101 Dr. D. Surya kumar 145 Prof. Deepak Kumar
102 Vasanta Etikala 146 Dr. M. Madan Babu
103 Mallikarjuna Sasala 147 Srisailam M

104 Dr. G.V Ramakrishna Rao 148 Prof Ramakrsihna P
105 Dr. B.Srinivas 149 Dr NS Ramachandra
106 Dr. KVS Narender Murthy

107 Minhaz Noorin 150 KVL Narsimha Rao
108 Dr. Rajkumar Chiliveru 151 Dr. Sanganabhatla
109 Dr. D.Srinivas Narsaiah

110 Eslavatu Chandu 152 Dr. Bandi Kalyani

111 Dharavath Venkanna 153 Dr. N. Venkateswarlu
112 Dr. A. Raghuvender 154 Dr. Gandra Mahesh
113 Dr. Boda Hathiram 155 Dr. Patha Ashok

114 Dr. Gopalaxmi Kanapathi 156 Sreelatha G

115 Dr. P. Ramakrishna 157 Dr. B. Brahmaiah

116 Dr.B.Erya 158 Dr. Kommula Sharath
117 Dr. K. Rajaiah 159 Thirupathi Potharaveni
118 Dr. R. Venkatrajam 160 Dr. Mandala Sambaiah
119 Anandakumar Undeti 161 Dr. Nalla Mallaiah
120 Dr. Guguloth Ravi 162 Dr. G. Dayakar

121 Dr. Banoth Somulu 163 Dr. Ch. Ravindra Babu
122 Dr. Kolipaka Srinivas Somaiah 164 Dr. S. Jayakumar

123 Dr. Srinivas Rao Vaddanam 165 Dr. Boorla Chandra
124 Dr. G. Anjaiah Shekhar

125 Dr. Md. Sharif 166 Vidyasagar S

126 Dr. NR Giridhar 167 Kondaveeti Gopi

127 Prof. Adapa Sathyanarayana Varaprasad Rao

128 Dr. L Indira Devi 168 Dr.N.Gopal

129 Sudhakar Rayila 169 Dr.Saidulu Bhukya
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211
212
213
214
215
216

Balagam Ram Mohan
Sreenu M
Dr.Bhinnuri Manohari
Dr.Md.Mubeenuddin
Dr.Nageshwar Joolu
Ahobilam Karunakar
Md.Naseeruddin
Dr.Bandi Srinivas
Vittal S

Ramachary B

Ganta Vijayalaxmi
Nagajyothi Bakki
Prabhakar Potharaju
Meenaiah Chaganti
Shekhar G

Hussain M

Syed Meer Abul Hassan
Kusuma Suryakiran
Ramesh Ramanatham
Dr.Bandi Muralidhar Reddy
Udaya Bhanu S
Narsingu Kotaiah
Prasad KSN
Chandrakanth M
Nagendra Kumar T
Dr. Ms. A. Shyamala
Sreekanth T
Mudavath Saida
Srinivasa Rao Kasni
Anitha E

Ramarao Halavath
Dr A. Bhaskar Rao
Srinivas Jakoju
Krishna Pagidipally
Sravan Kumar M
Saumalatha Bandi
Haribabu Arepalli
Maloth Devender
Boini Srinivas Rao
K.Badesaheb
E.Somla

Kadem Sathish

Dr. B.John Robert
I.Neela

B.Sharada

P.Ashok Kumar
Bhupathi M
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Abdul Sajid
Ramachary T

Radhika P

Shaik Syed Miya
Narsaiah, B

Dharavat Venkanna
Prabhakar P

Dr. Gopalaxmi Janapati
Shekhar G

Ranjith Kumar A.

Dr. B. Erya

Dr. K. Rajaiah

Sri Syed Meer Abul
Hussain

Dr. Katta Srinivasa Rao
M. Shravan Kumar
Prof. A. Vijaya kumar
Babu

Dr. Madan Babu
Muppidi

Prof. Y. Sudershan Rao
Dr. Kasani Srinivasa
Rao

Dr. N. Venkateswarlu
Vijay Kumar Tumu

Dr. Raheem Mohd
Prof. R. Chandrasekhar
Reddy

Dr. Yadhava Reddy
Ginjala

Dr. Osman Pasha
Parasu Ramulu V
Geetha Kurumelli

Dr. Raja Reddy
Ashwini K

Prasada Rao T
Minhaz Noorin

Dr. Rajkumar Chiliveru
Dr. Srinivas

Islavatu Chandu
Anitha Kumari K

Dr Shaik Mahaboob
Pasha

Dr Nagaraju P

Ganga Devi B
Dr.Sudakshina
Bollepally



With Best Compliments from

Smt. ANURADHA PINGLE REDDY 4 -uts
Daughter of Sri Chilam Sreeram Bhoopal & s e
Smt Snehalatha Bhoopal
&
Great Grand Daughter of Maharani Chilam Janaki Bai

Sri Chilam Sreeram Bhoopal
Hyderabad Civil Service - IAS
Samasthan Simapally

Smt Chilam Snehalatha Bhoopal
D/o Bollampally Ranga Reddy
Samasthan Simapally



WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS

From:

T. VENKAT RAMDEV

Managing Director

RHYLONS

COROMANDEL INDUSTRIAL GASES PVT. LTD.

MANUFACTURE OF COMPLETE RANGE OF
INDUSTRIAL GASES

Regd.Off : 8-2-338/5, “Sharada Kripa®, 2nd Floor,
Panchavati Colony, Road No.3,
Banjara Hills, Hyderabad — 500034. Telangana.

Factory: Plot No. 10&13, ‘D’ Block Expansion, |.D.A, Autonagar,
Visakhapatnam — 530012., A.P.

Plot No. 1&2, APIIC Industrial Area, 5th Cross Road, Ramanayyapeta,
Kakinada — 533005., A.P




